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l.etter from the Editor

‘ )‘ ; hat some people call climate change, I call
winter, spring, summer, and fall. Based on
Scripture, it is clear that God guarantees to pre-

serve our planet until the Lord Jesus returns. That
1s the true meaning of the rainbow.

Of course, we are called upon by God to take
care of the planet He has given us dominion over.
Christians should be exemplary citizens in every
way, including driving, camping, hunting, fishing,
policing our own trash, recycling, and caring for
the environment.

But we must always remember who is in con-
trol. God is in control. History is His story.

So in the dog days of summer, let’s not forget
our Creator, Savior, and Sustainer.

Recently at my church, Coppell Bible Fellow-
ship, Pastor Barkef Osigian has been preaching
through Second Peter. He has shown that we live
in a world inconsistent with God’s creation man-
date. God made us male and female. But our cul-
ture today rejects God’s design.

The worst rejection of God’s teachings is found
in the area of salvation. All of the world’s religions
other than Christianity teach salvation through
perseverance in doing good. But of the 2.38 bil-
lion professing Christians today, the vast majority
teach the same thing, salvation through persever-
ance in doing good.

We at Grace in Focus want our readers to focus
on God’s grace, His favor. John 3:16 is clear. Who-
ever believes in Jesus has everlasting life and will
never perish. What a fantastic promise that is!

And the NT is clear that if believers abide in
Christ and His Word abides in us, we will experi-
ence the abundant life He wishes for us.

Robert N. Wilkin
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It's
About
Time

PHILIPPE STERLING

Aman went in for his annual checkup and re-
ceived a call from his doctor a few days later.
The doctor said, “I'm afraid I have bad news for

”»

you.
“What’s the news?” the man asked.
“Well, you have only 48 hours to live.”
“That is bad news!” said the shocked patient.

“I'm afraid there’s even worse news,” the doctor
continued.

“What could be worse than what you've already
told me?” the man stammered.

“I've been trying to call you since yesterday.”

That’s not news any of us would want to hear.
But we do ourselves a disservice if we don’t re-
member that our time here is limited. We all have
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a limited number of days to live. One of the wisest
things we can do is to live in light of that reality.
We find encouragement to do just that in Psalm 90.

A Prayer of Moses,
the Man of God

Psalm 90, the oldest psalm in the Book of
Psalms, is the only psalm attributed to Moses. He
wrote it sometime during the forty years that Isra-
el wandered in the Sinai Desert as a result of God’s
judgment on its disobedience (ca. 1440-1400 BC).
Two to three million people had left Egypt, and
a whole generation died as they made that trek.
There would have been constant deaths. You could
have tracked the journey by the graves left behind.



In the midst of this, Moses reflected on realities
that are as true today as they were then.

Recall the last time you went to a funeral. Do
you remember how the incidental stuff of life faded
away as you focused on what’s actually important?

In Psalm 90, Moses tells us what’s important.
He arranges the psalm in an inverted parallelism.
At the structure’s center, he sets forth what is vital
for us to do in light of the facts concerning both
God’s character and the brevity of our lives on this
earth.

A The Eternal God and Our Security (1-2)
B Our Physical Life Under the Curse
(3-6)
C God’s Wrath and Our Wise
Response (7-12)
B’ Our Spiritual Life Above the Curse
(18-15)
A’ The Eternal God and Our Significance
(16-17)

A. THE ETERNAL GOD AND
OUR SECURITY (1-2)

The first two verses provide a starting note of
praise for the security that God provides for believ-
ers in this world and in the world to come. Our eter-
nal God gives lasting security in all generations.

Lord, You have been our dwelling place in
all generations.

Before the mountains were brought forth,

Or ever You had formed the earth and the
world,

Even from everlasting to everlasting, You
are God.

Moses wants us to consider our time on Earth
in light of God’s eternality. Before Egypt, before
the mountains were brought forth, before the earth
was formed, God was God. He is God from everlast-
ing to everlasting, with no beginning and no end.
He exists from eternity to eternity.

This past year went by quickly for many of us.
We don’t know what the current year will bring.
Whether for people living in tents in Moses’ day,
or for people living in houses today, God can be a
dwelling place.

Generations come and go, but God remains con-
stant in His concern and care for us. The Lord is
our refuge in all generations. Jesus is “the same
yesterday, today and forever” (Heb 13:8). God pro-
vides the security we need for life in this world and
the world to come.

B. OUR PHYSICAL LIFE UNDER
THE CURSE (3-6)

Verses 3 to 6 are a lament that describes our
plight in this world. We live a short and difficult
life in a world under the curse.

You turn man to destruction,

And say, “Return, o children of men.”

For a thousand years in Your sight

Are like yesterday when it is past,

And like a watch in the night.

You carry them away like a flood;

They are like a sleep.

In the morning they are like grass which
grows up:

In the morning it flourishes and grows up;

In the evening it is cut down and withers.

Moses invites us to consider our lives on this
earth. In contrast to God, who i1s eternal, Moses
says that our lives are short and brutal.

Adam’s sin brought hardship and death into
the world. God’s judgment was: “In the sweat of
your face you shall eat bread till you return to the
ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you
are and to dust you shall return” (Gen 3:19). Man
is “dust in the wind.”

Enormous amounts of time are insignificant to
God. In light of His eternality, a thousand years
are like a day to Him. From our human perspec-
tive, a thousand years seems a very long time. A
thousand years ago, skilled scribes in medieval
Europe labored for years to produce a single copy
of the Scriptures, for Gutenberg had yet to invent
and produce his printing press. We think of this as
having been long, long ago, but to God, it’s as if it
were only yesterday.

A human life—even the longest human life—is
short. It’s like a three-hour watch in the night, a
flash flood, a fleeting night’s dream, or some grass
that sprouts in the morning and dies at night.
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We're here for a fleeting moment, and then we're
gone. Death is certain. We're dust in the winds of
time. That puts things into perspective, doesn’t it?

C. GOD’S WRATH AND OUR
WISE RESPONSE (7-12)

Verses 7 to 9 make it plain that we live under
God’s wrath. Our lives are short and challenging
because of God’s wrath resulting from man’s sin.

For we have been consumed by Your anger,

And by Your wrath we are terrified.

You have set our iniquities before You,

Our secret sins in the light of Your coun-
tenance.

For all our days have passed away in Your
wrath;

We finish our years like a sigh.

Our lives are complicated because of God’s an-
ger. Remember why a whole generation of Israel-
ites died in the wilderness. After the twelve spies
returned from Canaan, the people had rebelled
against God by believing the majority report claim-
ing that the people of the land were too great for
the Israelites to conquer. God said, “I the LORD
have spoken this. I will surely do so to all this evil
congregation who are gathered together against
Me. In this wilderness they shall be consumed, and
there they shall die” (Num 14:35).

The Israelites were living in tents and dying in
the wilderness as a consequence of sin. We’re not
living in tents and dying in the wilderness, but life
is hard and short. We're still dealing with the con-
sequences of sin and the mess it has made in this
world. We're still having to cope with God’s righ-
teous anger over sin. God’s opposition to sin con-
sumes us.

God sees and knows all our sins. The thoughts
that we harbor in the privacy of our minds and the
things that we do in our personal lives are in plain
view of the light of God’s countenance.

Our days pass away quickly because of God’s
judgment on sin. They come to an end like a “sigh.”

Reflect on the reality of God’s eternality and of
the brevity of our lives. Our human lives are short
and hard. Respond rightly.
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Verses 10-12 set out the right response. The
proper response to God’s wrath is to implore God to
give us wisdom in living out our fleeting days.

The days of our lives are seventy years;

And if by reason of strength they are
eighty years,

Yet their boast is only labor and sorrow;

For it is soon cut off, and we fly away.

Who knows the power of Your anger?

For as the fear of You, so is Your wrath.

So teach us to number our days,

That we may gain a heart of wisdom.

Moses notes that normal life expectancy will be
about 70 years, and that an extended lifespan may
reach 80.! Our lives are full of toil and trouble. We
soon fly away in death. How should we respond?

Respond by numbering your days.

If you're 25, you have 16,200 days left to live.
If you're 35, you have 12,775 days left to live.
If you're 45, you have 9,175 days left to live.
If you're 65, you have 1,925 days left to live.
If you're 70, you're in grace time.?

Respond by asking God for wisdom in living out
your days. Ephesians 5:15-17 exhorts us to redeem
the time: “See then that you walk circumspectly,
not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, be-
cause the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise,
but understand what the will of the Lord is.”

Treasure time as a valuable asset. Benjamin
Franklin said, “Do not squander time, for it is the
stuff life is made of.”

Invest time wisely for eternal purposes. You
can’t save time, but you can invest it so that it
counts for eternity. Billy Graham encouraged the
graduating students at a Wheaton College com-
mencement: “Time is the capital that God has giv-
en us to invest.”

Manage time well on a daily basis.

Enjoy God’s good gifts such as food, drink, and
marriage all the days of your life and do good (Eccl
2:24; 3:12-13; 5:18-20; 9:9).



B’. OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE ABOVE
THE CURSE (13-15)

Verses 13 to 15 comprise a prayer for God’s
mercy. We can pray that God would turn to us in
compassion. We can pray that God would turn our
sorrow into joy.

