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FROM THE EDITOR
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2019 

The author of Hebrews wrote: “looking 
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
our faith...” (Heb 12:2).

Theodore Monod wrote a booklet about 
Looking Unto Jesus. It is a wonderful devo-
tional about focusing on Christ.

This coming year, Bob, Bethany, Mark, and 
I will be looking unto Jesus.

Looking unto Jesus to help us freely give 
Grace in Focus to even more people who need 
solid Bible materials to teach them.

Looking unto Jesus to help us produce a 
quality grace blog that is read by thousands 
everyday. 

Looking unto Jesus to give us wisdom as we 
begin Grace in Focus Radio on January 14th. I 
have the contracts for five stations. I’m work-
ing on four to five more. I’m excited to see 
who will stand up and say, “I’ll pay for Grace 
in Focus Radio in my city!”

We will be looking unto Jesus to help us 
write, edit, and publish several new books, 
including two by Bob (one on repentance, the 
other on 100 hundred verses that teach faith 
alone); a commentary on Hebrews by Ken 
Yates; a slew of books based on Zane Hodg-
es’s class notes; and at least one book by me on 
final punishment. You will find a preview of 
some of these new books in this issue.

We will be looking unto Jesus as we plan 
a series of conferences across the country, 
because so many Free Grace believers feel 

alone and need a human connection with like-
minded people.

We will be looking unto Jesus to grow our 
faith and trust in Him as seek to have His 
mind in all things.

Ministry is taxing, but Jesus’ grace is 
sufficient!

It is a privilege to serve Him, our God and 
Savior.

In 2019, we’re looking unto Jesus to receive 
all the glory!

Looking Unto Jesus

Shawn Lazar, EDITOR
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By Bob Wilkin

The Lord is not slack 
concerning His promise, as 
some count slackness, but is 
longsuffering toward us, not 
willing that any should perish 
but that all should come to 
repentance (2 Pet 3:9).

We Should Not Assume That 
“Perish” in 2 Peter 3:9 Means 
What It Does in John 3:16

Elsewhere I have analyzed 
every occurrence of the 
verb apollumi (perish) in 

the NT. I showed that it refers 
to eternal condemnation less 
than 20% of the time. Normally 
it refers to some sort of loss or 
destruction, including physical 
death. 

While clearly in John 3:16 
apollumi refers to eternal 

condemnation—the context there 
is what makes that clear (see John 
3:17-18). The context in 2 Peter 
3 is radically different than John 
3:16. 

“Perishing” in 2 Peter 3:9 
Refers to Premature Death, 
Not Eternal Condemnation

Peter says, “The Lord…is not 
willing that any should perish but 
that all should come to repen-
tance.” Many people see that as 
an obvious statement that repen-
tance is the condition for escaping 
eternal condemnation.  

But the issue in 2 Pet 3:1-8 is 
the timing of “the promise of His 
coming.” In v 4 Peter says the 
mockers were saying, “Where 
is the promise of His coming?” 

12
3R

F

God Wishes None 
to Perish But for 

All to Repent
(2 Peter 3:9)

From the forthcoming book 
The Power of Repentance
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A point often missed is that v 9 starts with the 
words, “The Lord is not slack concerning His 
promise [i.e., the promise of His coming].” 

When Peter is writing, it is around AD 66, or 
33 years after Jesus ascended to heaven with a 
promise to return. Though we may think that 
33 years is not very long to wait, we must under-
stand that the first century believers thought it 
likely that Jesus would return in their lifetimes 
(as we do in the twenty-first 
century). 

Verse 9 explains why Jesus 
had delayed fulfilling His 
promise to return and estab-
lish His kingdom. Peter’s 
readers knew that Christ’s 
return will involve rapturing 
all believers out of earth and 
then seven years of Tribula-
tion. Concerning those seven 
years, the Lord said, “For 
then there will be great tribu-
lation, such as has not been 
since the beginning of the world until this time, 
no, nor ever shall be. And unless those days were 
shortened, no flesh would be saved, but for the 
elect’s sake those days will be shortened” (Matt 
24:21-22). 

God is not looking forward to the Tribulation. 
As long as enough people on earth repent, the 
Tribulation will continue to be postponed. 

Repentance postpones His coming. It does not 
eliminate eternal condemnation. Peter made clear 
that the only way to escape eternal condemna-
tion is by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 
10:43; 15:7-11; 1 Pet 1:21-24).

The Context Concerns the Coming Tribulation 
and Billions of Deaths

A simple rule of hermeneutics is that you deter-
mine the meaning of a word by its use in context. 
Well, here it is obvious what apollumi means in 
context if we just read the words before and after 
v 9. In v 6 the same word is used to refer to those 
who died in the Noahic flood: “The world that 
then existed perished, being flooded with water.” 
That’s the only other use of this word in 2 Peter 

and it is in the immediate context. (There is also 
one use of the word in 1 Peter and it also carries 
this meaning.)

In addition v 9 is culminating a discussion 
begun in v 3 and following about the delay in the 
Lord’s promised return. Peter is saying in v 9 that 
the Lord will fulfill His promise, but He is delay-
ing since He is longsuffering toward us, meaning 
the human race. He doesn’t want to kill billions 

of people on earth. He would 
rather people repent and live 
full lives here and now prior 
to the kingdom. But when the 
sins of mankind are filled up, 
then the Tribulation will begin 
and billions will die. Even 
then, however, God will show 
that He would prefer men 
repent and avoid premature 
death (Rev 9:20-21; 16:9, 11). 

The verses which follow 
2 Pet 3:9, that is, vv 10-13, 
discuss not hell, but the 

destruction of the current earth and heavens 
by fire. Temporal destruction is what is being 
discussed. The ultimate end, of course, is that 
His promise will be fulfilled: we will receive “a 
new heavens and a new earth in which righteous 
dwells” (v 13). Zane Hodges writes, 

What God seeks from men while His 
judgment tarries is repentance. God’s 
wish, therefore, is that all should come to 
repentance. This statement should be read 
as though it indicated God’s desire that all 
men should be saved from hell. It is true 
that God does have such a desire, since it is 
plainly stated in 1 Tim 2:4-5 and also found 
in passages like John 3:16-17 and 2 Cor 
5:19-20. What is suggested here, however, 
is that if men would repent, the judgment of 
the Day of the Lord could be averted [i.e., 
postponed]. But this repentance would need 
to be universal, that is to say, all would have 
to come to repentance. 

This truth is illustrated in microcosm 
in the case of Nineveh (Jonah 3)…What is 
clear is that all of them were spared from the 
impending ‘overthrow’ of their city, because the 
whole city repented.

“God is not looking 
forward to the 

Tribulation. As long as 
enough people on earth 
repent, the tribulation 

will continue to be 
postponed.”
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Thus we might paraphrase 2 Pet 3:9 in this 
way: God wishes that none should die prema-
turely under His hand of temporal judgment 
(especially during the calamitous judgments of 
the Tribulation), but that all should come to 
repentance and extend their lives and their expe-
rience of His blessings. 

2 Peter 3:9 illustrates the truth of Ezekiel 18. 
Unrighteousness leads to premature death and 
repentance is the remedy: “‘Do I have any plea-
sure at all that the wicked should die?’ says the 
Lord God, ‘and not that he should turn from his 
ways and live?’” (Ezek 18:23). 

Grasping the Truth
In order to hold fast to what God has said, we 

must understand what He said. A perfect exam-
ple of the need for careful observation is 2 Pet 
3:9. 

God has promised that the Lord Jesus will 
return soon to establish His righteous kingdom. 
But God does not want anyone to perish. That is, 
He doesn’t want anyone to die prematurely. Thus 
the promise of Christ’s return is at odds with the 
love of God for mankind. 

God wishes for all to repent. Repentance is 
the remedy against premature death. Worldwide 

repentance is the remedy against worldwide pre-
mature death. 

The promise of the Rapture will not be fulfilled 
until the sins of the world rise to a level that trig-
gers God’s worldwide judgment. 

Death is not pleasing to God. Thus He post-
pones the Lord Jesus’ return as long as possible 
to allow more people to have full lives (and hence 
more people to come to faith in Christ). That’s 
the message of 2 Pet 3:9. 

Bob Wilkin is Executive Director 
of Grace Evangelical Society. He 
lives in Highland Village, TX, with 
his wife of 42 years, Sharon. His 
latest book is Is Calvinism Biblical? 
Let the Scriptures Decide.

“God does not want anyone to 
perish. That is, He doesn’t want 

anyone to die prematurely.” 
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No More 
Scarlet 
Letters
(Galatians 6:1)

By Shawn Lazar

Have you ever read Nathaniel Haw-
thorne’s The Scarlet Letter or seen one 
of the film adaptations? 

The story is set in Puritan Boston. The pro-
tagonist is a woman named Hester Prynne. She 
was sent to live in colonial America by her hus-
band, who was supposed to follow her but was 
captured by the Indians. As a result, Hester lived 
alone, making a living as a seamstress. She found 
comfort with the local minister. One thing led 
to another, and they ended up having an affair 
that resulted in the birth of a little girl named 
Pearl. For that act of adultery, Hester was forced 
to wear a large scarlet letter “A” on her dress. 
And if that was not enough, she was scorned and 
shamed by the community until she became an 
outcast. 

Can you imagine being forced to wear the sign 
of your sin for all to see?

What kind of religion does that? 
Law religion.

falling from Grace in Galatia
Paul’s letter to the Galatians is a treatment of 

the distinction between law and grace.
All through the letter, Paul contrasts law-reli-

gion with grace-religion.
The Galatians believed the gospel of grace, but 

when Paul moved on, some legalists moved in, 

and the Galatians began to teeter on the brink of 
works salvation. So Paul rose up to stop it. 

The legalists were wrong about justification 
(which, Paul clarified, is by faith apart from 
works), but they were also wrong about the 
Christian life. It turns out the law, and all the 
little religious rituals that so impress the world, 
are no more useful for sanctification than for 
justification. 

Another example of the difference between law-
religion and grace-religion in the Christian life 
comes to us in Gal 6:1-2: 

Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any 
trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such 
a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one 
looking to yourself, so that you too will not 

A
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be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and 
thereby fulfill the law of Christ (Gal 6:1-2). 

The issue here is church discipline. 
Unfortunately, most churches no longer practice 

church discipline.
If you try to discipline anyone, he will leave and 

go to the church down the street. Do that too 
often, and how will you pay the electric bills? 

But we’re supposed to exercise discipline, not 
for its own sake, but so that erring people can be 
restored.

If there’s no discipline, there’s no restoration.

Gracious Discipline 
What happens when there’s a Hester Prynne in 

your congregation?
Well, if you’re a legalist, as were the Puritans, 

you mark her, and shame her, and push her to the 
margins of society.

What else can the law do but condemn those 
who break it? 

By contrast, what should grace religion do? Not 
shame, but restore. 

Notice, Paul is not suggesting we ignore sin 
or pretend that sin isn’t sinful. Many (liberal) 
churches think that being gracious means accept-
ing all behavior as morally equal. But that isn’t 
grace; it’s relativism. 

Nor is Paul suggesting that we be sin-seekers. 
The church is not supposed to be Big Brother, 
inspecting every detail of our lives, looking for 
people to discipline. If someone gets caught in 
sin, then you deal with it. 