Return, O Lord!

How long?

And have compassion on Your servants.

Oh, satisfy us early with Your mercy,

That we may rejoice and be glad all our
days!

Make us glad according to the days in
which You have afflicted us,

The years in which we have seen evil.

In light of the brevity and difficulty of life, Mo-
ses prays for several things.

First, he prays that God will relent in His anger.
It’s a prayer that God’s anger will not be the final
word. It’s a prayer that God will show us grace.
It’s a prayer that has been answered in Christ,
who bore away our sin (John 1:29) and has given
us grace upon grace (John 1:16). He has promised
everlasting life to all who simply believe in Him for
it (John 3:16; 5:24; 6:47).

Second, Moses prays that God will give him
gladness and joy. God’s goodness and mercy can
accompany us throughout our lives (Ps 23:6).

A’. THE ETERNAL GOD AND OUR
SIGNIFICANCE (16-17)

Verses 16-17 constitute a prayer for God’s favor
in life. Our eternal God gives lasting significance
to our labors.

Let Your work appear to Your servants,

And Your glory to their children.

And let the beauty of the LORD our God
be upon us,

And establish the work of our hands for us;

Yes, establish the work of our hands.

Finally, Moses prays that God’s favor will rest
upon his life and work. Pray that God will show
you His favor daily. Ask Him for His blessing on
your life, that He would establish the work of your
hands.

Our work in Christ is not in vain and will be
rewarded in the life to come. Paul concluded his
message on the resurrection with this exhortation:
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the
Lord” (1 Cor 15:58). Number your days and present
to God a wise heart. It’s about time.

Psalm 90 moved Isaac Watts to write O God,
Our Help in Ages Past. His stanzas parallel the
psalm’s verses. His familiar first stanza is: “O God,
our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal
home.” The eternal God is our help and our hope. M

Philippe Sterling is the pastor of Vista
Ridge Bible Fellowship in Lewisville, TX.
He and his wife of 45 years, Brenda, live
in Denton, TX, near their daughter, Sarah,
son-in-law, Ben, and grandkids.

1 Editor's note: Moses lived to be 120, and his brother Aaron,
123. Possibly, Moses wrote this when he was 80. In any case,
Moses was not saying that these ages were set in stone. Today
the life expectancy in America is 77.28. In Botswana, it is 65.65.
In India, it is 70.15. People born in Chad, Nigeria, and Lesotho
all have life expectancies of between 53 and 55. The people of
Hong Kong, Japan, Macao, and Switzerland have life expec-
tancies of 84 or 85.

2 Editor's note: | turned 70 last year. While | realize | might live to
be 100, | know my time could be up this year. The GES board
has made plans for the day when | either die or cannot contin-
ue doing this work. To fail to plan is to plan to fail.
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[F GHRISTIAN LEADERS
ARENT SURE, HOW GAN
REGULAR PEEPS BE SURE

BOB
Iwatch the news for a few

works will make it. And they ar-
minutes each morning before en’t sure they will persevere.
leaving for work. On Good Friday Ive debated several Arminian

morning this year, I watched Bri- pastors and theologians as well.
an Kilmeade interview Cardinal Dolan,

Same answer. They are unsure of
Archbishop of New York.

their final destination because they are
The ending of the interview struck me.

Kilmeade asked Cardinal Dolan if he
hoped to become Pope.

not sure they will persevere until death.

Here are two examples of prominent Cal-
vinists who say they are unsure of their eternal
destinies:

Dr. R. C. Sproul. In a November 1989 Table-
talk article, he wrote:

Cardinal Dolan replied, “I'm seven-
ty-three years old. 'm very happy here.
And as I said earlier, all I want to do is
get to heaven.”

A while back, I had one of those moments
of acute self-awareness that we have from
on your way.” time to time, and suddenly the question

Cardinal Dolan’s response was sad- hit me: “R.C., what if you are not one of
the redeemed? What if your destiny is not
heaven after all, but hell?” Let me tell you
that I was flooded in my body with a chill

I've heard that before from Calvinist and Ar- that went from my head to the bottom of
my spine. I was terrified.

Kilmeade smiled and said, “You are

ly less than what we might expect: “I
hope so0.”

minian pastors and theologians.

I've had debates with three or four prominent He concluded that though unsure of his eternal

Calvinists. They all said they were unsure of destiny, he had learned that “being uncomfortable

whether they’d go to heaven or hell. They believe with Jesus was better than any other option!”

that only those who persevere in faith and good
Dr. John Piper. At the Desiring God website,

in an article entitled “Helping People Have the
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Assurance of Salvation,” Dr. John Piper says that
assurance requires “the painful work of self-exam-
ination” and that “assurance is a fight until the day
we die.”?

Another prominent Calvinist is Dr. John MacAr-
thur. While I've not found any example of his com-
ing coming right out and saying he’s unsure, I've
found plenty of quotes that show he must be.

At the Grace to You website, in a message en-
titled “Resting in the Assurance of Our Salvation,”
he says that assurance is found in the objective
promises in the Bible and in our subjective works.
He adds, “What is going on in my life? Am I see-
ing a transformation in my life? because that’s es-
sential, that’s essential.”? Of course, no one can be
sure that he will persevere in faith and good works
(1 Cor 9:27). No matter how much good people see
in their lives, they are imperfect and fallible. Fall-
ing away is always possible. But if your theology
says that those who fall away will be eternally con-
demned, then you do not know your own eternal
destiny.

MacArthur wrote a book about assurance called
Saved Without a Doubt. Chapter 6 is entitled
“Dealing with Doubt.” There he writes, “Some lack
assurance because they are under strong preach-
ing on God’s holy standard. Such preaching forces
people to see their sinfulness and acknowledge that
the holiness of God calls them to a lofty standard of
living” (p. 95).

He continues, “Those who preach as they should
will find some in their congregation plagued with
doubt. Is that bad? No, the pulpit is rightly the
creator of anxious hearts. How else can it unset-
tle those who have false assurance?” (p. 96, italics

added).

If the people at the top of Protestant and Catho-
lic ministries are unsure of their eternal destinies,
how can any regular folk be sure?

The answer is simple: We need to disconnect
assurance from perseverance. Our eternal destiny
does not depend upon the level and continuity of
our faithful service to Christ.

Of course, doing that requires personal involve-
ment. If we follow a tradition that denies the prom-
ise of everlasting life to the believer, then we will

not be sure. We must pray about this and study
God’s Word, especially the Gospel of John.

I have written a new book titled The Gospel Is
Still Under Siege. It is a sequel to Zane Hodges’s
1981 book, The Gospel Under Siege.

Brian Kilmeade’s interview with Cardinal Dolan
reminds me that the gospel is still under siege.

Don’t get me wrong. I'm not suggesting that
Christian leaders who are unsure of their salvation
intentionally attack the gospel. They don’t. They
are genuinely unsure. They share their uncertainty
with those who will listen. But regardless of their
intentions, their traditions—whether Calvinist,
Catholic, Arminian, or Orthodox—are all in con-
flict with the promise of everlasting life to anyone
who simply believes in the Lord Jesus Christ.

I'm not saying that these leaders are necessar-
ily unsaved. Dolan, Sproul, Piper, and MacArthur
may all have believed in the promise of everlast-
ing life in the past. If so, they remain eternally
secure today despite having lost their assurance.
But those who have never been sure have not yet
been born again. If you believe John 3:16, you are
certain you will never perish. You know you have
everlasting life.

Are you sure you will be with the Lord and His
people forever? It does not take great faith. It only
takes faith. Take Jesus at His word and you set-
tle the issue of your eternal destiny once and for
all. Check out John 3:16. Pray about it. It really is
quite simple. M

Bob Wilkin is Executive Director of Grace
Evangelical Society. He and Sharon live in
Highland Village, TX. He has racewalked
ten marathons.

1 Available here: https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/help-
ing-people-have-the-assurance-of-salvation. Last accessed
April 11,2023.

2 Available here: https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-li-

brary/90-286/resting-in-the-assurance-of-our-salvation. Last
accessed April 11,2023.
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Christ Is

Credible

PART TWO: THE CREDIBLE
CLAIMS OF CHRIST

DIX WINSTON

Jesus Christ claimed to be the Son of God.
The New Testament presents Him as being fully
God and fully human. His death paid for the sins
of the whole world. As a result, anybody who be-
lieves in Him for eternal life receives it as a free
gift.

These are all incredible claims. They would
certainly indicate that He was a unique Person
in all of history. The question is: Are they true?

For at least four reasons, the answer is a re-
sounding “yes”! Jesus lived a predicted life. He
lived a powerful life. He lived a perfect life. Fi-
nally, He lived a prevailing life.
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A Predicted Life

In the OT, there are more than three hun-
dred prophecies concerning the coming Messiah.
They were written over a thousand-year period,
hundreds of years before Jesus was born. Some
of these are miraculous in nature, such as the
prophecy that He would be born of a virgin. A
skeptic would naturally reject such things. But
even those prophecies that do not fall into those
kinds of categories point to a one-of-a-kind Man.

One prophecy in the OT was that the com-
ing Messiah would be Jewish, a descendant of



Abraham (Gen 22:18). Jesus fulfilled this prophecy
Matt 1:1).

But the Christ must come from a particular
tribe of Israel, which was Judah (Gen 49:10). Je-
sus was part of this narrower section of the nation
(Luke 3:23, 33).

Within the tribe of Judah, the Messiah was to
be from a particular family. He was to be a son of
David (Jer 23:5). Luke tells us that the Lord was
indeed a part of the house of David.

These prophecies did not just deal with His
background. They also addressed where He would
be born. The Christ was going to be born in a par-
ticular small town, which was Bethlehem (Mic 5:2).
Because of extraordinary historical circumstances,
Jesus was born in that particular insignificant
town (Matt 2:1).

Writing about seven hundred years before
Christ was born, the prophet Isaiah predicted that
He would suffer and be rejected by the nation of
Israel (Isaiah 53). An example of this suffering was
predicted by one of the psalmists, who wrote that
the Christ would die by crucifixion (Ps 22:16)—a
means of execution that did not exist in his own
day.

What were the odds that one man would fulfill
these, along with all the other prophecies the OT
writers said would be true of a particular Man who
would live hundreds of years in the future? When
we include the predictions that involved the Mes-

siah’s miraculous powers, it is safe to say only one
Person fits the bill.

A Powerful Life

The pages of the NT are full of examples of the
power of Christ. He cast out demons. He healed the
sick. He exercised dominion over creation itself, by
walking on the Sea of Galilee. He even raised the
dead.

While unbelievers would scoff at such things,
it must be remembered that even His enemies ac-
knowledged that He performed such miraculous
deeds. A man named Nicodemus, who at the time
did not believe He was the Christ, stated that He
was able to do mighty works through the power of

God (John 3:1-2). Later, these healings would lead
Nicodemus to believe in Him.

Even those who eventually put Jesus to death
could not deny that He possessed supernatural
power. Jews of His day had various opinions of
Him. Because of the power He exhibited in His
healings, many thought He was a prophet, even if
they didn’t think He was the Son of God.

Other writings outside of the NT also testify that
Jesus was able to exercise that power. Of course,
the writers of the NT, who were often eyewitnesses
of the things Jesus did, attest to their reality.

The evidence is overwhelming. Whatever some-
body thinks about the identity of Jesus of Naza-
reth, He was a Man who did miraculous things.

A Perfect Life

Jesus of Nazareth backed up His claim that
He was the Son of God by the life that he lived.
The New Testament writers say He lived a perfect
life. One of His closest disciples, Peter, would later
write that His life was “unblemished and spotless”
(1 Pet 1:18). This, of course, would be the case if
He was God in the flesh. God, after all, is perfectly
holy. It is impossible for Him to sin.

The life of Jesus was on full display, even be-
fore His enemies. It is noteworthy that they were
not able to accuse Him of any sin. Once, those who
opposed Him did so because He was claiming to be
the Christ, the Son of God. They were unwilling to
believe such things.

At this time, the Lord had been ministering all
over Israel. Thousands upon thousands, including
His enemies, had seen how He lived. His life was
an open book. To those who would have been quick
to point out His faults He asked, “Which one of you
convicts me of sin?” (John 8:46).

What man would ever ask such a question, espe-
cially a man who was well-known to a whole nation
of people? Those who spend time around a man can
easily identify his weaknesses. But that was not
the case with this Man. Not even those who wanted
to put Him to death could find any sin with which
to charge Him. None of them pointed out any moral
shortcoming of Jesus of Nazareth.
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The same would be true for the man who would
be most responsible for executing Him. Even he
knew that Jesus had done nothing worthy of death.
The charges brought against Him were bogus. The
Roman governor Pilate, who was not a believer,
admitted that Christ was not guilty (Luke 23:4).
In front of those who wanted to kill Him, Pilate fa-
mously washed his hands. The act signified that
he realized Jesus was completely innocent (Matt
217:24).

Jesus claimed to be the Son of God who had eter-
nal life to give to anybody who believed in Him for
it. Coming from any other man, such claims would
be preposterous. But He backed it up by living a
perfect life.

He backed it up in another way as well.

A Prevailing Life

Jesus told His disciples that He would prove the
veracity of His claims by rising from the dead. Did
He?

It was a certainty that He died. All four Gospel
writers state it. More than that, nobody could sur-
vive what He, a crucified Man, went through. He
had been beaten and whipped and hung upon the
cross for hours. There would have been a tremen-
dous loss of blood. After He died, a soldier pierced
His side with a spear, and blood and water poured
out.

A Roman centurion, who had seen many men
die, confirmed to the Roman governor that Jesus
had died. The men who removed Him from the
cross prepared His body for burial and obviously
could tell He was dead. They wrapped the body
with many pounds of spices and ointment in order
to delay the decomposition of the body for as long
as possible.

They placed Him in a tomb, which was sealed
with a very heavy stone. It would have been
around six feet in diameter. The authorities placed
guards around the tomb, so that nobody would
steal the dead body. There were probably sixteen
such guards. Everybody—His friends and enemies
alike—knew He was dead.
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Without a doubt, the tomb was empty three
days later. All four Gospel writers attest to it, and
explain that He rose from the dead. Many of His
disciples proclaimed that they had seen Him, on
many different occasions.

His enemies have concocted different theories as
to how that tomb became empty while denying the
resurrection of Christ. Some have said He didn’t
really die and was able to roll the heavy stone away
after going three days in the tomb after His cru-
cifixion. He was then able to get past the sixteen
guards.

Others have said that the disciples stole the
body. They were able to get past the guards, roll the
stone away, unwrap the linens around the body,
and remove the body, all without the guards real-
izing what was happening. They then lied, saying
He was risen. Afterwards, almost all of them gladly
laid down their lives preaching that message.

Any neutral person looking at the evidence will
immediately see that such theories defy credulity.
The most logical answer—in fact, the only one that
makes sense—is that Jesus rose from the dead.

Conclusion

Jesus of Nazareth claimed to be God. As such,
He could give eternal life to anybody who believed
in Him for it. Such claims would be rejected out of
hand by any ordinary man who made them.

But Jesus was different. He backed it up with
four credentials. Those who knew Him best con-
firmed these credentials. He lived a predicted life,
a powerful life, a perfect life, and a prevailing life.

Any one of these would cause a person to inves-
tigate His claims. Taking all four together leaves

us with only one conclusion: what He claimed is
true. M

Dix is the senior pastor of Crosspoint
Community Church in Centennial, Colo-
rado. He and his wife, Cynthia, recently
welcomed their first grandson, Gunnar
Titus. Dix is unashamedly Dispensational
and Free Grace!
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A]l my Christian life I've heard people say

things like this: “A real Christian would nev-
er commit that sin.” Of course, those who say such
a thing differ on what that sin would be. However,
one of the “really big” sins is to deny Christ. It is
common to hear preachers and Bible teachers say
that anybody who is truly a believer could never
do that.

All of that is arbitrary. Why is denying Christ
worse than a host of other sins, like adultery?
What if a believer denies the Lord in a moment of
anger? What if his life, or the life of a family mem-
ber, is threatened? What if, especially as a new be-
liever, he is exposed to some teachings by a cult
that leads to denial? What if he does it when he is
simply having a very bad day, such as after going
through painful chemotherapy because of cancer?
What if he feels sorry for doing it later, and if so,
how much time can pass before it is too late to con-
fess that sin?

Hopefully, if we consider these kinds of ques-
tions, we will reconsider our opinion on this mat-
ter. The view that a believer cannot deny the Lord
springs from a very basic misunderstanding. It
fails to see just how sinful we are. As long as we
are alive on this earth, we will possess our flesh.
In that flesh, in the right situation, a believer can
commit any sin, including denying the Lord.

Thankfully, due to the grace of God, eternal life
is a free gift we receive by believing in Jesus Christ
for it. It can never be lost, even if we deny Him.

Once we understand such things, it is wise to
realize the danger we face. While we cannot lose
our eternal salvation, we can dishonor the Lord by
denying Him. We can look at believers who have
done it and learn from their experiences.

There is a famous example of such a believer in
the New Testament.

Meet Peter

The Apostle Peter famously denied the Lord
three times. This, by itself, should settle the issue

of whether a believer can commit that sin once and
for all.

It is easy to understand why Peter did what he
did. He was under enormous pressure. He had at-
tacked a governmental official a few hours earli-
er in a garden, attempting to murder him (John
18:10). Those who were asking him if he knew Je-
sus, suspected that he had been in the garden. In
fact, one of them was a relative of the man Peter
attacked (John 18:26). Peter feared for his safety.

This was compounded by the fact that Jesus
Himself was on trial, right above the spot where
Peter was standing. The Lord would be given a
death sentence by the court He stood in. It was
dangerous to be associated with Him.

Peter had the natural desire to value his own
comfort. He knew that if he spoke the truth about
Jesus, he would be punished. He feared what the
authorities would do to him. He wanted to avoid
any negative consequences. Mark relates how he
sought his own comfort in even the smallest detail:
while Jesus was being beaten, Peter was warming
himself by a fire because of the coolness in the air
(Mark 14:67).