And how do you deal with it?
Roughly?
Scornfully?
Angrily?
By making the offender wear a scarlet letter?
No.
Grace restores gently.

Put another way, instead of condemning the 
sinner, you help bear her burden (“Bear one 
another’s burdens”). You walk with her as an act 
of love (i.e., “the law of Christ”). 

If Hester Prynne had been in a grace-based 
congregation, what should have happened? 

The spiritual people would have acted to 
restore her.

A spiritual person is someone who is spiritually 
mature. That person knows Bible doctrine and 
applies it to his life. He lives according to God’s 
revelation. He confesses his sins regularly and 
attends the fellowship of the church.

If Prynne repented, she should have been wel-
comed and supported by the spiritual people.

She should have been shown the grace of Christ 
and been assured of her forgiveness because of 
the cross of Christ.

Her daughter Pearl would be loved, not 
maligned.

Prynne would be looked at as no worse than 
anyone else—i.e., a sinner saved by grace and 
forgiven by Christ.

And the people in the congregation, especially 
the older women, would have come alongside her 
to help bear her burden.

That’s what grace looks like in church 
discipline.

In a grace-based church, there’s no room for 
scarlet letters. 

Shawn Lazar is the Editor of Grace 
in Focus magazine. He is married to 
Abby, and they have three children. 
He is the pastor of Gateway Baptist’s 
Faith Fellowship in Denton, TX 
(www.faithfellowshipdenton.org).

“In a grace-based church, 
there’s no room for scarlet 

letters.” 
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More Than Gifted

In Acts 18:24 we are introduced to a man by 
the name of Apollos. We are told that he was 
an “eloquent man and mighty in the Scrip-

tures.” He lived in a Greek culture where elo-
quence was a much desired trait. Luke goes on 
to say that Apollos had been “instructed in the 
way of the Lord” and was a man fervent in spirit 
(v 25). 

So here was a man who was a great speaker 
and had the intelligence to go along with it. We 
can assume that Apollos was the kind of man 
that fellow believers would have admired. If he 
lived today, it would be easy to picture him in the 
pulpit of a large church or being a well-liked and 

popular seminary professor. He probably would 
have authored a couple of best selling books. 

But as gifted as Apollos was, there is another 
trait in this passage in Acts that in my opinion 
stands out even more.

Gentle Correction
Luke tells us that Apollos was teaching in the 

synagogue. A couple named Aquila and Priscilla 
were in the audience (v 26). While this couple is 
described in the NT as great servants of the Lord, 
their ministry in the church was not a public one. 
They certainly did not have the speaking skills of 
Apollos.  

A Great Trait 
for All 

Christians 
(Acts 18:24)

By Ken Yates
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Luke tells us that there were certain things 
that Apollos did not know. Aquila and Priscilla, 
after hearing him speak, noticed that there were 
“holes” in Apollos’ theology. They took him 
aside to teach him things he needed to correct, or 
as Luke says, they “explained to him the way of 
God more accurately.” 

So, here was a nondescript couple, Aquila 
and Priscilla, teaching a rising star in the early 
church. This couple were tentmakers by trade. 
One can picture many people in the synagogue 
who were listening to Apollos speak, hanging on 
his every word. Then Aquila and Priscilla came 
up to him and told them they could help him in 
his ministry.

Willing to Learn
How would someone like Apollos respond?
I would imagine that many in his position 

would have an arrogant attitude towards this 
couple. Who did they think they were? What 
could they possibly teach this golden tongued, 
educated preacher? The people had come to hear 
him speak at the synagogue. It would have been 
easy for Apollos to reject any advice this couple 
could give him. 

But that was not the attitude of Apollos. The 
way Luke describes what Aquila and Priscilla 
did, we see that Apollos accepted the correction 
to his theology that they gave him. The next two 
verses tell us that as Apollos continued his minis-
try, it was a highly fruitful one. The implication 
is that Aquila and Priscilla had a hand in that.

To me, the greatest trait of Apollos in this 
section is his willingness to be taught. He was 
willing to change his view of certain theological 
points when confronted with the truth. The more 
gifted a person, the harder that is.

It Takes Humility
We in the Free Grace movement often find 

ourselves in the position of Aquila and Priscilla. 
We often hear the gospel of grace distorted, or 
a denial of eternal rewards, or certain passages 
mishandled. We might want to speak to the 
person involved but face a daunting task. What 
we have to say often goes against what well-
known and successful Biblical teachers say. How 
could we possibly be right when popular experts 
tell us we are wrong? Experience tells us that our 
offer of help is often rejected. 

But it is the same with us. It takes humility to 
admit we are wrong and need correction. It is 
probably harder to do if we have been in public 
ministry or even if we have been believers for 
a long time. Sometimes we can be Aquila and 
Priscilla and can be of assistance to others. Other 
times, we need to have the attitude of Apollos 
and accept what others can help us with. If we 
are going to accurately divide the Word of God 
and teach others, being humbly teachable is one 
of the greatest traits we can have. 

Ken Yates is Editor of The Journal 
of the Grace Evangelical Society and 
GES’s East Coast and International 
speaker. He is the pastor of Little 
River Baptist Church in Jenkinsville, 
SC. 

“To me, the greatest trait of 
Apollos in this section is his 
willingness to be taught.” 
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PIG

Grace 
Motivates 

Evangelism

Is there a distinctively Free Grace way to 
motivate Christians to talk about Jesus 
and eternal life with those who don’t 

believe? 
Many are urging pastors to exhort church 

members to evangelistic effort. A wealth of 
books, blogs, electronic resources, videos, 
and ministries have been devoted to creating 
evangelistic momentum in churches. Pastors 
with strong teaching gifts preach sermons 
featuring the imperative in the “great com-
mission” passages (Matt 28:18-20; Mark 
16:15ff; Luke 24:46-48; John 15:16; 20:21; 
Acts 1:8). Those with caring and helping gifts 
may extol Jesus as our example (Matt 18:11; 
Luke 19:10) or highlight the plight of those 
who live in darkness. Others who prefer the 

prophetic voice warn of potential discipline 
upon the disobedient (Revelation 2-3). Pas-
tors in denominations with a strong affinity 
for revivalism schedule itinerant evangelists to 
conduct annual crusades. These may include 
strong importunities to urge believers into 
evangelism.

There’s usually some measure of imperative 
(duty), admonition (guilt), or reproof (shame) 
baked into these methods. They are flavored 
with “must do.” This lends an aroma of 
law rather than grace. But beleaguered pas-
tors who earnestly want churches to become 
effective evangelistic outposts may reach for 
anything that may help.

So, the question remains, is there a distinc-
tively Free Grace motivation that reignites 

By bud brown
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evangelistic passion in apathetic Christians? How 
do Free Grace pastors, teachers, and evangelists 
reframe the privilege of witnessing for Jesus from 
a “have to” to a “get to?” How do pastors avoid 
resorting to law yet ensure that church members 
pray for (Col 4:3) and enter open doors (2 Cor 
2:12) and make the most of every opportunity 
(Col 4:5-6)?

The answer is in the NT. There we find two 
suggested strategies: (1) remind people of God’s 
blessing in their lives; (2) reconnect them with 
God’s love.

Remember God’s Blessing
Isn’t it remarkable that Jesus often told those 

whose lives he had touched to keep quiet? Yet, 
in spite of the Lord’s admonition, those who 
experienced his gracious blessings could not help 
themselves. They broadcast the good news of 
what God had done for them far and wide. This 
motif recurs in the Gospels with different people, 
in different settings, with different audiences. 

Mark 7:31-37 tells the story of a deaf man pre-
sented to Jesus with a request that He heal him. 
Perhaps his family, friends, or neighbors brought 
him to Jesus. Whoever it may have been, they 
“begged Him to put His hand on him” to heal 
this poor soul (v 32). When the deed was accom-
plished (vv 33-35), Jesus told them to keep the 
matter private (v 36). His warning was unheeded. 
It seems Jesus warned them several times, but 
each time they broadcast the news even more 
widely. The good news was announced loud and 

clear to those who had not yet heard or believed 
it!

Consider the two blind men upon whom Jesus 
bestowed sight (Matt 9:27-31). He touched their 
eyes, immediately restoring their sight. The Lord 
told them, “See that no one knows it (v 30).” But 
how could one so blessed, the recipient of such 
amazing grace, possibly keep quiet? They natu-
rally spread the good news throughout the whole 
region (v 31). Once again, those who had not yet 
believed in Jesus saw clear evidence that the good 
news was true!

Do you see the pattern? When a person experi-
ences the blessings of God, when his gracious 
hand touches us, the beneficiary of God’s grace 
cannot be restrained. They tell anyone and every-
one the good news of what Jesus has done for 
them. 

This pattern is a common feature of the Gos-
pels. There’s the paralytic’s running dialog 
—debate, even—with the Pharisees about the 
indisputable facts of what Jesus has done and 
what those facts imply (John 9). A leper wouldn’t 
keep quiet despite Jesus’s admonition to say noth-
ing to anyone (Matt 8:1-4; Mark 1:40-44; Luke 
5:12-14). 

Perhaps this is the principle we’re looking for: 
recipients of God’s grace cannot restrain them-
selves from proclaiming the good news, even 
when God or man warns them to remain silent.

From gratitude to compassion
This leads us to fascinating research into 

the nature of gratitude. It turns out that 

“Isn’t it remarkable that Jesus often told 
those whose lives He had touched to 
keep quiet? Yet, in spite of the Lord’s 
admonition, those who experienced 
His gracious blessings could not help 
themselves. They broadcast the good 
news of what God had done for them 

far and wide.” 
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gratitude—the awareness that we have been 
blessed by another—is statistically and posi-
tively associated with empathy. Empathy, that 
awareness that another person is enduring hard-
ship, results in compassion. Compassion leads 
to action intended to alleviate that hardship. It 
works like this:

Gratitude > Empathy > Compassion

Those Gospel stories are the written record of 
gratitude responses. People experienced God’s 
blessing. Gratitude overwhelmed them. That, 
coupled with the desire to glorify God, led to pas-
sionate proclamation of what Jesus had done so 
that others might enjoy the blessing of knowing 
Jesus. 

Application
Here then is a way to motivate church mem-

bers to active evangelism, a process that relies on 
grace rather than law or duty. 

It begins by reconnecting believers who do not 
evangelize with their own experiences of God’s 
grace and blessings. Pastors who trust that “we 
love because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19), 
help people arrange themselves before God in 
such a way that He can ignite their passion once 
again. This involves a two-pronged approach: the 
preaching calendar and teaching two spiritual 
disciplines.

Preaching
Make God’s love and grace your major preach-

ing theme for the next year. Yes, perhaps it 
sounds a bit too much - a whole year? My experi-
ence (eighteen years a church consultant, trainer, 
and mentor of pastors) tells me that pastors 
embrace change (cognitive and behavioral) much 
faster than church folk. Your goal isn’t convey-
ing information; it is to change how believers see 
themselves. This is a slow process. It can take 
many months.

If you relish dwelling on technical details in 
your sermons, you may need to polish other 
skills. Connect the sermon to the emotions. You 
want them to feel God’s love and grace, to expe-
rience it afresh—not merely to understand it. 

Remember the paradigm: Gratitude (not knowl-
edge alone!) > Empathy > Compassion.