Of course, Peter knew it was wrong to deny
Christ. As a result, he tried to avoid doing so. In his
first denial, he simply walked away from the girl
who questioned whether he knew the Lord, saying
he didn’t understand what she was saying. This did
not work. A larger crowd noticed him in his new lo-
cation. The same girl pointed out to the bystanders
that Peter was an associate of Christ. He could not
simply walk away, but he had to deal with several
accusations. He had to deny it many times. Peter
had gotten the attention of a large group, and they
pressed the issue. After thinking it over and ob-
serving him, they confronted him again. He had to
repeatedly and strongly deny that he knew Christ.
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Peter was more concerned about what those
around him thought and would potentially do to
him than doing what was right. Every believer
should realize we could all find ourselves in a simi-
lar situation and do the same thing.

We also know how he responded. When he real-
ized what he had done, he went out and wept bit-
terly.

In the Gospel of Mark, we also see in another
way just how painful his denials of the Lord were
for him.

“Mark, Put This Next”

There is a long tradition in church history that
states that Peter was the source for much of the
material that Mark uses in the Gospel of Mark.
Mark was not an eyewitness for most of the events
in Christ’s life, so Peter’s input would have been
extremely valuable.

It would have been difficult for Peter to relate to
Mark how he had denied Christ as the Lord faced
His death on the cross. Peter was brutally honest
about his failings, but his shame concerning his ac-
tions intensified as he continued the story.

Peter told Mark what happened to the Lord
next. In Mark’s gospel, the account of Christ’s trial
before Pilate occurs immediately after Peter’s deni-
als (Mark 14:66-72; 15:1-15). We can almost hear
Peter telling Mark to put them side by side. Peter
wants the readers of the book to understand his
betrayal. He wants us to see he was just like Pilate.

Meet Pilate

There are a lot of parallels between Peter and
Pilate in this section of Mark. Jesus stood on trial
before the Sanhedrin. Now, He stands on trial be-
fore Pilate. In both instances, His life is on the line.
Both trials will result in Him being found worthy
of death.

Like Peter, Pilate knows that Jesus is inno-
cent and unworthy of death. But he too is afraid
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to speak the truth. He is worried about the people
around him and what they will say. As a Roman
governor, he had a comfortable and prosperous life.
He was in danger of losing that if he did the right
thing. He was very concerned about his own per-
sonal comfort.

Pilate was in his position in Judah because he
was appointed to it by those in power in Rome. He
also had to answer for any decision he made to his
superior in Syria. Historians tell us that his loyal-
ty to Rome had begun to be questioned by Caesar.
In addition, the Jews had made some complaints
about him. As a result, Pilate was on shaky politi-
cal ground.

Now, the Jews were saying that Jesus was
claiming to be the King of the Jews. They said He
was a threat to Rome. But Caesar proclaimed that
he was the king. How would it look if Pilate simply
let Jesus go? Pilate was concerned about losing his
job and any other possible punishment he would
experience if he did not kill Jesus of Nazareth.

Like Peter in the previous section, Pilate tries
to get himself out of the situation. He doesn’t want
to kill Jesus, so he tells the crowds that He is in-
nocent. He then offers to release Him because it is
the Passover, as a demonstration of Rome’s grace
to the Jews. He scourges Jesus, hoping that the
crowd would be satisfied with that level of punish-
ment and spare the Lord’s life.

None of this, however, works. Like the crowd
that prompted Peter to deny the Lord, the crowd
in front of Pilate call for the crucifixion of Christ
and compel Pilate to crucify Him. Peter wept bit-
terly. Pilate also regretted what he had to do and
washed his hands before those who called for the
crucifixion.

Pilate was an unbeliever. Peter was a believer.
But they had something in common. When it came
to how they reacted to the sufferings of Christ, they
were more concerned about their own safety than
doing the right thing. They feared what the crowd
around them would do to them.



Pilate and Peter were more concerned

about their own safety than doing the right

thing. They feared what the crowd around
them would do to them.

Conclusion

Anybody who has ever believed in Jesus Christ
for eternal life has it. It can never be lost. That is
the promise Christ has made to us. It is a gift be-
cause of God’s grace towards us in His Son. The
sins we commit cannot change that in any way.

Throughout church history, however, many
have wanted to deny these truths. Certainly, they
claim, there are some sins that would cause us to
lose eternal life. Others would say there are sins
that a Christian could never commit. One of those
sins is denying the Lord.

Peter shows us that is not the case. He teaches
us that even after we have believed in Christ, we
continue to be subject to fearing for our own safety
and comfort. We can become more concerned about
what the crowds and the world think of us and
what they might do, than pleasing the Lord.

In other words, to put it simply, we are still sin-
ners. It is sobering to realize that we can be like
Peter, and do what he did. But Peter, through the
Gospel of Mark, wants us to see that we can also be
like Pilate. We can think and act like the unbeliev-
ing world, just as Peter did.

We need to recognize what we are capable of do-
ing in our sinful flesh. The next time you think of a
sin you could never commit, look at the portraits of
Peter and Pilate that Mark places side by side for
us in Mark 14-15. It is only then that we will have
the wisdom to ask the Lord to live through us and
strengthen us against those temptations. M

Ken Yates is a retired Army chaplain (Lt. Col).
He has many theological degrees, including
a Ph.D. from DT.S. in New Testament. He
leads the GES international ministry, cohosts
the daily podcast, and assists Bob in all
aspects of the GES ministry. His new book,
Elisabeth, is a powerful testimony to the
power of God manifested in a Christ-cen-
tered family. He and his wife, Pam, live in
Columbia, SC.
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What
Did |
Know?

Mike (Tsung-Tsun) Lii

didn’t grow up in a professing Christian home.

When I was an elementary student, our fami-
ly attended church once or twice a year, not nec-
essarily on Easter or Christmas. During my mid-
dle school years, I was taken more regularly to a
Taiwanese-speaking Presbyterian church, which
should have increased my Bible knowledge. But,
due to the language barrier, it did not.

By the time I was a junior in high school, what
was the extent of my knowledge of the Bible and
Jesus? From my limited exposure, I regarded the
Bible as a special book but did not realize it was
God’s inerrant word. I also believed that Jesus was
a special person, and I remembered, from my child-
hood, the stories of Jesus feeding the 5,000 and
walking on water. But I did not know that Jesus
was God who had come as a human.

I also did not understand the significance of
Christmas. I had no idea that the Christ in Christ-
mas was Jesus Christ, since the Christ in Christ-
mas 1s pronounced differently from the Christ in
Jesus Christ. Christmas was a great time of get-
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ting toys, taking a break from school, and watching
holiday specials on TV. When I was six or seven, I
wrote a wish list for Santa. But when none of my
wishes were realized—even though I thought I had
been pretty good that year—I knew Santa was just
make-believe.

I also had no idea of the significance of Easter.
It was fun to dye eggs and get candy, especially sug-
ar-coated marshmallow Peeps. I did not even know
why crosses were so prevalent on church buildings
or around people’s necks. I was Biblically and theo-
logically ignorant in many basic areas.

I began attending a high school church fellow-
ship on Friday nights during my junior year. I had
been attending for about a month when, after the
fellowship, one night, the counselor asked to speak
to three other guys and me.

The counselor—who was giving me rides to and
from the fellowship—asked, “If we got into a car ac-
cident on the drive home, would you know for sure
that you would go to heaven?”

I replied, “I hope so, because I hope I have done
more good than bad.” My theology of salvation was
based on what I had seen on TV and in the movies.
The counselor proceeded to tell me that no one de-
served to go to heaven because all had sinned and
fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). I had
no issue with this since I knew I was not perfect
and had done wrong in the past.

The counselor then told me about Jesus’ death
on the cross and showed me Romans 6:23, Ephe-
sians 2:8-9, and John 3:16. He emphasized that we
are saved, not by any works like baptism or going
to church, but just by believing in Jesus for salva-
tion. Ephesians 2:8-9 really struck a chord with me:

For by grace you have been saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone
should boast.

It was then that I understood and believed that
I would be with Jesus forever when I died—solely
as a free gift-because Jesus had promised eternal
life to everyone who believes in Him. Nothing else
I needed to do to earn or keep it. Nothing I did or
failed to do would result in my losing it. I remem-



ber thinking, “Wow! This really is good news. Why
did no one else tell me about this before, in all my
past visits to church?”

At that moment, if you had quizzed me on my
theological understanding, I would have failed mis-
erably. Regarding the Bible, I would have told you
that it was a special book and that the stories about
Jesus walking on water and feeding the 5,000 were
true, as well as the verses the counselor had shown
me (Romans 3:23 and 6:23, Ephesians 2:8-9, and
John 3:16), but I would have told you that I didn’t
know whether the Bible was word-for-word true
and completely without error.

Regarding Jesus’ deity, I would have told you
that Jesus was the literal Son of God the Father,
since John 3:16 describes Jesus as God’s Son. I
knew and believed that Jesus was a special Person
because He walked on water and fed the 5,000 from
a little boy’s meal, which no ordinary human could
do. However, I had no concept of Jesus’ deity as a
member of the Trinity and had never heard about
the Holy Spirit.

I recall the counselor’s telling me about and em-
phasizing Jesus’ death on the cross. He may have
mentioned Jesus’ rising from the dead, and I just
missed i1t. Regardless, at that point I still hadn’t
understood that Jesus rose from the dead after dy-
ing on the cross. That night I did understand the
significance of Good Friday, but I still did not un-
derstand the significance of Easter/Resurrection
Sunday.

However, my childhood belief in two of Jesus’
signs: (1) His feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:1-14) and
(2) His walking on water (John 6:16-21), had the
intended effect spoken of in John 20:30-31:

And truly Jesus did many other signs in
the presence of His disciples, which are
not written in this book; but these [signs]
are written that you may believe that Je-
sus 1s the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing you may have life in His name.!

Because of believing that Jesus miraculously ac-
complished these two signs, I believed that Jesus
was a special Person who could fulfill His promise to
give everlasting life to anyone who believes in Him

for that life. Those two signs were enough for me to
believe that Jesus’ promise in John 3:16 is true:

For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.

That night, I believed in Jesus for everlasting
life, and I knew for sure that when I died, I would
be with Jesus forever, independent of any good
works that I did or didn’t do in the future.

Of course, my knowledge of Jesus increased
rapidly in the coming weeks and months because I
wanted to know more about the One who had given
me eternal life as a free gift. I quickly learned the
significance of Easter: that Jesus who died on the
cross for me came back alive from the grave. The
same dJesus, whom I had believed was the literal
Son of God, is actually God who came in the flesh,
created the universe, existed for all time, and is a
member of the Trinity. I learned that the Bible—
which I already thought of as a special book that
contains the truth of the message of eternal life—
was more than that. Every word of the Bible was
true and inerrant.

Although I didn’t know a whole lot about Jesus
and the Bible, and though I had some serious de-
ficiencies in my theological understanding, I knew
enough to believe in Jesus’ guarantee of everlast-
ing life to all believe in Him for that life. As Jesus
has promised in John 6:47:

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who be-
lieves in Me has everlasting life.

Thank You, Lord, for Your Word. Thank You,
Lord, for the Holy Spirit’s use of Jesus’ signs in a

child’s life to lead him to believe in Jesus for ever-
lasting life. M

Mike Lii is a finance attorney. He and his
wife, Letitia, a member of the GES board,
and their son, Payton, live in Dallas and
serve at several Free Grace churches. Mike
and Letitia also run the Zane Hodges Library
online (zanehodges.org).

1 To believe that “Jesus is the Christ” is to believe that He gives
resurrection and eternal life to every believer in Him. See John
11:25-27.
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Ironside
Teach

Lordsk
Salvatl

Bob Wilkin




*This article was first published in the June 1989 issue of what was then
a newsletter called The GES News.

O ne writer has recently suggested that H. A. Ironside’s view
of repentance is the same as that of modern Commitment
Salvation (i.e., Lordship Salvation) advocates (John F. MacAr-
thur, Jr., The Gospel According to Jesus, p.160). The impression
was given that Ironside taught Lordship Salvation.

This surprised me. I read Ironside’s book Except Ye Repent as
part of my work on my doctoral dissertation. I concluded that he
held to the change-of-mind view of repentance, not the turn-from-
sins position.

Did Ironside indeed teach Commitment Salvation?
I went back and re-read Ironside.
Here is what I found.

Ironside did, on rare occasions, make statements which, if tak-
en by themselves, could be taken to imply a mild form of Commit-
ment Salvation. He said, for example:

Shallow preaching that does not grapple with the terrible
fact of man’s sinfulness and guilt, calling on “all men ev-
erywhere to repent,” results in shallow conversions; and
so we have myriads of glib-tongued professors today who
give no evidence of regeneration whatever. Prating of
salvation by grace, they manifest no grace in their lives.
Loudly declaring they are justified by faith alone, they
fail to remember that “faith without works is dead”; and
that justification by works before men is not to be ignored
as though it were in contradiction to justification by faith
before God (Except Ye Repent [New York: Loizeaux Bros.,
1937], p. 11).

I consulted the immediate and greater context and found that
this quote does not prove that Ironside shared the Lordship Sal-
vation view of repentance. The sentences cited are ambiguous
as to exactly what Ironside meant. He could have meant that
these conversions, though shallow, were real. However, even if
he meant that they were false conversions as evidenced by a lack
of works, that does not at all prove that he held to Lordship Sal-
vation.! We must look elsewhere to see what Ironside had to say
on that subject.
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"Looking into your own heart
for a ground of confidence i1s

like casting the anchor in the
hold of a ship."

H. A. IRONSIDE

In his book Full Assurance, Ironside answers
the question of whether we should look within

ourselves for our assurance of salvation:

Looking into your own heart for a
ground of confidence is like casting the
anchor in the hold of a ship. Cast it out-
side and let it go down into the great,
tossing ocean of strife and trouble, un-
til it grips the rock itself. Christ alone
is the rock, and He is the manifesta-
tion of the infinite love of God for sin-
ners (Full Assurance [Chicago: Moody
Press, 1968, revised edition of the 1937
original], pp.120-21).

GRACE IN FOCUS MAGAZINE  JULY / AUGUST 2023

Are those the words of one promoting Lord-
ship Salvation? Surely, they are not.

When Ironside spoke of the need to “grap-
ple with the terrible fact of man’s sinfulness
and guilt,” there is no reason to assume that he
meant that unbelievers need to commit them-
selves to the Lordship of Christ and turn from
their sins to be saved. Elsewhere he taught that
one had to recognize his own sinfulness and
need of grace (Except Ye Repent, pp. 11-12, 34),
turn from all other confidences and place his

faith solely in Jesus Christ (p. 175), and go from

rejecting to accepting Jesus and His Gospel (pp.
53, 174).




That 1s not the Commitment Salvation view If one 1s not careful, he can misrepresent an
of repentance. author by selectively quoting him. [One could
even selectively quote a Lordship Salvation

Ironside actually taught a Free Grace view of

the gospel. He said: writer and make it appear that he held to Free

Grace Salvation.] Such is the case here. It is

Repentance iS the Very Opposite Of mer- mlsrepresenting hlm tO Suggest that DI‘. II‘On-
itorious experience. It is the confession side taught Lordship Salvation. He would be
that one is utterly without merit, and deeply grieved by such a suggestion. Let the re-

if he is ever saved at all it can only be
through the merits of our Lord Jesus
Christ, “who gave himself a ransom for
all.” Here is firm footing for the soul
who realizes that all self-effort is but
sinking sand. Christ alone is the Rock
of our salvation” (Except Ye Repent, p.

cord show that Dr. Ironside was a proponent of
Free Grace Salvation and assurance based on
our infallible Savior, not our fallible works. ™

Bob Wilkin is Executive Director of

36). Grace Evangelical Society. He and
Sharon live in Highland Village, TX. He
And again: has racewalked ten marathons.

If these pages fall into the hands of

any anxious, troubled soul, desirous

of finding the way of peace and ear- 1 Today | think that | was overly gracious in what | wrote in
nestly seeking to be right with God, that sentence in 1989. If that was indeed his point, then
let me urge such a one to give up all that statement would reflect mild Lordship Salvation. Of
struggling. Just believe God. Tell Him
you are the sinner for whom the Sav-
iour died, and trust in Christ alone for
salvation.? His own word is clear and
simple: “Verily, verily I say unto you,
he that heareth my word, and believeth
on him that sent me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not come into condemna-
tion,; but is passed from death into life”
(John 5:24) (Except Ye Repent, p. 189,
italics added).

course, people can be inconsistent in their statements.
Witness Dr. Ryrie's two-coupon ticket explanation of
James 2:14-17.

2 Note that Ironside was clear that one needed to believe in
Jesus "for salvation,” which he clarified was everlasting life
that can never be lost.
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sJOHNS

GOSPEL

UFFICIENT
ZEVANGELISM?

Imet a friend for coffee recently, and
we thoroughly enjoyed an edifying
conversation about the Bible and the-
ology. At one point in the conversation,
we started talking about what a person
must believe in order to be born again.
My friend mentioned 1 Corinthians 15:1-
4 and proceeded to explain that a person
must believe Jesus that died for our sins
and was resurrected. After discussing the
passage briefly, I brought up the Gospel

DOUG POTGETER

of John and its many passages in which
it is clear that a person is born again
when he or she believes that Jesus is the
Christ. I was stunned by my friend’s re-
sponse:

John was writing about the way peo-
ple were saved in the Old Testament.
Now that Jesus has died for our sins
and resurrected, we must believe in
His work to be born again.



At the time I did not know how to respond
to this, but I've since come to understand the
importance of both John’s purpose and the date
the Gospel was written.