Two Spiritual Disciplines
Two spiritual disciplines will amplify your 

preaching’s effectiveness. The “gratitude letter” 
and the daily “three blessings” discipline recon-
nect Christians with their experiences of grace 
and blessing.

First, ask your people to write a letter of 
gratitude to God. It should be recall three to five 
specific ways God blessed, with an explanation of 
why these were blessings and how their lives were 
changed as a result. Once the letter is written, 
direct them to read it aloud to the Lord. You may 
even ask them to share the letter with trusted 
friends. Have them file the letter and review it 
from time to time. Within a matter of weeks, 
they will feel uplifted in spirit and experience 
positive emotions toward others.

Second, “three blessings” is a daily exercise 
that focuses their attention on various ways God 
is still at work in their lives. Each night they 
set aside ten minutes to reflect on what went 
well during the day. These could be something 
as simple as a fine meal enjoyed with friends, a 
moment of solemn joy, or a short nap. Recording 
them draws attention to God’s grace on a daily 
basis.

Conclusion
Gratitude, not obligation, as a primary motive 

for Christian living is a hallmark of Free Grace 
theology. Relying on grace to nurture evangelistic 
passion among Christians is good theology and 
good science.

Isn’t it amazing what grace can do? 

Bud Brown is President and 
Co-Founder at Turnaround Pastors.
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Top 5 
Ways to 
Encourage 
Your 
Pastor
By Summer Stevens

1Show up. Showing up says to your pastor, 
“I believe in what God is doing here at our 
church.”

Prioritize Sunday attendance as a family. There 
are dozens of competing activities for Sunday 
morning—children’s sports, camping, sleeping in, 
visiting family—but it says a lot to your family 
and your pastor when church attendance is high 
on the list. Other events throughout the week are 
important, but there is nothing more discourag-
ing to a pastor than preaching to an empty room.

If you are new to Christianity or young in your 
faith, any attendance is encouraging to your 
pastor.

But, if you have been a believer for a while 
and have any sort of influence in your church, 
chances are your pastor notices if you’re gone 
a lot; after a while your irregular attendance is 
received as a wound.

2Pray for him, and let him know. The 
most encouraging people in our former 
congregation was an elderly couple who 

sent regular emails letting us know that they 
prayed for us daily.

Pastors struggle with loneliness and feelings 
of isolation. Standing up and delivering God’s 
message on Sunday can feel like being alone in 
an arena while spectators line up to take their 
best shot. But when a pastor is prayed for, it is as 
though the very stage on which he stands is held 
up by prayer. Spurgeon had a men’s prayer meet-
ing four hundred strong in the basement of the 
church to support him on Sunday mornings.

It is a tremendous encouragement for your 
pastor to know that someone is daily lifting him 
up before God, standing on the front lines with 
him. Send a little note or card and let him know 
that you pray for him, or shoot him a text on 
Sunday morning before he preaches to let him 
know that you are praying that God fills him and 
speaks through him.

3Take sermon applications seriously. God 
has chosen and equipped your pastor spe-
cifically for your church. When he prepares 

his messages, he asks God for His direction and 
leading. If you believe this, then you believe that 
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God is speaking through your pastor to nourish 
and equip you. Make a point to take seriously 
sermon applications; and then let your pastor 
know of any positive outcomes. He is already 
receiving criticism about what he is doing wrong.  
For most pastors, those may be the only voices 
he hears even if God is using him powerfully. If 
God moves you through his messages, be sure to 
let him know.

4Be intentional about community. The 
pastor’s job is to equip the saints to do the 
work of the ministry. If this is true, a pastor 

is doing his job when the saints are actually 
doing the work of the ministry. If they are not, 
then he is not doing a very good job.

It’s encouraging to your pastor when he sees 
members of the congregation sharing the gospel, 
inviting people to church, and making a point to 
be intentional about creating community.

A woman in her 80s at our church sets an 
example for us all. She makes a point to meet a 
new person each Sunday, and writes down their 

name in a notebook so she can connect with 
them the next week.

5Support and encourage personal and 
family time. A pastor spends his week 
pouring out to his congregation through 

teaching and preparation, meetings, counseling 
and visitation. It is necessary for a pastor to not 
only be allowed ample vacation and personal 
time, but to be encouraged by his leadership to 
take and enjoy the time in solitude, training, or 
with his family. This means enabling your pastor 
to turn off his phone and email responsibilities 
on days off or vacation weeks, and having an 
attitude of care and thankfulness when he does 
take time away.

If he has young children, give him a gift card 
to a restaurant and volunteer to babysit so he 
and his wife can have a night out.

Lay leadership must take unplugging from 
ministry seriously—if your pastor is not unplug-
ging on a weekly basis, make him. If he is not 
taking at least two weeks of disconnected time 
away from the church, force the issue. He may 
fight you on it, but don’t give in. Make him go 
away, or he will burn out and do it on his own.

Summer Stevens has been a 
“pastor’s wife” for almost 12 years. 
She and her husband Nathanael live 
south of Pittsburgh where he serves 
as the pastor at the Bible Chapel– 
Rostraver Campus. She leads the 
women’s ministry. Summer loves 
writing, cooking, and playing with 
their five hilarious children! 



Zaporozhye Bible College 
Zaporozhye Ukraine 
Oct 31-Nov 9

Ken taught 
the Gospel of 
John. He lived 

at the school, where 
the facilities were 
wonderful. He was able 
to eat lunch everyday 
at the school cafeteria 
with the students.

The theological 
situation in Ukraine is 
different than the United 
States. “Baptists” are basically Protestants who do not 
speak in tongues. However, they are Arminian in their 
theology in that they strongly hold that believers can 
lose their salvation.

During the class on John, Ken emphasized the eternal 
security of believers and the assurance that is part 
and parcel of that. This was a strange concept for the 
students. The idea of eternal security was considered 

“liberal,” because in their minds it promotes immoral 
living.

The class was a struggle because the students would 
accept some of the things Ken said, but reject others. 
They would accept new views on a passage as long 
as they could hold the new view and the view that a 
believer could lose their salvation at the same time.

Thanks to the ministry of Paul Miles and his wife in 
Ukraine, Ken gave out translated copies of The Gospel 
Under Siege and Absolutely Free. Thanks goes out to 
Little River Baptist Church in Jenkinsville, SC and an 
anonymous donor for paying for this literature.

Pray the literature that was left behind will be used 
by the Lord to continue working among the students 
to understand the doctrine of salvation by grace and 
assurance.

Bayside Community Church 
Tampa, FL 
November 3-4

Occasionally it just seems like the Holy Spirit is giving 
a special measure of enablement when I (Bob) speak. 
This was one of those days. In the first hour, I spoke 
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Pastor Donnie Preslar teaching on Romans in Charlotte

Students with copies of Zane’s books



on Romans 8:1-13 and victory in the Christian life by 
having a Spiritual mindset. Then I spoke on Luke 8:4-18 
and the Parable of the Four Soils (Take Heed How You 
Hear God’s Word). 

My thanks to Don Rice, Harley Riedel, John Cash, and 
all the great people at Bayside. Thanks too to Geraldine 
for a great supper Saturday night, Mitch and Helga for 
driving me around, and Dave and Linda for taking me 
out to lunch after church and then to the airport.  

Church on the Solid Rock 
and Church of Hope 
Lake Forest, CA 
November 17-18

On Saturday, I (Bob) was able to visit with Ed Ediger, 
a Free Grace author and fellow DTS graduate who lives 
in Southern California. We had a good time of fellowship 
and interaction. 

On Sunday, I spoke at a combined service for two 
churches which are primarily made up of Filipino-
Americans. Pastor Fernando Cinco (Solid Rock) and 
Pastor Freddy Cortez, Jr. (Hope) welcomed me warmly. 

They asked me to speak on the five points of 
Calvinism. So I combined five separate sermons into one 
mega-sermon. Thankfully I was able to complete the 
combined sermon in 50 minutes. 

Pastor Freddy nearly died in March due to a stroke 
and a problem with his Aorta. He had a 20% chance of 
surviving the surgery. He made that, but then he was 
debilitated. After months of therapy, he is doing great 
now. He thanked both churches for their prayers and 

encouragement. It was a very moving time. Freddy still 
has some work to do in therapy. Your prayers would be 
appreciated. 

Thanks to Fernando and Freddy for the invitation, as 
well as my sister, Pam, who drove me to church and then 
on to the airport for my return flight to Dallas. 

Charlotte 
Regional 
Conference 
November 
30-December 
1

Attendance was great 
at this conference, with 
one hundred registering 
in advance and about 
eighty in attendance. 
People came from as far as 
Ohio, Delaware, Virginia, and New Jersey. 

Our theme was sanctification from Romans 5-8. What 
is the Biblical way of growing to spiritual maturity? How 
can you be saved from temporal wrath? Is it by following 
a law or by focusing on Christ?

Our speakers, Shawn Lazar, Ken Yates, Donnie Preslar, 
Allen Rea, and Bob Wilkin, covered all the passages in 
those four chapters. The messages were great. You can 
check them out on our website soon. 

Partners in Grace is a publication of the Grace Evangelical Society for its financial supporters.
Grace Evangelical Society, P.O. Box 1308, Denton, TX 76202  www.faithalone.org    940.270.8827 

The Ukrainian church In between a rock and hopeful place

Allen Rea and Donnie Preslar, with 
Bob, Shawn, and Ken
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“It’s not 
about 

numbers!”
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Grace in 
Ministry 
(Galatians 
6:13-14)
By Shawn Lazar

Paul’s letter to the Galatians contrasts law-
religion and grace-religion. The contrast 
applies not only to how you are justified 

before God, but also to how you live the Chris-
tian life.

One of the differences between law-religion 
and grace-religion shows itself in the pressures 
to have a “successful” ministry.

What usually counts as a successful ministry?
Numbers.
Numbers of people.
Numbers of dollars.
The bigger the church, the more successful it 

is. The richer the church, the more blessed it is. 
That’s how it is, isn’t it?

If a church has empty pews and can’t meet its 
bills, it’s either considered a failure or failing. 
We call them dying churches. And no one likes 
a dying anything. We’re uncomfortable with 
death. We want life! Success! Some appreciation 
and admiration!

The legalists in Galatia had the same 
approach to ministry:

For not even those who are circumcised 
keep the law, but they desire to have you 
circumcised that they may boast in your 
flesh (Gal 6:13).

Apparently, the legalists were interested in 
numbers, not sincerity. They boasted in how 
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many men they circumcised. The more “con-
verts” they could get, the better they looked! 
But these conversions were just as shallow as 
the legalists’ own religion. The legalists wanted 
to mark men with the sign of law-keeping (i.e., 
circumcision), but even the legalists themselves 
didn’t follow the law. And apparently, they didn’t 
care! All they cared about were the numbers.

How many Christian ministries get trapped in 
the same numbers-based quest?

I heard one missionary to Asia claim to have 
led a million people to Christ in a single year.

Really?
Where did he get that number?
Were hands counted? Forms filled out? Are 

those Biblical ways of knowing if your ministry 
is successful? And what is the motivation behind 
making that boast—to raise more money from 
gullible donors?