The Purpose of
John’s Gospel

Someone who is studying resurrection truth
will probably use 1 Corinthians 15 at some
point. Someone who is studying love will proba-
bly turn to 1 Corinthians 13. Someone studying
prophecy will more than likely look to the books
of Revelation, Ezekiel, or Daniel. The reason
1s simple: those books and passages deal with
those particular topics. And when it comes to
the question, “What must a person do to be born
again?” we should look to the Gospel of John. Is
this because the answer to this question can’t
be found elsewhere? No. There are other books
of the Bible that contain the message of life
(e.g. Acts 16:31; Rom 3:28; Gal 2:16; Eph 2:8-
9; 1 Tim 1:16; 1 John 5:1; etc.). However, while
other books of the Bible answer this question,
there is only one book that was written specifi-
cally to answer this question. To put it another
way, in the entire canon of Scripture there is
only book whose aim and purpose is evangelis-
tic: the Gospel of John. We know this because,
in 20:30-31, John clearly stated his purpose for
writing:

And truly Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of His disciples, which are not writ-
ten in this book; but these are written that
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that believing you may have
life in His name.

No other book of the Bible says what John
says here, because no other book of the Bible
was written for this specific purpose. Therefore,
if a person wants to know how to have eternal
life, he or she need read no further than the

Gospel of John. If further revelation is needed
beyond John’s Gospel, then we must concede
that John failed to achieve his purpose.

The Date of John’s Gospel

Some object to the sufficiency of John’s Gos-
pel for evangelism by saying that the Gospel’s
events occurred before Jesus died on the cross
and was resurrected. They, like my friend, con-
tend that the saving message changed after
that. Now people must not only believe on Jesus
for eternal life, but they must also believe that
Jesus died on the cross for their sins and that
He was resurrected from the dead. If they do
not believe this, they cannot be saved.

The problem with such a position is that,
while the events of John’s Gospel did occur be-
fore Jesus’ death and resurrection, John did not
write his account until years after Jesus ascend-
ed. Scholars vary in their opinions of the date of
John’s Gospel. Colin Kruse, in his commentary,
mentions one scholar who holds to a date in the
60s, before the destruction of Jerusalem in AD
70. Kruse himself holds to a date in the 80s or
90s.! Even if one holds to an earlier date, it is
still true that John wrote his Gospel long after
Jesus’ death and resurrection, but if one holds
to a later date, the point is strengthened even
more.

Since John wrote his Gospel long after Jesus
died on the cross, rose from the dead, and as-
cended, it is reasonable to believe that the sav-
ing message did not change and that his Gospel
is sufficient to bring someone to Christ. If the
saving message changed, why would John have
failed to mention such a critical truth? Accord-
ing to John, he and the disciples did not believe
a different saving message from the one we be-
lieve today. The message is the same, and the
critical point to realize is this: if the saving mes-
sage did change, then John did not succeed in
fulfilling his purpose for writing.
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George Meisinger makes this very point in the book minister with John’s Gospel to unbelievers

The Fundamentals for the Twenty-First Century: and present it to them.?
John was ‘moved by the Holy Spirit’ to state his Based on John’s clear purpose for writing, and
purpose, thus we must conclude that he accom- the approximate date that he wrote, the most rea-
plished his goal, recording everything one must sonable conclusion is that his Gospel is sufficient
do to have eternal life. To suppose otherwise for evangelization. Ultimately, while other books of
assumes that John either misrepresented, or the Bible may be helpful, no other book is needed.

failed to achieve, his purpose. A proper view of

R : o John’s Gospel is, indeed, sufficient. ™
inspiration does not permit such suppositions.? P

To say that the saving message changed after

the death and resurrection of Christ would imply Doug Potgeter lives in Holland, MI with

. . . . . his wife of t , H h.He |
that John failed in his purpose since he did not say t::;j:n desnp);iadriim:r\];?h hi:w?;e:n d

that a person must believe Jesus died on the cross four boys.
and was resurrected in order to have eternal life.
And if we hold that John failed in his purpose, then

we undermine the reliability of Scripture. When

1 Kruse, Colin G. "Date and Place of Writing.” John: An Introduc-

- i tion and Commentary, InterVarsity Press, USA, Downers Grove,
Gospel becomes a serious issue. IL, 2017, pp. 16-17.

considered in this light, the sufficiency of John’s

2 Cited by Shawn Lazar in "Did John Fail?" Faithalone.org, 7

Conclusion Sept. 2021, https://faithalone.org/blog/did-john-fail/. The
Fundamentals of the Twenty-First Century: Examining Crucial
Issues of the Christian Faith, edited by Mal Couch (Grand
In the words of John Niemel4, Rapids, MI: Kregel), 2000. Meisinger’s chapter is entitled,
“Salvation by Faith Alone.”
John’s Gospel was designed for unbeliev- 3 Niemels, John. "John’s Gospel: Evangelistic or Not?” Faithal-
ers. Let us not perpetuate the great omis- one.org, 1 Mar. 2017, https://faithalone.org/grace-in-focus-ar-
sion by taking the one book designed for ticles/johns-gospel-evangelistic-or-not/.

unbelievers from them. Let us, instead,

"John was ‘moved by the Holy Spirit’ to state
his purpose, thus we must conclude that he
accomplished his goal, recording everything one
must do to have eternal life. To suppose otherwise
assumes that John either misrepresented, or

failed to achieve, his purpose."

GEORGE MEISINGER
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Review of
Is Calvinism Biblical?

Let the Scriptures Decide
by Robert N. Wilkin

BY KATHRYN WRIGHT
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C alvinistic theology 1is gaining popularity
among Evangelicals today. I have been in-
volved with Southern Baptist churches for much of
my life, and this theology is becoming increasingly
prominent in the seminaries and pulpits. This es-
pecially seems to be the case with young pastors.

When people defend Calvinism, they often deal
with it as a philosophical system. It is argued that
the five points of Calvinism form a logical unit. In Is
Calvinism Biblical? Wilkin does not look at Calvin-
ism from the point of view of philosophical logic;
rather, he asks whether or not the Bible supports
it. The book is written so that the man or woman in
the pew can read and understand it. However, the
pastor will find it extremely helpful as well.

Wilkin addresses all five points of Calvinism.
These five points are popularly known by the acro-
nym TULIP. The letters stand for total depravity,
unconditional election, limited atonement, irresist-
ible grace, and perseverance of the saints. Wilkin
says the last point can be—and has been—divid-
ed into two parts: the saints’ perseverance and the
saints’ preservation (p. 15).



For each of the points, Wilkin discusses two Bi-
ble passages that prove the point to be unbiblical.

Concerning total depravity, Wilkin shows that
in John 6:35, faith precedes the new birth. One
does not receive eternal life and then acquire the
ability to believe. Using the example of Cornelius
in Acts 10, Wilkin demonstrates that an unbeliever
can respond to the revelation of God (pp. 23-38).

Concerning unconditional election, Wilkin
shows that the Jews in Acts 13:46 counted them-
selves unworthy of eternal life. God was not respon-
sible for their unwillingness to believe. A similar
thing can be said about the unbelieving Jews in
John 5:39-40. Jesus said they were unwilling to
come to Him (i.e., believe in Him). He did not say
they were predestined to eternal condemnation
(pp. 39-56).

John 1:29 clearly says that Christ died for the
sins of the whole world. In 2 Peter 2:1, Peter says
that the unbelieving false teachers were bought, or
redeemed, by Christ (pp. 57-76). The two passages
are a death knell for the view that Christ died only
for people whom God elected to receive eternal life
(the L of TULIP).

Regarding irresistible grace, Wilkin appeals to
John 12:32 and Matt 23:37-39 to argue against it.
In John 12, Jesus says that He will draw all men to
Himself. In Matthew 23, it is clear that the unbe-
lieving Nation of Israel (and the people in it) could
resist the grace of God offered to it (pp. 77-96).

Using the Parable of the Four Soils in Luke 8
and the account of the woman at the well in John 4,
Wilkin shows that believers cannot lose their eter-
nal salvation. From Rev 20:11-15 and John 11:25-
27, he points out that the reason people are cast
into hell has nothing to do with their works. We
find our assurance of salvation in the promise of
Christ, not in our persevering in doing good (pp.
97-136).

Wilkin does an excellent job of getting to the
heart of the matter regarding each point of Calvin-

ism. He chooses verses that clearly and strongly
argue against each point.

No doubt the Calvinist will question Wilkin’s
exegesis. However, if Calvinism is considered a log-

ical unit, then the whole system comes into ques-
tion if one point fails.

For someone who is being drawn to Calvinism,
the book could prove invaluable in guiding him to
question whether the Bible really supports that
theological system. Because Wilkin makes twelve
separate strong arguments, it would be difficult to
claim that he has misinterpreted all twelve.

The book ends with two helpful appendices. The
first deals with the ways Calvinists reply to the
twelve verses Wilkin discusses (pp. 137-57). This
is important because often, when we read verses
that oppose a particular theological view, we won-
der how those who hold that view would respond.

The second appendix addresses the issue of elec-
tion or predestination. Wilkin uses Scripture, and
examples, to show that in the Bible election does
not mean that God chooses people to go to heaven
or hell before they are born; rather, it means that
God chooses people and even groups for service. He
has a job for them (pp. 159-70).