That’s law-thinking. And it leads to hypocrisy 
or burn-out. Hypocrisy, because you end up 
inflating numbers without having any idea of the 
real spiritual impact of your work. Or burn-out 
when you take those numbers as the standard of 
success, and then relentlessly get condemned (and 
also condemn yourself) for not living up to them.

Of course, there are economic realities to doing 
ministry. Paul himself taught about grace-giving 
(Gal 6:6). But economics is not the measure of 
success.

What does success look like in grace-based 
ministry?

A solid Free Grace missionary to the Caribbean 
once told me he was happy if he led two people 
to faith in Christ per year.

That seems right to me.
There are no numbers to boast about there. But 

maybe we shouldn’t be boasting in numbers in 
the first place. But if not that, then what?

But God forbid that I should boast except in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world has been crucified to me, and I to 
the world (Gal 6:14).

Paul didn’t boast in numbers but in the cross. 
He boasted about God’s gracious provision of 
salvation for the world. He boasted in Jesus’ sac-
rificial love. That’s the only thing worth boasting 
about!

That’s especially true when you think about 
what was happening in Galatia.

I suppose that at the beginning of his ministry 
to them, Paul could have boasted about all the 
churches he planted and all the people he had led 
to faith. He could have gone back to his support-
ers with lots of amazing testimonies to raise more 
money to support Gentile missions.

But look at the Galatians now. They started 
well, but then quickly began deserting Christ 
and falling from grace! Not much to boast about 
then, was there?

You can’t boast in numbers because you have 
no idea what people are going to do long-term. 
Will they continue to believe, or will they fall 
away? Will they continue onto spiritual maturity 
or rebellious carnality? Will they follow Christ or 
shame Him?

There’s no telling.
Hence, there should be no boasting.
Grace-based ministry leaves that thinking 

behind.
In grace-based ministry, all you can do is boast 

in the cross and die to the world’s standards of 
what is or isn’t a successful ministry. And when 
you do that, you’ll trade in pressure for peace. 

Shawn Lazar is the Editor of 
Grace in Focus magazine. He is 
married to Abby, and they have 
three children. He is the pastor 
of Gateway Baptist’s Faith 
Fellowship in Denton, TX (www.
faithfellowshipdenton.org).
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World Changers 
(Mark 4:26-29)
By Ken Yates

In Mark 4:26-29, we find a parable of 
the Lord unique to Mark’s Gospel. 
It doesn’t get much attention. I think 

the attention it does receive is often 
superficial. 

A major reason for this neglect is that 
this parable is often treated more or less as 
a repetition of the Parable of the Four Soils 
which occurs earlier in the same chapter 
(Mark 4:3-9). That parable is longer and is 
often discussed as to its meaning and applica-
tion. It might be easy to conclude that this later, 
shorter, parable does not have much to add. 

Certainly there are many parallels between the 
two parables. Both have a man who sows seed. 
In both, the seed falls into the ground. In both, 
the seed sprouts and grows. In both, there is a 
harvest at the end of the age. 

It is clear, and practically unanimously 
believed, that the Parable of the Four Soils deals 
with how individuals respond to the words of 
the Lord. Different people respond in one of four 
different ways. 

With the parallels between the two parables, 
it might logically follow that the second, shorter 
parable has the same basic meaning as the first. 
I think a closer look at it might challenge that 
view.

Not Individualistic 
I think a potential problem at looking at 

Mark’s unique parable is the tendency we have 
in the West of looking at things in an individu-
alistic way. I believe the meaning of this parable 
can only be understood if we widen our view. We 
need to look at it as it relates to the world. 

I come to that conclusion based upon the wider 
context of Mark. In the first three chapters, Jesus 
offers the kingdom of God to the nation of Israel. 

This 
was to 
be the fulfill-
ment of numer-
ous OT prophecies. 
The kingdom will be a time when the 
Messiah will rule from Jerusalem. Righteousness 
will reign. All the promises made to the nation 
will be fulfilled. Israel will be the center of the 
world with the nations of the world coming to 
her to worship God. The kingdom will certainly 
bring about a great change from the world in 
which we currently live! 

At the end of chap. 3, the religious leaders, as 
representatives of the nation, reject Christ and 
His offer. The kingdom would not come to that 
generation of Jews. 

The parables of chap. 4 describe the results of 
that rejection.

Kingdom Come
One of the questions is: Will the kingdom still 

come to Israel? It seems to me that this is a point 
not often made when this parable is discussed. 



24  JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2019 | faithalone.org 

Jesus has spread the seed of the coming king-
dom. His disciples will continue that message. 
The message includes the offer of eternal life 
and rewards in the coming kingdom. But it also 
includes the fact that even though the first cen-
tury Jews did not experience the coming of the 
kingdom, a future generation will. 

I suggest that the last verse of this parable 
points to that fact. The Lord speaks of a coming 
harvest that is ripe. When that time comes, He 
will put His sickle into the harvest (Mark 4:29). 

There are parallels with this verse and a 
prophecy in the OT about the coming kingdom 
and how it relates to the nation of Israel. That 
prophecy is found in Joel 3:13. There the prophet 
says, “Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe” 
(NASB). This prophecy is talking about when 
Christ returns at the Battle of Armageddon. At 
that time, He will judge the nations attacking 
Israel. After these events, Jerusalem will be holy, 
and God will dwell there (Joel 3:17). This is a 
clear description of the coming kingdom of God 
and the place Israel will have in that kingdom.

A World Changing Word 
In this parable, Jesus is saying that His Word is 

going to change the world. This change will take 

place when the kingdom comes. Even though the 
first century Jews rejected it, that doesn’t change 
the fact that the kingdom is coming soon for 
Israel and the world. Jesus is telling His follow-
ers that in following Him, we can have a role in 
the message that He will use to change the world. 
Through His power, our message makes us world 
changers. 

Often we as believers only think in individual-
istic ways. Christ wants to expand our vision of 
things. 

How is your spiritual vision? 

Ken Yates is Editor of The Journal 
of the Grace Evangelical Society and 
GES’s East Coast and International 
speaker. He is the pastor of Little 
River Baptist Church in Jenkinsville, 
SC. 

Mobile Ed: TH 265 
Free Grace Theology
Have you ever wondered, “Can I lose my salvation?” 
or “Does God choose who is saved?” or “What does 
Jesus mean when he talks about rewards?”

In this 12 hr video course, Dr. Bob Wilkin 
explores these and other questions 
related to salvation. You’ll see how Free 
Grace theology compares to Calvinism 
and Arminianism, and how it relates to the 
Lordship Salvation view.

Ideal for small groups, Sunday 
school, and Bible classes.

Order at www.logos.com



The Bookstore

Go to www.faithalone.org to sign up for flash sales!

Chosen to Serve: 
Why Divine Election 
Is to Service, Not to 
Eternal Life
Shawn Lazar
Does God predestine 
individuals to eternal life 
or death? Or is Biblical 
election about service?

USD $18.00 
Softcover • 284 pages 
Code: cts 

Is Calvinism 
Biblical? Let the 
Scriptures Decide
Robert N. Wilkin
Wilkin compares the 
five points of Calvinism 
against twelve key verses.

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 166 pages 
Code: icb

First Peter: The 
Salvation of the Soul
Zane C. Hodges
As you read through First 
Peter, you will better 
understand God’s desire 
to save your soul. 

USD $10.00 
Softcover • 106 pages 
Code: 1pet 

Grudem Against 
Grace: A Defense of 
Free Grace Theology
Robert N. Wilkin
Wilkin responds to 
Grudem’s critique of 
Free Grace Theology. 
He answers Grudem’s 
arguments chapter-by-
chapter, and section-by-
section. Don’t make up 
your mind about Free 
Grace until after you read 
this book!

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 144 pages 
Code: gag 
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Booklets
— Enduring till the End / Code: ete

— His Promise Is Certain / Code: hpc
— Saving Faith in Focus / Code: focus1

— The Simplicity of Saving Faith / Code: ssf
— There’s a New Day Dawning / Code: ndd
— What Is Free Grace Theology? / Code: fgt

— You Can Be Eternally Secure / Code: ycbes
— You Can Be Sure! / Code: ycbs

— Puedes Estar Seguro / Code: ycbs-sp
Quantity: Price Each

1-24 $.25
Pack of 25 $5.00

Enduring
till the End

Bob Wilkin

Are we guaranteed to 
persevere in the faith?

Grace Evangelical Society
www.faithalone.org

The 
Simplicity 
of Saving 

Faith

The 
Simplicity 
of Saving 

Faith

Bob Wilkin

Do you have saving 
faith?

Grace Evangelical Society
www.faithalone.org Bob Wilkin

Faith alone, in Christ alone, 
for everlasting life.

Grace Evangelical Society
www.faithalone.org

WHAT 
IS FREE 
GRACE 

THEOLOGY?

His Promise 
Is Certain

Bob Wilkin

Are you sure of your 
eternal destiny?

Grace Evangelical Society
www.faithalone.org

Six Secrets 
of the Christian Life
Zane C. Hodges
Hodges sets forth some 
basic principles for 
growing in Christ.  

USD $12.00 
Softcover • 100 pages 
Code: sscl2 

Grace in Eclipse: 
A Study on Eternal 
Rewards
Zane C. Hodges
How does the doctrine of 
rewards relate to the saving 
message?

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 168 pages 
Code: gie2

Beyond Doubt: How 
to Be Sure of Your 
Salvation
Shawn Lazar
What are the most common 
errors that lead to a lack of 
assurance? 

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 154 pages 
Code: bd 

The Gospel Under 
Siege: Faith and Works 
in Tension
Zane C. Hodges
What is the relationship 
between faith and works? 

USD $16.00 
Softcover • 266 pages 
Code: gus2 

The Hungry Inherit
Zane C. Hodges
The burden of this work 
is to clearly distinguish 
between salvation and 
discipleship.

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 160 pages 
Code: thi

Spiritual Lessons from 
the Life of David
Zane C. Hodges
What can you learn about 
the spiritual life from David 
and Saul? 

USD $10.00 
Softcover • 94 pages 
Code: lod 



Inerrancy for 
Dummies
Robert N. Wilkin
Wilkin explains “true 
inerrancy,” and how 
to resolve alleged 
discrepancies in the Bible.   

USD $7.95 $5.00 
Softcover • 75 pages 
Code: ifd 

Tough Texts: Did Jesus 
Teach Salvation by 
Works? 
Hodges & Wilkin

Zane and Bob discuss 
passages in the Synoptic 
Gospels that seem to 
teach salvation by works.
USD $18.00 
Softcover • 174 pages 
Code: tt 

What Is the Outer 
Darkness?
Zane C. Hodges with 
Robert N. Wilkin
Zane and Bob discuss all 
three occurrences of the 
phrase “the outer darkness” 
in Matthew.

USD $14.00 
Softcover • 112 pages 
Code: wod 

Evangelism Business Cards

USD $15.00 
Box of 200 cards 
Code: ebc 

A Gospel of Doubt: 
The Legacy of John 
MacArthur’s The 
Gospel According to 
Jesus
Robert N. Wilkin
Wilkin shows how to move 
from a gospel of doubt, to a 
gospel of assurance.   

USD $22.00 
Softcover • 305 pages 
Code: agd 

The Journey of Faith: 
Sermons on Hebrews
Zane C. Hodges
The Epistle to the Hebrews 
is about the incredible 
journey of faith.    

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 212 pages 
Code: jof 
 
 

Power to Stand: An 
Exposition of Jude
Zane C. Hodges
God gives every believer the 
power to stand, so as not to 
fall away.

USD $9.00 $5.00 
Softcover • 76 pages 
Code: pts 
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Four Views on the Role of Works at the Final Judgment
Robert N. Wilkin, Thomas R. Schreiner, James D. G. Dunn, 
Michael P. Barber
Through a discussion of Biblical texts, this book presents four 
perspectives on the role of works at the final judgment including: Robert 
N. Wilkin, works will determine rewards but not salvation, and Thomas 
R. Schreiner, works will provide evidence that one actually has been 
saved.

USD $17.00 
Softcover • 240 pages 
Code: fj 

The Ten Most Misunderstood 
Words in the Bible

Robert N. Wilkin
An exploration of Biblical terms 
everyone knows, and yet few 
understand.

USD $9.95 $5.00 
Softcover • 221 pages 
Code: ten
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Confident in Christ 
(Second Edition)

Robert N. Wilkin
This book examines 
sixteen “tough texts” 
from the NT that are 
often used to teach 
salvation by works.

USD $22.00 
Softcover • 278 pages 
Code: cic2

Absolutely Free: A Biblical Reply to Lordship Salvation 
(Second Edition)
Zane C. Hodges
This book clearly explains the gospel of God’s free grace, and how popular 
theologies tend to confuse faith and works, salvation and discipleship, 
eternal life and eternal rewards. 

USD $20.00 
Softcover • 272 pages 
Code: af2

The Atonement and Other Writings
Zane C. Hodges
This book collects three hard-to-find shorter works by Hodges: The Atonement; 
Jesus, God’s Prophet; and Did Paul Preach Eternal Life? Every student of the 
Bible will have his understanding enriched by these studies.

USD $15.95 
Softcover • 116 pages 
Code: atm
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Second Peter: Shunning Error 
in Light of the Savior’s Return
Zane C. Hodges
Second Peter is about growing in holiness in light of the 
Second Coming. Hodges shows that believers ought to take 
our Lord’s prophetic teaching seriously and should draw 
from them a sense of deep moral obligation to persevere 
in the midst of a dying world. As you read through this 
commentary, you will long for the Savior’s soon return!  

USD $15.00
Softcover • 142 pages 
Code: 2pet

The Grace New Testament Commentary
Authors include: Zane C. Hodges, Robert N. Wilkin, Hal M. 
Haller, Dwight L. Hunt, René A. López, J. B. Bond, and J. Paul 
Tanner, among others.

Written from a conservative, Dispensational, Free Grace 
perspective. These two volumes explain all the difficult verses 
that seem to deny eternal security, eternal rewards, justifica-
tion by faith alone, and that make perseverance a condition of 
kingdom entrance.

USD $29.95 
Hardcover • Two Volumes • 1,334 pages
Out of stock

Faith in His Name: Listening to the Gospel of John
Zane C. Hodges
In this practical and pastoral commentary on John 1:1–6:21, you will 
be led into a deeper understanding of the purpose of John’s Gospel, 
with its emphasis on the meaning of Jesus’ signs and the power of His 
Word.

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 180 pages 
Code: fhn

The Road to Reward (Second Edition)
Robert N. Wilkin

Twenty-five percent new material! If everlasting life is a free gift, 
and believers are eternally secure at the moment of faith, what 
is our motivation to live for Christ? Robert N. Wilkin takes us 
through the Biblical doctrine of eternal rewards at the Judgment 
Seat of Christ.

USD $20.00
Softcover • 200 pages
Code: rr2

There are many people today who believe in Jesus for all the wrong 
reasons. They believe in Him for wealth, for health, or to save them 
because of their good works.
 That isn’t saving faith. 
 The people in Jesus’ day also believed in Him for all the wrong 
reasons. They believed He was a prophet, a rabbi, or a king who would 
save them from Rome.
  That isn’t saving faith either.
 In Faith in His Name, Zane Hodges guides us through the first six 
chapters of John’s Gospel and shows us what saving faith is, namely, to 
believe in Jesus for everlasting life.
  In this practical and pastoral commentary you will be led into a 
deeper understanding of the purpose of John’s Gospel, with its 
emphasis on the meaning of Jesus’ signs and the power of His Word. 
And more than that, you will be better equipped to do evangelism as 
the Lord Himself did, by sharing the simple message of faith in Jesus for 
life eternal.

Zane C. Hodges (BA, Wheaton; ThM, DTS) taught New 
Testament Greek and exegesis at Dallas Theological Seminary 
for 27 years until 1987. He also ministered at Victor Street Bible 
Chapel in East Dallas for 50 years.
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His Name
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The Epistle 
of James
Zane C. Hodges

This is the best 
commentary available 
on James. The section on 
James 2:14-26 has helped 
thousands understand 
this pivotal passage.

USD $15.00 
Softcover • 128 pages 
Code: jas

Romans: 
Deliverance 
from Wrath
Zane C. Hodges

Romans teaches us 
about deliverance 
from temporal wrath 
and slavery to sin.

USD $24.99  
Softcover • 488 pages 
Code: rom

Confronting 
Calvinism
Anthony B. Badger

A detailed refutation of the 
Five Points of Calvinism from 
a Free Grace perspective.

USD $24.95 
Softcover • 397 pages 
Code: cc

Free Grace 
Theology on Trial
Anthony B. Badger

This book presents a careful, 
point-for-point defense 
against the charges made 
by Wayne Grudem in “Free 
Grace” Theology: 5 Ways it 
Diminishes the Gospel and D.A. 
Carson’s Exegetical Fallacies.

USD $24.95 
Softcover • 375 pages 
Code: fgtt

The Epistles 
of John
Zane C. Hodges

First John is all about 
fellowship with God, 
not tests of life. Second 
and Third John are 
also explained in this 
valuable commentary.

USD $8.95 $5.00 
Softcover • 312 pages 
Code: 1-3john

A Free Grace 
Primer
Zane C. Hodges

Collects three of 
Hodges’s books, The 
Hungry Inherit, The 
Gospel Under Siege, 
and Grace in Eclipse.

USD $20.00 
Softcover • 571 pages 
Code: fgp2

Power to 
Make War
Zane C. Hodges

This book traces 
the career of the 
man, called in the 
Bible, the “Beast,” 
who will establish a 
new world order.

USD $8.95 
Softcover • 135 pages 
Code: pow

Harmony 
with God
Zane C. Hodges

Repentance is one of the 
most misunderstood 
doctrines in the 
church today. If 
you have questions 
about repentance, 
read this book.

USD $9.95 $5.00 
Softcover • 133 pages 
Code: hwg

Beyond Calvinism 
and Arminianism
C. Gordon Olson

Defends a middle view 
of salvation between 
Calvin and Arminius.

USD $20.00 
Softcover • 467 pages 
Code: bca

Best of Zane 
Hodges DVD
Over 10 hours of Zane 
Hodges’s messages on 
two DVDs utilizing a 
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when available, or audio 
with transcription.

USD $40.00 
2 DVDs 
Code: bozhdvd

Secure and Sure
Robert N. Wilkin

Assurance of eternal life is 
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You can be secure and sure.
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Softcover • 252 pages 
Code: sas  
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The 
Mailbag
By You

Thank you for all you do. We really like 
the magazine content and new format.” 
~Lincoln, NE

“Thank you for the blog issue. I’ve enjoyed 
reading some of the blogs. I need to learn to 
blog as I enjoy discussing the Bible. Thank you 
for y’all’s stand for the gospel!” ~Dekalb, MS

“Enclosed is a small donation to your soci-
ety. Thank you for sending me your hard copy 
magazine which comes in handy for casual 
reading. IN the last few months your posts, and 
articles, and Facebook Page have encouraged me 
immensely. I pray for you guys often and trust 
you’ll do the same for me.” ~Lineville, AL

“Thank you for your faithfulness to teach the 
truth and clarity of God’s Word and not the con-
fusion so rampant in today’s church.” ~Oceans-
ide, CA

“Thank you for your article on BSF. It is nice 
to know I am not alone or crazy. I attend BSF but 
have not read the notes for years and often dis-
agree with our teaching leader. On the other side, 
I get to have Free Grace input in our small group. 
~Groesbeck, TX

“Thank you for all you do and stand for. We’ve 
supported you for years, but not financially. 
I realize every bit counts so we’ll start here. 
~Jensen Beach, FL

“Thank you for your crucial ministries. Perhaps 
another could be making audio books out of 
some of your publications. People today see with 

their ears, and talk with their thumbs!” ~Taylors-
ville, UT

“Please use this gift to advance the truth of 
God’s Word. May He continue to bless you in 
this awesome ministry. Every issue of Grace in 
Focus is a blessing. Great magazine! ~Forest, VA. 

“Thank you so much for the in-depth maga-
zines. Very informative and helpful.” ~Lancaster, 
PA

“Thanks for you all you do for the gospel!” 
Sequim, WA  

Send your letters to Grace in Focus, P.O. Box 1308, 
Denton, TX 76202. 
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A 46-year-old believer, whose husband 
died after a debilitating illness, felt like 
she could not go on. She said, “I don’t 

know if it was self-pity, if I was seeking negative 
attention, or if grief made me feel like I would 
self-destruct. My gut-wrenching sadness at times 
seemed unpreventable and untreatable. Often the 
words of the Bible were meaningless to me—I 
guess I was numb. Sometimes I wished I could 
end my life, and even planned how to do it. Why 
didn’t I call someone? Because I didn’t want pity. 
I wanted to be strong and resilient, and for me, I 
think, that was pride.”

Several Bible people also become suicidal. What 
was the result?

Rebekah: Family Conflicts
Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am weary of my life 

because of the daughters of Heth [Hittites]; if 
Jacob takes a wife of the daughters of Heth…
what good will my life be to me?...So Isaac sent 
Jacob away” (Gen 27:46; 28:5).

Rebekah’s depression resulted from hostility 
between her twin sons and probably her own 
guilt in causing that. Her plot to deceive her hus-
band into giving the Covenant Blessing to Jacob, 
resulted in Esau determining to murder Jacob 

after Isaac died. (His death seemed imminent at 
the time.)

Whether Rebekah verbalized her depression to 
Isaac because she did feel that way or she exag-
gerated to protect Jacob from Esau is not clear 
from the text. Either way, Isaac lived 80 more 
years, but Rebekah died without seeing Jacob 
again.

Solomon: Life is Vanity
God had granted Solomon a “wise and under-

standing heart,” yet at one point he stated,
Therefore I hated life because the work that 
was done under the sun was distressing to me, 
for all is vanity and grasping for the wind….
Therefore I turned my heart and despaired of 
all the labor in which I had toiled under the 
sun (Ecclesiastes 2:17, 20).

Solomon wrote ten more chapters about life 
being futile, but came to the correct conclusion in 
12:13, “Fear God, and keep His commandments: 
for this is the whole duty of man.”

Elijah: Physically and Emotionally 
Exhausted

Elijah defeated 450 prophets of Baal on Mt. 
Carmel, causing Israelites to acknowledge the 

Suicide
Bible People Who 

Wanted to die
By Marcia Hornok
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Lord as God. However, King Ahab and Queen 
Jezebel were not convinced. They promised to 
execute Elijah by morning. “But he himself went 
a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and 
sat down under a broom tree. And he prayed that 
he might die, and said, ‘It is enough! Now, Lord, 
take my life, for I am no better than my fathers!’” 
(1 Kgs 19:4). Note—if he really wanted to die, he 
could have turned himself in!