This book addresses a highly relevant topic in
current Evangelicalism. While many people in our
churches are not even aware of the issue, Calvin-
ism robs many of their assurance of salvation. It
pictures God as a cruel deity who has chosen people
for hell before they were born, leaving them with
nothing that they can do about it. It is taught in
many pulpits and is found in many popular Chris-
tian books. Wilkin wrote this book to help those
who struggle or will struggle with these issues. I
highly recommend this book. M

Kathryn Wright and her husband, Dewey,
live in Columbia, SC. She is the GES mis-
sions coordinator, women's conference

speaker, writer, and Zoom teacher.
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he news industry gained a lot of viewers through the debate

on “a war on women ’—but the tagline was mere semantics, if

not outright deception. The truth is, there was and is a war on gen-

der. More specifically, there is a war on masculinity and femininity.

Women have been encouraged to renounce what is unique to their

sex and to embrace masculine traits, and men have been told to re-

nounce masculine strength and to embrace their “feminine side.”

And both genders have been listening and responding. Men, in par-

ticular, have been shaped by this in startling ways.

Consider some recent research. According to Re-
uters, the level of testosterone in the average male
has declined 1 percent per year since the 1980s—
and no one knows why.! That means a 50-year-old
man in 2023 has 40 percent less testosterone than
a 50-year-old man had in 1983. An Atlantic article
that covers much of the gender issue in education
reports that there are now four men enrolled in col-
lege for every six women, and the gap is headed
to two women for every male graduate.? In 2020,
the year the pandemic hit, colleges lost massive en-
rollment, but men accounted for 70 percent of the
loss.? The Pew Research Center just published this
headline: “Women Now Outnumber Men in U.S.
College-Educated Labor Force.”* Men are changing
relationally as well. Almost 30 percent of men un-
der 30 haven’t had sex since they were 18.5 Blunt-
ly put, women don’t want or admire the men pro-
duced by our culture. On their own, statistics like
this are hard to put into a narrative. But together,
they paint a compelling picture. It seems masculin-
ity is on the decline.

Young men, I have some advice for you. But be-
fore I give it, if you haven’t heard it, hear it now.
There has been a war to remove you from influ-
encing your families, communities, and world. You

have been given a message from at least the start
of your education that you are not as valuable as
girls. And, statistics say, you have responded by
surrendering to the messaging. I am so sorry. I
am sorry that the world is the way it is. That the
beauty of the masculine soul has been decried and
denounced. I am incredibly sorry for the churches
that have promoted this message. I am sorry for
the broken homes that reinforced it. I am sorry for
the culture that has demanded it.

The masculine soul glories in the strength and
resilience needed to provide for others even when
life 1s difficult and the job challenging. The mascu-
line soul rejoices in preserving the sweet tenderness
of a peaceful, happy home, even if it means taking
up the risky role of protector. The masculine soul’s
greatest pleasure is found through the pleasure of
a spouse, not at the expense of anyone (including
the woman on the screen). God made a good thing
when He made men. And hear this specifically, your
sex drive is a good thing—God has given it to us—
to both drive one to marriage and provide delight
within it. As a believer in Jesus, your heart is good,
and your masculinity is a cause for glory, joy, and
delight. I am sorry that such a message has been all
but completely lost for a generation.
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In this milieu, young men have simply been
checking out.

What does that look like? It looks like being
over 20 and playing video games for an hour or
more daily. It looks like regular viewing of sexu-
ally arousing pictures, videos, and movies. It looks
like spending most of your recreational time in
front of a screen. It looks like rejecting the idea of
providing for others and simply finding work that
“pays the bills” so you can get back to some form of
disengagement, or not finding work at all. It looks
like financial dependence on friends and family. It
looks like disengagement from church—either not
attending at all, or only attending instead of serv-
ing. It looks like addictions, from alcohol to drugs
to TikTok.

In light of this, there are five things young men
need to know.

1. Young men who follow Jesus are in short
supply, meaning demand is super high.
Many have called our current culture
“post-Christian.” And that’s a fair assess-
ment for many parts of the country. But
men who love Jesus will always be in
high demand. Regardless of what you
might read online, a man whose identity
is secure (a son of the Most High God), and
whose mission is clear (to live in a way that
brings great glory to his Creator), will be
sought after. Your church needs you to love
Jesus; your community needs you to love Je-
sus; the economy needs you to love Jesus.
And, yes, likely, a young woman needs you
to love Jesus. To be a man who loves and fol-
lows Jesus today puts you in high demand
for most women, especially Christian wom-
en. Culture has created a form for men, but
the form is unfit—and nobody has a use for
the men it produces. So love Jesus and let
Him inform your masculinity.

2. Attempt masculinity even if you don’t
do it right. You are not perfect, and you will
fail and offend, and that’s okay. Masculinity
is imparted to men through a community of
other men over time. Fathers, uncles, grand-
fathers, mentors, teachers, coaches—men
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who fill these roles have historically been
the ones who guided boys through the initi-
ation into manhood. All of these categories
have been broken down. From single-parent
homes to the dissolution of family connec-
tions to the infiltration of the anti-mascu-
line agenda in the school systems, there has
been a blitzkrieg against everything that
makes a man. As you embrace masculinity,
you will not do it perfectly. That’s okay. It is
far better to try and fail than to continue the
checked-out life. Move out of Mom’s house,
pay your bills, engage in a ministry, exercise
and take your health seriously, and start es-
tablishing a career path—start setting up
a life that can care for others rather than
one that requires being cared for by others.
A great career doesn’t necessitate a degree.
Trade schools often offer the best ROIL. You
will fail at times, but that’s okay. Keep try-
ing, God fathers us through the successes
and the failures. The path of maturity and
purpose is worth it. It is also what draws
and holds a woman’s affection.

Find a community. Isolation is probably
the most damning effect of culture’s defini-
tion of masculinity. You especially need men
around you, and I don’t mean those guys in
Australia that you do online gaming with.
I mean, go to your pastor, and ask him to
mentor you. And if he can’t, go to your dea-
cons or your elders and ask them. Pick up
those relationships you let slide—a college
roommate who loved Jesus, or a high school
buddy—say, “hey, let’s go to church tomor-
row, and then get wings, coffee, or some-
thing more Deuteronomy 14:26-ish.” Ask
your pastor if you can start a young men’s
Bible study, camping club, or fishing trip—
whatever. You need community, and you
need masculine community. If you are not
in a church, commit to one. Most churches
lay out the red carpet for a young man who
shows up and says he wants to love Jesus—
we need you, and we know it.

Respecting women is part of the mascu-
line soul. A dangerous message pervades



the left and right sides of media, social me-
dia, politics, and podcasts. “Because men
and women are the same, men and women
should compete, not correspond.” We see
this when 13-year-old boys and girls are pit-
ted against one another on wrestling mats—
how do you teach a boy not to lay a hand on
a girl after cheering him on when he throws
one around on a mat (or what’s maybe more
challenging, gets thrown around on the
mat)? And we see it in some of the violent
tendencies of the “incel” movement. On the
right, the message is, “Compete and crush.”
Social media pushes this narrative with vid-
eos like the girl on the football team who
gets knocked unconscious on her first play.
On the left, the message to girls is “Fight to
assert your empowerment over patriarchy.”
Social media is again filled with arguments
about the pay gap between male and female
athletes. God’s message for men is simple:
we respect women. Don’t get caught up in
the competition narrative. Respect your
mom, your sisters, and any young women
in your life. This also means you don’t sleep
around. God calls it sin, and He calls them
His daughters. Delete the hookup apps.

Pick a mate whose love for Jesus breaks
the mold culture gives women. Culture’s
mold for women is tragic: beauty-conscious
and empowered, but embittered and 1ill-
equipped for a happy marriage, as the Bi-
ble describes it. As a result, marriage today
is a hazardous business for men. Today, 70
percent of all divorces are initiated by wom-
en.® Men rarely get primary custody of their
children. With that comes child support
payments, and in many cases, alimony. 80%
of custodial parents are women.” Marrying
a woman shaped primarily by culture is
an unwise choice that often carries devas-
tating consequences. If we were to remove

God from the mix, not getting married and
not having kids would be the wiser option
for men today. But God is in the mix, and
there are plenty of great young women who
are more defined by their love for Jesus than
culture (see point 1). Marriage and family
are not only God’s plan,® but they are also
one of the most significant sources of joy
and fulfillment on this side of heaven. So,
find a woman whose love for Jesus breaks
the mold culture has set for her. That shows
when she demonstrates submission to Jesus
and the Bible. It shows up in her work in
her church and her respect for her dad and
other godly men. M

Nathanael Stevens is the Lead Pastor of
Nags Head (NC) Church, where he loves
Jesus, his wife, five kids, and the church
family God has gifted to him. He has
worked in men’s ministry for over ten
years and has a Doctor of Ministry in Bibli-
cal spirituality focusing on men’s ministry.

https://www.reuters.com/article/health-testosterone-levels-dc/
mens-testosterone-levels-declined-in-last-20-years-idUK-
KIM16976320061031.

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/09/
young-men-college-decline-gender-gap-higher-educa-
tion/620066/.
https://research.com/universities-colleges/college-drop-
out-rates.
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/09/26/women-
now-outnumber-men-in-the-u-s-college-educated-labor-force/.
https://www.eviemagazine.com/post/nearly-a-third-of-men-
under-30-arent-having-sex.
https://www.irwinirwin.com/why-do-women-initiate-divorce-
more-than-men/.
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publica-
tions/2020/demo/p60-269.pdf.