When God made him confess how he felt, 
Elijah said, “I have been very zealous for the 
Lord God of hosts;…I alone am left; and they 
seek to take my life” (1 Kgs 19:10). Elijah felt 
isolated and ineffective. But God fed him “Angel 
Food Cake,” let him sleep, corrected his faulty 
thinking that he was the only one true to God, 
and sent him back to work with a new compan-
ion. By the way, Elijah never did die.

Job: God is Unfair
Job’s sufferings caused him to curse the day 

he was born and wish to die. “Why did I not 
die at birth?...Why is light given to him who 
is in misery, and life to the bitter of soul, who 
long for death, but it does not come, and search 
for it more than hidden treasures; who rejoice 

exceedingly and are glad when they can find the 
grave?” (Job 3:11, 20-22).

Job kept bringing his questions to God, who 
eventually “answered” him with a series of ques-
tions, which Job could not answer. This taught 
Job that he did not need to know God’s reasons, 
but to rest in God’s compassion and mercy (Jas 
5:11).

Jonah: Angry at God
Jonah, God’s rebellious servant, wanted Nine-

vah destroyed, not evangelized. So God gave 
Jonah a time-out in a dark, turbulent, slimy, and 
stinky place. Jonah repented and preached in 
Ninevah. They repented, and God withheld His 
judgment—just what Jonah feared! “But it dis-
pleased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry. 
So he prayed to the Lord, and said…‘Therefore 
now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it 
is better for me to die than to live!’” (Jonah 4:1, 
3).

Jonah’s last recorded words were, “It is right 
for me to be angry, even to death” (Jonah 4:9). 
Scripture does not say what happened to Jonah 
after that. However, if he wrote the book that 
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bears his name, he understood the truth of God’s 
compassion (Jonah 4:2).

Paul: Overwhelmed by Trials
After his conversion, Saul the persecutor of 

Christians, became Paul the persecuted. In 2 Cor 
11:23-28, he listed some of the beatings, impris-
onments, and shipwrecks he endured. About 
his trouble in Asia he said, “We were burdened 
beyond measure, above strength, so that we 
despaired even of life” (2 Cor 1:8).

But Paul had learned that when he was weak, 
God’s grace was sufficient to give him strength 
(2 Cor 3:5; 12:9-10). In fact, Paul said that facing 
death had a distinct benefit: “Yes, we had the 
sentence of death in ourselves, that we should 
not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the 
dead” (2 Cor 1:9).

Workable Solution: Trust God and Tell 
Someone

What do we learn from these Biblical exam-
ples? Rebekah tried to solve her own problem, 
but never saw her favorite son again. Solomon 
journaled his feelings in the God-inspired book 
of Ecclesiastes. After Elijah’s physical needs for 

nourishment and rest were met, he took on a 
ministry partner. Job accepted God’s inscrutabil-
ity and sovereignty. Jonah may have stayed angry. 
Paul resolved to keep his eyes on God. Those 
who fared best entrusted themselves to God and 
moved forward.

Yes, believers can despair of life and wish to 
die, but none of these Bible people died when 
they wanted to or took their own lives. The 
key may have been that they all verbalized (or 
wrote about) their feelings, whether to God or to 
another person.

Instead of ending her life, the 46-year-old 
widow mentioned above went to a grief support 
group for six weeks. It helped her adjust to her 
losses. She eventually learned to be content as a 
single mother, and 16 years later God gave her 
another happy marriage.

Anyone can become so depressed or hopeless 
that they despair of life. But taking one’s own life 
solves nothing and causes overwhelming grief for 
those who love you. Your situation is not impos-
sible. In time it will change. God will help you as 
you let Him and others know your feelings and 
needs. Suicide hotlines are available 24/7 online 
or at 1-800-273-TALK.

When you experience “the sentence of death” 
like Paul did, trust in God not yourself. And 
don’t be too proud to open up to others. It will be 
therapeutic.

Psalm 31:15 says that our times are in God’s 
hands. If God determines when and how we die, 
we will die on time. 

Marcia Hornok writes from Salt 
Lake City, where her husband Ken 
pastored Midvalley Bible Church for 
39 years. They enjoy the blessing of 
living within walking distance of 10 
out of 12 of their grandkids. 
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All Who 
Come to 
Jesus Have 
Everlasting 
Life
(John 5:39-40)

By Bob Wilkin

[Chapter 12 from the forthcoming book: 
Faith Alone in 100 Verses]

“You search the Scriptures, for in them you 
think you have eternal life; and these are they 
which testify of Me. But you are not willing 
to come to Me that you have life” (John 5:39-
40).

Law Keeping Won’t Result in Everlasting Life

The expression searching the Scriptures is 
only found twice, here and in Acts 17:11, 
the famous Berean passage. In Acts 17:11 

it is a good thing to search the Scriptures to find 
the truth. Here it is a bad thing to search the 
Scriptures merely to seek justification for your 
work-salvation thinking. 

The Jewish leaders believed in salvation by law 
keeping. They searched the Scriptures so that 
they might make sure they understood all of the 
commandments and that they knew which were 
the most important. You will recall that Jesus 
was asked what the greatest commandments 

were. This was asked so that the listeners could 
feel better about themselves. 

The Jewish religious teachers thought that “in 
them [the OT Scriptures] you think you have 
eternal life.” They did not believe the faith-alone 
message. They believed that faith in the one 
true God was necessary. But that alone would 
not save anyone. They believed that faith in 
God must be wedded with a life of good works. 
Sounds familiar? Lots of people in Christianity 
believe that today. 

The Old Testament Testifies 
That Jesus Is the Messiah

The words “and these are they which testify 
of Me” are meant to draw the audience to faith 
in Christ. They should have been searching the 
Scriptures, but not to make sure they were doing 
enough. They should search the Scriptures to see 
if what Jesus is saying is true (cf. Acts 17:11). 

The Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem. 
Jesus was born there. He was to spend time in 
Egypt. Jesus was in Egypt while a toddler. Mes-
siah was to be born of a virgin. His was a virgin 
birth according to the testimony of angels and 
of his parents. He was to heal the sick. Jesus did 
that. The Christ was to teach with authority. 
Jesus did that too. 

Though yet future to the time Jesus was speak-
ing, He would soon go the cross and then rise 
from the dead, both in fulfillment of Scripture.  

Being Willing to Come to Jesus for Life
Legalists typically are not open to the faith-

alone message. I was raised in a sinless-perfection 
group. I became an extreme legalist. I was closed 
to the faith-alone message until a few weeks 
before the start of my senior year in college. A 
friend from the group came to faith in Christ and 
said to me, “Bob, is it possible your view of the 
gospel is wrong?” That shook me up. I suddenly 
became willing to believe something different 
than I’d been taught. I was afraid. But I prayed 
for God to show me the truth and I went with my 
friend to a Campus Crusade for Christ meeting 
and a month later I came to faith. 
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What an indictment for the Lord to say, 
“But you are not willing to come to Me that 
you may have life.” Finally, the long-awaited 
Messiah was in Israel. And most of Israel was 
unwilling to believe in Him. 

The sad result of being unwilling to believe 
in Jesus is the failure to gain what they 
wanted, everlasting life: “You search the 
Scriptures, for in them you think you have 
eternal life.” Though religious, they were not 
born again. Though they read the Bible, they 
were not born again. Though they tried hard 
to obey God, they were not born again. 

The expression coming to Me in John’s 
Gospel refers to believing in Him for everlast-
ing life. Compare John 6:35, “He who comes 
to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes 
in Me shall never thirst.”

Faith-Alone, Apart from Works
The answer is in the Bible to those who are 

willing to accept it. The million dollar answer 
is not which are the two greatest commands 
in the Bible. To gain everlasting life one needs 
to believe in the Messiah, Jesus. It is that 
simple. Faith in Jesus, plus nothing. 

If you know a legalist, or if you are one, 
why not pray about this? Ask God to show 
them/you if the faith-alone message is true. 

Bob Wilkin is Executive 
Director of Grace Evangelical 
Society. He lives in Highland 
Village, TX, with his wife of 42 
years, Sharon. His latest book 
is Is Calvinism Biblical? Let the 
Scriptures Decide. 
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[Chapter 1 of the 
forthcoming commentary 
on Hebrews]

Christ Is the King

The first four verses of 
Hebrews are often called 
the prologue. In it, the 

author introduces the readers to 
the two offices of Jesus Christ 
discussed in detail in the book: 
King and High Priest.

Jesus is both.
This sets the stage for the 

book. Because of the greatness 
of Christ, if His people listen 
to His words, they can expect 
great rewards. If they disobey 
Him, they can expect severe 
negative consequences.

The Prologue (1:1-4)
1 God, who at various 
times and in various ways 
spoke in time past to the 
fathers by the prophets, 
2 has in these last days 
spoken to us by His Son, 
whom He has appointed 
heir of all things, through 
whom also He made the 
worlds; 3 who being the 
brightness of His glory and 

the express image of His 
person, and upholding all 
things by the word of His 
power, when He had by 
Himself purged our sins, 
sat down at the right hand 
of the Majesty on high, 
4 having become so much 
better than the angels, 
as He has by inheritance 
obtained a more excellent 
name than they.

God has revealed Himself to 
His people. To the Jews, God 
spoke to the fathers by the 
prophets (v 1). This is a refer-
ence to the OT and strongly 
indicates that the original read-
ers, though now Christians, 
were Jewish.

To the Jews in the OT, God 
spoke in various times and 
various ways. The words 
include the idea that God 
spoke by revealing Himself in 
parts. That is, the revelation 
of Himself in the past was in 
fragments and not complete. 
He did this in many ways—we 
can think about how God did 
this through the prophets. He 
spoke to them through things 
like dreams, visions, thunder, a 

burning bush, angels, and even 
a still small voice (1 Kgs 19:12).

As wonderful as these revela-
tions were, things have changed. 
God has now spoken in the last 
days (v 2). This indicates that 
He has now given His final rev-
elation of Himself. There won’t 
be any more revelation.

Contrary to popular opinion, 
the last days did not begin in 
1948 or 1967. The last days 
began with Jesus’ ascension 
into heaven. The ministry of 
the Apostles took place during 
the last days (cf. Jas 5:9; 2 Pet 
3:3; 1 John 2:18; Jude 18; Rev 
22:12, 20). 

The reason there won’t be any 
more revelation is that now God 
has spoken to us in His Son. 
This means that God’s revela-
tion of Himself is no longer in 
fragments. It is complete. There 
will be no more because He has 
given the perfect revelation. In 
His Son, God has said His final 
word.

The OT was given through 
prophets and angels (Acts 7:53; 
Heb 2:2). The original readers 
rightfully held the OT in high 
esteem. If this is the case for 
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what was only in fragments, 
how much more should they 
hold the words of Jesus Christ 
in high esteem? As the author 
will shortly say—and it is obvi-
ous—the Son is much greater 
than the OT prophets and 
angels. 

Here the author introduces 
another idea that will be impor-
tant in the book. As mentioned 
in the introduction, the readers 
were Jewish Christians who 
were thinking about abandon-
ing Christianity and going back 
to Judaism. The author says 
that the revelation found in 
Christianity in the NT, as given 
by Jesus Christ, is much greater 
than what God has said in the 
past in the OT. Christianity is 
far superior to Judaism.

The description of Jesus 
Christ in the rest of the pro-
logue shows why He is the per-
fect and final revelation of God. 
In the OT there was the office 
of the prophet. Jesus Christ is 
God’s perfect prophet. 

First of all, Jesus is the heir 
of all things. The idea behind 
these words is found in Psalm 
2, from which the author of 
Hebrews will quote in v 5. In 
this Psalm, the Son is the King. 
What the Son will inherit are 
the nations of the earth. This 
points to a future day when 
Christ will own and rule the 
world to come. A seven-year 
Tribulation will follow the 
rapture of the church. After the 
Tribulation, Christ will return 
and rule upon the earth for one 
thousand years. Afterward, He 
will create a new heaven and 
earth and will rule forever.

It is only right that He would 
be the King of the world to 
come and that this kingdom 
would belong to Him. After all, 
He made the worlds. The word 
for worlds is literally “ages.” 
This could refer to the fact that 
Christ made all the worlds—all 
the planets, the earth, the stars, 
etc. Or it could refer to both the 
seen and unseen worlds, includ-
ing the spiritual world. If the 
Jews saw angels as being very 
important, they are reminded 
here that Christ created them, 
since they are a part of the spiri-
tual world.

The idea that Christ created 
the ages could also signify that 
He is the One who is carrying 
all of history—all the ages of 
time—to their conclusion. He 
will bring in His kingdom, over 
which He will rule. His word 
will bring all this about.

Whatever the meaning of the 
word “worlds” is, one thing 
is clear— Christ created all 
things. One day He will inherit 
all that He made. It will belong 
to Him.

The greatness of Jesus Christ 
is also seen in His description 
in v 3. He is the brightness of 
His glory. The glory of God 
shines forth in Jesus Christ. The 
idea of glory probably relates 
to God’s power. The power of 
God was seen in Jesus. We saw 
this in the miracles He per-
formed, including raising the 
dead. It was also seen on the 
Mount of Transfiguration where 
the disciples observed His glory.

Jesus is also the express image 
of His person. The idea in the 
Greek is that Jesus is the exact 
representation of God. If we 

want to know what God is like 
in essence and character, we 
only have to look at the Son. 
Everything that God is, Jesus is. 
Jesus specifically taught that the 
one who sees Him had seen the 
Father (John 14:9).

This is why Jesus is the per-
fect and final revelation of God. 
He is God. Many have com-
mented that this description 
of Jesus Christ is one of the 
clearest statements in the Bible 
that Jesus Christ is God. There 
could be no better revelation. 
The prophets and angels of the 
OT could not even hope to be 
on par with Him.

The power of Christ’s words 
is also seen in that He upholds 
all things by the word of His 
power. The whole universe is 
held together by what He says. 
He is bringing all of history 
to its goal—His kingdom. 
When One like that speaks, He 
should be obeyed! To aban-
don His teaching and publicly 
renounce Him to return to 
Judaism would be the height of 
foolishness.

But Jesus is even more than 
the King who will inherit every-
thing. The author of Hebrews 
introduces the idea of the other 
office that Jesus holds—that of 
High Priest. He states that He 
had by Himself purged our sins. 
Associated with this idea is the 
fact that Jesus sat down at the 
right hand of God. The author 
of Hebrews will spend a great 
deal of time discussing in chaps. 
5–10 that Jesus is our High 
Priest. Our High Priest sacri-
ficed Himself for His people. 
This sacrifice paid for the sins 
of His people once for all.
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Also, this sacrifice was per-
fect. It was so complete there is 
no need for any more sacrifices. 
That is why He has “sat down.” 
His work is finished. There is 
no more that needs to be done 
for the sins of His people. 

The fact that He is at the 
right hand of God shows that 
He occupies the most exalted 
position in the universe. He has 
supreme authority. Jesus said 
that He would occupy that posi-
tion (Luke 22:69; Matt 22:43-
44). It anticipates the authority 
He will have forever.

The amazing thing is that He 
had to die to bring this about. 
The One Who is described in 
the prologue, the One Who is 
the Creator and the all-power-
ful King of the world to come, 
did that for His people.

This One is so much better 
than the angels, and He has a 
more excellent name than they 
do. No angel is seated at the 
right hand of God. No angel 
has made purification for the 
sins of God’s people. No angel 
has His name.

The name that Christ has 
inherited is Son. The author will 
discuss that name in vv 5-14. As 
will be seen, this name means 
He will be the King of the eter-
nal kingdom to come. That is 
not true of any angel.

The phrase much better 
is a favorite in the Book of 
Hebrews. It is used thirteen 
times in the book. The basic 
argument is that Christianity 
is much better than Judaism. 
Judaism, including sects of 
Judaism like the one found at 
Qumran, placed a great deal of 
importance on the angels. But 

here the author already indi-
cates how much greater Chris-
tianity is than Judaism, and 
Christ is than the angels. He is 
God. As such, His sacrifice is 
greater than any OT sacrifice. 
He is greater than any king or 
high priest found in Judaism. 
He is greater than any revela-
tion found in Judaism. Listen to 
Him!

In the following verses, the 
author of Hebrews expounds on 
the name Jesus Christ has inher-
ited—the Son. This title will 
drive the discussion throughout 
the first chapters of the book.

Jesus Christ, the Son, Is 
Greater than the Angels 
(1:5-14)
For to which of the angels did 
He ever say:

“You are My Son,
Today I have begotten You”?
And again:
“I will be to Him a Father,
And He shall be to Me a 

Son”?
But when He again brings 

the firstborn into the world, He 
says:

“Let all the angels of God 
worship Him.”

And of the angels He says:
“Who makes His angels 

spirits
And His ministers a flame of 

fire.”
But to the Son He says:
“Your throne, O God, is 

forever and ever;
A scepter of righteousness is 

the scepter of Your kingdom.
You have loved righteousness 

and hated lawlessness;
Therefore God, Your God, 

has anointed You
With the oil of gladness 

more than Your companions.”
And:

“You, Lord, in the beginning 
laid the foundation of the earth,

And the heavens are the 
work of Your hands.

They will perish, but You 
remain;

And they will all grow old 
like a garment;

Like a cloak You will fold 
them up,

And they will be changed.
But You are the same,
And Your years will not 

fail.”
But to which of the angels 

has He ever said:
“Sit at My right hand,
Till I make Your enemies 

Your footstool”?
 Are they not all ministering 

spirits sent forth to minister 
for those who will inherit 
salvation?(Heb 1:5-14)

To make his case that Jesus 
is greater than the angels, the 
author appeals to the OT. This 
would make sense if he were 
writing to people who had high 
regard for those Scriptures. The 
revelation found in the writings 
of Judaism makes a case for the 
supremacy of God’s Son.

The Son is King (Psalm 2 and 
2 Samuel 7)

In the prologue, the author 
stated that Jesus has a name 
greater than any angel. That 
name is here identified. In v 5 it 
is given. Jesus is the Son. But it 
is also obvious here that Jesus 
is compared to the angels. God 
has never called an angel by 
that name. 

The prologue has just stated 
that Jesus is God. Since God is 
eternal, Jesus has always been 
God. However, we see here that 
Jesus inherited the name of Son 
in a special sense at a specific 
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point in time. This special sense 
is understood by the way the 
author of Hebrews quotes from 
the OT. He uses two passages. 
One is from Psalm 2. The other 
is from 2 Sam 7:14. 

First, he quotes from Psalm 
2 which is an example of an 
“Enthronement Psalm.” In 
these Psalms, a man in the OT 
becomes King of Israel. On 
the day he becomes king of the 
nation, he inherits the title of 
“son.” As the King of Israel, He 
becomes the son of God upon 
earth.

The title Son, then, carries 
with it the idea of King. The 
idea of the King being the Son 
of God on earth was part of 
the promise that God gave to 
David in 2 Sam 7:14, which the 
author of Hebrews quotes in the 
second part of v 5. The descen-
dants of David who sat on the 
throne of the nation would be 
the “sons” of God. They were 
the representatives of God. God 
said these kings would be His 
sons and He would be their 
Father. 

Of course, these earthly kings 
of Israel only foreshadowed the 
real King who was to come. 
They pointed to Him. Christ 
is the ultimate fulfillment of 
Psalm 2, just as He is the ulti-
mate fulfillment of the promise 
God gave to David in 2 Samuel.

But what is the meaning 
of the phrase from Psalm 2, 
“today I have begotten you”? It 
is easy to see how this applies 
to the kings in the OT. On the 
day they were crowned king, 
they became a son of God in 
a special way. But if Jesus was 
always God and is eternal, how 

does it relate to Him? How can 
it be said that He was begotten 
on a certain day?

It seems highly likely that 
what the author has in mind is 
the day that Christ ascended 
to the right hand of the Father 
(1:3). On that day He had done 
everything necessary to be the 
King of the world to come. 
He had purged His people’s 
sins. He had done all that was 
needed to ensure that men and 
women would reign with Him 
in His coming kingdom, an 
idea that will be discussed in 
detail in chap. 2. Because of 
His completed work, Christ 
entered a new relationship with 
His Father and His people. On 
the day of His exaltation to the 
right hand of His Father, all the 
prerogatives of being King were 
His. He was declared the Son 
of God in this special sense at 
that time. This is the same point 
made in Rom 1:4 in which Paul 
states that Christ was “declared 
to be the Son of God with 
power according to the Spirit 
of holiness, by the resurrection 
from the dead.” 

In the rest of the OT quotes 
that follow in this chapter, the 
author will continue to discuss 
the idea that Jesus is the King. 
A major point in this section is 
that no angel will rule the world 
to come. Jesus, since He is the 
King, will. 

But in these quotes from 
the OT, there is also the idea 
that the King will defeat His 
enemies. This idea is present in 
Psalm 2 which the author uses 
here in v 5 (see Ps 2:1-3, 9-12). 
This is important because the 
original readers of Hebrews 

were being persecuted by the 
enemies of the King. 

Jesus is the Firstborn Son 
(Psalm 97)

In v 6 the author says that 
God will bring His firstborn 
son into the world. This most 
likely refers to the time when 
Christ returns to rule over the 
world to come (see 2:5). In 
the OT the firstborn son had 
authority over all other sons. 
Christ will have that authority. 
Christ will inherit all things on 
that day (1:2).

In the second half of this 
verse, he quotes from Psalm 97. 
This Psalm also speaks of the 
time the Messiah sets up His 
kingdom, that is when Jesus 
returns (see Ps 97:1-6). As with 
Psalm 2, Psalm 97 also states 
that when Christ returns, He 
will defeat all His enemies 
(Ps 97:3, 10-11).

The main point the author 
makes here, however, is that 
the Son, Jesus Christ, will be 
the King. The angels will not 
be kings. In fact, the angels will 
worship Him! If the readers 
were thinking about turning 
away from Christ and going 
back to a religion that empha-
sized the role of angels in the 
kingdom of God, they might 
want to think again! In the fol-
lowing verses, the author com-
pares the role of Jesus and the 
role of angels in that kingdom.