Editor’s note: Paul did say that it is good to remain unmar-
ried (1 Cor 7:8). But then he added, “If they cannot exercise
self-control, let them marry. For it is better to marry than to
burn with passion” (1 Cor 7:9). Some can remain celibate.
Most cannot.
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M eet Emma. She’s a kind, young Christian woman.
She always thought she’d grow up, get married,

and have a family, but she wasn’t in a hurry. There was

plenty of time for that!

Let’s say Emma graduates high school in
a class with 1,000 people. Half are men, of
course, so that leaves 500 possibilities for
marriage.

Her first priority is finding a Christian.
She’s serious about her faith and wants a
man who 1is, too. About 40 percent of Gen
Z-ers attend church, but church attendance
continues to be about 60-40 women to men.
So let’s estimate that out of Emma’s 500 op-
tions, 160 men will attend church.

However, they’re not real options. Bar-
na Research says that about 40 percent of
Gen Z-ers identify as LGBTQ, and even
30 percent of Gen-Z Christians identify as
LGBTQ. So Emma’s real option of hetero-
sexual Christian bachelors is actually 112.

She goes on to graduate from college and
wants to marry a man who did, too. That’s
not too much to ask, is it? About 70 percent
of people attend college after high school,
but only 61 percent of men. Her 112 men
dwindle down to 68. And only 59 percent
of enrolled men actually graduate, leaving
Emma about 40 options from the original
500.

And this assumes that all 40 eligible men
will be attractive to her and that she will be

attractive to all of them! We still haven’t
even talked about interests, personality,
values, chemistry, and compatibility.

In reality, she is “competing” (to use that
terrible word) with 168 heterosexual Chris-

tian women for the same 40 men.

Wait, what? Why that many? How come
all the women who didn’t go to college made
it into the list? Don’t the men have the same
standards?

Here’s where it gets tricky. Emma has a
college education. You'd think that the 40
men she’s considering would also be consid-
ering only highly educated women.

Research has indicated they’re not.

Highly successful men have, throughout
the decades (prior to the 1980s when men
and women attended college at the same
levels), married women beneath their edu-
cational status. And they were fine with it.

Women, however, are not fine with it.

Women do not want to marry men be-
neath their educational status.

Now I'm not saying men don’t value in-
telligent women. Of course, many do. I'm
merely saying that most men don’t discount
as a potential partner a woman with less
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education than he has, the way women dis-
count as a potential partner a man with less
education than she has.

So where does this leave us?

First, people are simply getting married
at a lower rate than ever before. The mar-
riage rate is 5.1 per 1,000 people per year.
According to the Wall Street Journal, that
rate is the lowest since the US government
began keeping records in 1867.

Many Americans are content with this
and work around these bleak statistics by
engaging in casual sex or cohabitating.

But women like Emma are waiting and
wondering when God will bring the man
they’ve been praying for.

How do we as Christian families and
communities prepare women specifically for
this reality? Do we continue to repeat the

..encourage
them to find the
satisfaction of their
souls in Him rather
than in the husband
that may be. Jesus is
always enough.
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old adage, “There’s someone for everyone,”
and promise young women that their prince
will indeed come for them?

I feel we've done young women a disser-

vice.

Here are five ways to prepare young
women for the reality facing them.

1. It’s all about Jesus. This life is not
eternity. It’s an opportunity to love
and enjoy and share God. We must
lift the eyes of our little girls and
young women to Jesus—and encour-
age them to find the satisfaction of
their souls in Him rather than in the
husband that may be. Jesus is always
enough.

2. Create a community of love and
support. Regardless of what your fu-
ture holds, invest in deep friendships,
serve your community, take good care
of yourself, and keep a sense of ad-
venture. Marriage alone won’t make
you happy. Happy single people are
generally happy married people, and
miserable singles make for miserable
couples.

3. Rethink the respectable man.
There are an increasing number of
well-paying labor and trade jobs.
These jobs are a vital part of every
community and are in high demand
today. You may want to rethink your
beliefs on education, money, and em-
ployment for a potential partner. You
may want to focus more on character
and work ethic rather than education
and prestige.



...Jocus more on character and work ethic

rather than education and prestige.

4. If you are committed to marrying a

man with equal or greater education
than you, recognize that higher
education may actually reduce
your chances of getting married.
Please don’t misunderstand me. I am
not saying you should avoid that ad-
vanced degree. I have a master’s de-
gree and I'm thankful for it. But the
percentage of Christian men with the
same level of education puts you in
a statistical disadvantage because
generally those men have a wide pool
of (less educated) potential mates
whereas you've limited yourself to a
small pool of highly educated poten-
tial mates. The reason your marriage
chances are slimmer is not because
of who you are; it’s because you are
choosing to be more selective. If you
do choose to marry a man who makes
less money or is less educated than
you, it is critical that you not only
show respect to him but that you
actually believe him to be worthy of
your respect. You must marry a man
you can respect; if you can’t respect
him, you have no business marrying
him.

5. There is indeed something going on

with men. Young men are retreating
from society because our culture has
told them that their strength, their
masculinity, and their way of think-
ing aren’t just unwanted, but dam-
aging, toxic, and dangerous. Women,
we must stand for Biblical truth
and support men. God created men
to uniquely reflect His image—His
justice, strength, protection, insight,
and sacrifice. Men need our encour-
agement, and they need our appreci-
ation. We must fight the tendency to
be dismissive of or condescending to
the men in our lives, but rather “en-
courage one another and build each
other up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). ™

Summer Stevens is married to Na-
thanael and they have five children.
She has a Master's in Biblical Studies
from Dallas Theological Seminary and
enjoys running (but mostly talking)
with friends and reading good books
to her kids.
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THE GOSPEL

UNDER SIEGE

AITH AND WORKS IN TENSION
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The Siege
Continues

ZANE HODGES

*This article first appeared in the July 1991 issue of what was then a newsletter
called The GES News. This thirty-two-year-old article is especially relevant in
light of Bob Wilkin’s new book, The Gospel Is Still Under Siege.

In 1980, my long-time friend and fellow
GES board member, Mr. Luis Rodriguez
and I became co-founders of the small pub-
lishing company known as Redencién Viva
(Spanish for “Living Redemption”). Our pi-
lot book, The Gospel Under Siege: A Study
on Faith and Works, was first published in
1981.

At the time, Luis and I wondered if we
could sell out our initial print run—a mere
3,000 books. But we did so, and the book
went into a second printing in 1982, a third
in 1984, a fourth in 1986, and a fifth in 1988.
We were both thrilled and grateful to God
for the use He was obviously making of our
very first book.

The fifth printing has also been exhaust-
ed as of the end of May. Work has already
begun on a sixth printing. This one will be
unique, however, in that it will be a new
edition. The second edition will contain the
Scripture index that so many have wished
for the book to have, plus it will include a
set of endnotes in the back with pertinent
references to other literature. Beyond that,
there will be subheadings in all the chapters
to make them more readable, and the style
will be polished.

Luis and I feel that The Gospel Under
Siege must continue precisely because the
siege of the gospel continues. The growth
of GES (with over 7,000 now on its mailing
list) shows that the Free Grace movement
is alive and well. But the fact remains that
the Biblical truths for which GES stands are
under attack in many quarters of the Chris-
tian community, probably more so now than
in 1981 when our book first appeared. That,
of course, is the price that comes with the
higher visibility that the doctrines of grace
now have in the Church.

“There remains very

much land yet to
be possessed.”

JOSHUA 13:1
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But as the Lord once said to Joshua,
“There remains very much land yet to be
possessed” (Josh 13:1). At present, I feel
there is something of a lull in the debate
over the gospel. Of course, this is a gener-
alization, and some areas of the country are
probably exceptions (for example, Southern
California). But by and large, what is need-
ed is a fresh forward thrust for the message
of grace.

Another way to say this would be that
many people still need this message des-
perately. Not only are we thinking of the
unsaved who are unchurched, but also of
those who are in churches where they nev-
er hear the message of salvation clearly.
Beyond these are uncounted believers who
are trapped by teachings like “Lordship Sal-
vation” and are thus unable to enjoy an as-
sured and stable relationship with God. All
of these people need the truths for which
GES stands.

What, then, should we do? Two things, it
seems to me: 1) We should be on our knees
more than ever to ask for a fresh movement

of God’s Spirit in the Church on behalf of
His gracious offer of salvation—a move-
ment that will win many souls and establish
many Christians in the truth. 2) We should
be on our feet spreading these truths wher-
ever we can!

I could add a third: If we are on our knees
and on our feet on behalf of the truth of the
Gospel, we should also have our hands in
our pockets to support those who support
the message of Grace.

And, oh yes! Pray for the new edition
of The Gospel Under Siege as it is being pre-
pared, and ask God to enlarge the book’s
ministry for Him. It may be a new edition,
but it will still tell “the old, old story of Jesus

and His love”! M

Zane Hodges taught New Testa-
ment at Dallas Theological Semi-
nary for 27 years, authored over a
dozen books, and was passionate
about the grace of God.

We should be on our knees...and we

should be on our feet spreading these

truths wherever we can!
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The 2023 GES National Conference
was a huge success!
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