The Role of Angels (Psalm 
104)

Here in v 7 the author quotes 
from Psalm 104 in which we 
see that God’s angels are spirits. 
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The word for spirit can also be 
translated “wind.” That may be 
preferable here. The reason this 
is the case is that angels are also 
called a flame of fire. 

The point here is that angels 
are a part of God’s creation, 
just as wind and fire are. Jesus 
Christ is God, and therefore He 
created everything, including 
angels. That is why they wor-
ship Him.

As part of creation, they can 
be changed. In the following 
verses, we will see that Jesus the 
Son is not part of creation. He 
does not change.

Another aspect here is that 
God can change the works 
of His hands to do His will.  
God makes the angels do His 
bidding. 

Taking all these things 
together, we see that angels will 
serve the King. The King creates 
them. They, like all of creation, 
can be changed. The King, who 
is the Son, is infinitely greater.

The Son Is God and Has 
Companions (Psalm 45)

In comparing the role of 
Jesus Christ to the angels in the 
world to come, the author turns 
to Psalm 45 here in vv 8-9. 
As with Psalms 2 and 97, this 
Psalm also says that the King 
will defeat all His enemies (Ps 
45:3-5). Since all of His enemies 
will be defeated, His throne will 
be established forever and ever. 
He will have no opposition.

In this Psalm Jesus the Mes-
siah is specifically called God. 
He is the One Who created the 
angels. The Son in Psalm 2, 
the Son of the promise made to 

David in 2 Samuel 7, and the 
King of Psalm 45 all point to 
the same Person. As King, since 
He is the eternal God, He will 
reign forever. 

His kingdom will be one 
of righteousness. The Son is 
worthy to rule that kingdom 
because He loved righteousness 
and hated lawlessness.

It needs to be noted that 
unlike Psalm 2, Psalm 45 is 
not an Enthronement Psalm. 
It does not speak about when 
the King is crowned. Instead, 
it is a marriage Psalm. It talks 
about the wedding of the King. 
At that wedding, in particu-
lar, at the wedding feast, the 
King is anointed with the oil of 
gladness. 

The feast will be a time of 
gladness. The King will be glad 
because as a righteous King, 
He has inherited a righteous 
kingdom. But the Psalm states 
that the King will not be alone 
in this celebration. Others will 
share in His joy.

Those who share this joy with 
the King are called companions. 
The picture here is the King 
who is having a feast. There are 
those who are at the head table 
with Him. The Greek word for 
companion (metachoi) signi-
fies a close friend. Perhaps an 
equivalent in our time would be 
the President’s cabinet. Those 
in his cabinet are close to the 
President. (So, too, are gover-
nors, senators, congressmen, 
and even mayors.)

An example of the meaning 
of this word is seen in Luke 5:7. 
Peter is fishing with his business 
“partners.” This is the same 
word as companions used here 

in Hebrews. These were his 
close friends, those with whom 
he spent his time.

This is an important concept 
in the Book of Hebrews. When 
the King returns and sets up 
His kingdom, He will be partic-
ularly close to His companions, 
His close friends.

And who will these close 
friends be? It will be those who 
are like Him—those who loved 
righteousness and hated lawless-
ness. It will be those who have 
been faithful to Him.

The author will later use 
the same word in Heb 3:14 
in which He says that believ-
ers will be the companions of 
Christ, “if we hold the begin-
ning of our confidence steadfast 
to the end” (emphasis added).

One can easily see how this 
applies to the first readers. They 
were thinking of renouncing 
Christ and going back to Juda-
ism. If they did that and did not 
hold steadfast to the end, they 
would not be the companions 
or partners of the King when 
He returned. They would be in 
the kingdom, but they would 
not be in those positions of 
honor.

Once again we can see how 
this applies to the President 
in our day. He has those who 
are particularly close to him. 
There are many people who are 
citizens of the United States and 
live in this country who are not 
his “companions.” Only those 
who have faithfully served the 
President fit this description.

In the Book of Hebrews, this 
is the first indication of rewards. 
Jesus will inherit all things 
(1:2). But He will share His 
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inheritance with His partners—
those who have been faithful 
to Him. They will be great in 
His kingdom. They will have 
an inheritance in that kingdom. 
But unfaithfulness will result in 
the loss of that reward. 

The Son Never Changes 
(Psalm 102)

In vv 10-12, the author quotes 
from Ps 102:25-27. Like the 
previous Psalms quoted in this 
section, Psalm 102 also men-
tions the enemies of the King 
(Ps 102:8). But the major point 
here is that the King will never 
change. Psalm 45 said that His 
throne will be forever. If He is 
to rule forever, He must be eter-
nal and not subject to change. 

It is interesting that God is 
speaking in this Psalm. He is 
speaking about the Son, and 
He calls the Son Lord. Whom 
would God call Lord? This is 
another statement that Jesus is 
God. The earth and the heavens 
are the work of Jesus. 

The Psalm goes on to say 
that the present creation will 
perish (cf. Matt 5:18; 24:35; 
Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33; 2 Pet 
3:10-12; Rev 20:1-3). But Christ 
will remain. The day will come 
when Christ will roll up the 
universe like an old coat, that 
is, like a garment that no longer 
has a use.  It will be replaced by 
another one. This will happen 
after Jesus rules for one thou-
sand years when He creates a 
new heaven and earth.

The universe itself will be 
changed, but Christ will remain 
the same. The point is that 
Christ’s kingdom will survive 

even the universe. His kingdom 
will include the millennial king-
dom and then will go on into 
the eternal state.

Of course, this had tremen-
dous application to the original 
readers. Their present world 
was persecuting them. They 
were tempted to give up. The 
author is telling them that the 
troubles of this present world 
are temporary because the pres-
ent world itself is temporary. 
They should keep their eyes on 
the coming eternal kingdom of 
Christ.

The Son Will Defeat His 
Enemies (Psalm 110)

In vv 13-14, the author con-
cludes his OT quotes which 
compare Jesus with the angels. 
In all the Psalms quoted, it was 
implied that the King would 
defeat all of His enemies. 

In v 13, the author quotes 
from Psalm 110. The day will 
come when all the enemies 
of the King are placed under 
His feet—they will become 
His footstool. If God’s people, 
like the original readers, were 
being oppressed by the enemies 
of the King, they should find 
comfort in knowing that one 
day their King will defeat their 
persecutors.

Psalm 110 is crucial to the 
Book of Hebrews. It was 
alluded to in 1:3, is quoted 
here, and will be quoted again 
in 5:6. The Jews believed that 
the Psalm predicted the coming 
Messiah. Hebrews is written to 
Jewish Christians. The author 
is saying that Jesus is the fulfill-
ment of this Psalm.

The main point here is that 
when Jesus comes and defeats 
His enemies, His people will 
share in that victory. Angels 
will not, as some Jews felt, rule 
the world to come. Instead, 
angels are simply those who 
minister to those who will 
inherit salvation.

This raises a couple of ques-
tions. First, what is the salva-
tion here? And second, who 
are those who will inherit that 
salvation?

The salvation here must be 
understood in this context. 
In all these Psalms quoted in 
1:5-14, salvation means deliver-
ance from the enemies of the 
people of God. The King will 
deliver His people. His people 
will share in the benefits of that 
victory.  

The salvation here is not 
salvation from hell. Notice that 
the author talks about a salva-
tion in the future—those who 
will inherit salvation (contra 
present salvation, John 3:16-
17; Eph 2:8-9). Throughout 
the book, as we will see, the 
author understands that his 
readers are believers. A believer 
already has eternal life and 
salvation from hell. Jesus made 
this clear in verses like John 
5:24. To the woman at the well, 
Jesus said that if she believed 
in Him, she would have eternal 
life within her, and she would 
retain it forever (John 4:10-14). 
Here, in this verse, the author 
of Hebrews is talking about 
something the readers do not 
yet have. He cannot be talking 
about salvation from eternal 
condemnation because the 
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believer already has that (John 
3:18, 36; 5:24).

The word salvation has the 
basic meaning of “deliverance.” 
The salvation here refers to the 
deliverance Jesus will bring His 
people when He returns—in the 
future. His people will share 
in His victory when He defeats 
His enemies.  

Christ’s inheritance is to rule 
the world to come (1:2). It will 
belong to Him. But He will 
share that inheritance with His 
companions. They will rule 
with Him. Not all believers 
will rule with Christ. While all 
believers will experience salva-
tion from hell, not all believers 
will rule with Christ. 

The author of Hebrews is 
telling his readers to hold on. 
The King is coming. He will 
deliver you—save you—from all 
your enemies. In that victory, 
He will reward those who have 
been faithful to Him. We might 
say they will share in the spoils 
of His victory.  What a great 
salvation that will be!

Even though many believe 
that all Christians will be equal 
in the kingdom, the NT does 
not teach that. In His parables, 
the Lord taught that some 
believers will rule over ten 
cities, some five cities, and some 
will not rule over any. Paul 
taught that only those believ-
ers who are faithful to the Lord 
and suffer with Him will reign 
with Him (Rom 8:17; 2 Tim 
2:11-13). These are the “com-
panions” of the Lord. They are 
faithful to the Lord in the midst 
of persecution by His enemies. 
Christ promises to “save” them 
from that persecution. They 

are to hold firm to the end. 
They are the ones that wait for 
the righteous kingdom He will 
bring, in spite of the difficulties 
the enemies of the King throw 
at them.

All believers are offered this 
“salvation,” but not all will 
obtain it. Those that obtain 
it are those that will experi-
ence deliverance from their 
troubles when the King returns. 
That is the point of the Book 
of Hebrews. Only those who 
remain faithful to the King will 
share in His rule. The warn-
ing passages in the book are 
directed toward those believers 
who are contemplating being 
unfaithful to Him and throwing 
all that away. 

Angels serve those who are 
called to reign with Christ. 
Angels will not rule the world 
to come; faithful men and 
women will.  Because men and 
women will rule the world to 
come, the Son had to become 
one of them. That is the sub-
ject of the second chapter of 
Hebrews. 

APPLICATION
It may be difficult for the 

modern-day reader to put him-
self in the shoes of the original 
readers of Hebrews. Many of 
us have not experienced perse-
cution for our faith. We have 
never been faced with the temp-
tation to reject Christianity for 
our safety.

However, the message here in 
chap. 1 is timeless. In Christ, 
we see the coming eternal King. 
When we believe in Jesus Christ 
for eternal life, we receive it 
as a free gift. However, Christ 

offers His people even more. He 
calls every believer to be one 
of His intimate companions in 
His kingdom. Christ will own 
the kingdom over which He 
rules, and He wants to give His 
followers a share in that inheri-
tance. There is a difference 
between being in a place and 
inheriting that place. There is a 
difference between being in the 
kingdom and being great in the 
kingdom.

Imagine if, when the King 
returns, He made you a part-
ner with Him in ruling His 
kingdom. Imagine being in 
the cabinet of the King. Being 
faithful to Him in this life is dif-
ficult, whatever age in which we 
live. But He promises to come 
and deliver us from these things 
and reward faithfulness towards 
Him. Not all believers will 
receive this “salvation” from 
Him. All believers will be in the 
kingdom, but as the Book of 
Hebrews will spell out, includ-
ing in the warning passages, 
some believers will experience 
the loss of eternal rewards. 
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