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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2015 

The Presidential debates have begun. I find 
these debates to be mostly jockeying for 
position. People at the top want to stay 

there. People at the bottom want to move into the 
top ten. 

There is also a jockeying for position in Christian 
publishing. While we do not sell our magazine, we 
are very concerned about the impact we are having. 
We want to reach more people. Thus we want to see 
our subscriptions grow.

They have been growing, by the way. Thank you 
for the part you’ve played, whether it telling others 
about our magazine, praying for us, or signing 
people up. 

You may wonder how we decide what to put in 
our magazine. While our reason to exist concerns 
the free gift of everlasting life and keeping the 
messages of evangelism and discipleship distinct, 
that gives us a lot of ground to cover. Lots of 
issues are very important to both evangelism and 
discipleship.

What if you find you disagree with a given article? 
Well, prayerfully study the issue and see if there is 
anything you need to learn (Acts 17:11). If not, reject 
the message of that article and move on. It should 
not be surprising if you find an article or two you 
disagree with. It would be quite surprising if you 
agreed with everything in every article. 

Our goal is to help you grow. We write for people 
of all ages and educational backgrounds. We put 
in lots of articles which elementary school children 
should be able to follow. But we put in some articles 
that likely will challenge people with master’s 
degrees and even doctorates. There should be some-
thing for everyone in every issue. 

While we hope everyone reads every page, we 
know that many will pick out two or three articles 
that especially interest them and read those care-
fully. Obviously, that’s fine. The magazine is there 
for you.

We have several interesting articles in this issue. 
How do you have certainty in an age of doubt? 

Postmodernism Part 2 addresses that question.

Joe Lombardi discusses how all believers are 
builders. We will all be judged by the Lord accord-
ing to what we have built with our lives. 

What is progressive creation and what is wrong 
with it? Ken Ham and Terry Mortenson challenge 
our thinking. 

Have you ever wondered about the selection of 
someone to take the place of Judas as an apostle? 
Zane Hodges has a fantastic explanation from Acts 
1:15-26.

Shawn Lazar discusses the fifth and final warning 
passage in Heb 12:12-29. 

And that’s just for starters. 
Enjoy. 

Our Goal Is 
Your Growth

Bob Wilkin, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
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Doubt Is the Opposite of Belief

T
o believe is to be persuaded, to be convinced that 
something is true.

If you believe that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, 
you are convinced that is true. 

If you doubt that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, you are 
not convinced. To have doubts is to remain unconvinced. 

I have a pastor friend who says that doubt and faith 
coexist all the time. He is convinced, that is he believes, 
that faith in something is never pure persuasion. It is 
also persuasion mixed with doubt.

Frankly, that does not make any sense to me.
I am persuaded that our President is Barack Obama. 

I have no doubt about that. If I did, I’d think I had 
dementia. 

I am persuaded that Washington, DC is the U.S. capital. 
I have no doubt about that. 

I am convinced that God exists. I can no more doubt 
His existence than I can the existence of what He has 
created. The creation proves the Creator (Romans 1). 

That’s the key. Do not lose your grip on reality. As 
long as you stay grounded in evidence, reason, and 
persuasion you will avoid the trap that is postmodern 
doubt. 

A
Bob Wilkin
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Embrace Faith, 
Not Doubt

The more we believe, the more 
our faith grows. The Bible speaks of 
milk-of-the-Word truths and meat-
of-the-Word truths. The former 
are very basic. The latter are more 
advanced. 

As new believers we embrace the 
milk. Our faith grows as we believe 
more and more of the basic truths 
of God’s Word. 

As we mature, we embrace more 
advanced truths. 

But the key is growth in our 
faith. That is, we grow in how 
much of God’s Word we under-
stand and believe. 

Part of the problem of postmo-
dernity is that faith is not consid-
ered very valuable. What is valued 
are things like feelings, experi-
ences, and encounters. 

Reject the Notion 
that Certainty 
Is Impossible

E. W. Kenyon says, 
The world has become “doubt-
minded.” In the higher realms 
of education, it is a mark of 
scholarship to put a question 
mark after every sentence 
and to challenge all of the old 
landmarks.

Doubt is an unhealthy mental 
condition because questions are 
a sign of weakness. Doubt has 
never been a sign of strength. 
It isn’t doubting something 
but believing something that 
makes us strong. Doubts always 
result in unhealthy reactions; 
faith always results in healthy 
reactions.

Blessed is the man who 
becomes faith-minded toward 
God, who becomes faith-
minded toward the Bible, and 
who reaches the place where 
doubt is unwanted, where he 

shrinks from it with fear (E.W. 
Kenyon and Don Gossett, Keys 
to Receiving God’s Miracles 
[Blaine, WA: Whitaker House, 
2011], p. 148).

Harold Lindsell famously sug-
gested in his 1976 book that a 
battle for the Bible had been going 
on for years at that time. In the 
forty years since then certainty has 
been under increasing attack. 

If we are to avoid doubt we must 
reject the idea that certainty is 
impossible. Certainty is what God 
wants for us. That is why He gave 
us His Word. 

Reject the Notion that 
Certainty Is Arrogance

In our “doubt-minded world” 
certainty is considered arrogant. 

Daniel Taylor says,
I call [certainty] a myth because 
that is my understanding of it…
My own experience is that for 
human beings certainty does 
not exist, has never existed, will 
not—in our finite states—ever 
exist, and moreover, should not. 
It is not a gift God has chosen to 
give His creatures, doubtlessly 
wisely (The Myth of Certainty 
[Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 
1986, 1992], p. 94).

Taylor considers certainty some-
thing God chose not to give to us. 
He says that God was wise in this. 
His view is that certainty produces 
“arrogance and self-satisfaction” 
(p. 127). He asks, “What can the 
arrogant man or woman learn? 
Who can teach the smug and self-
satisfied?” (p. 127).

But we can be certain without 
being either arrogant or self-
satisfied. Our satisfaction comes 
from God and His revelation. It is 
not arrogant to believe what God 
said. Indeed, some might consider 

it arrogant to doubt what God has 
said.

The Apostle Paul was not arro-
gant when he defended the gospel 
of grace in Galatians. He was not 
expressing his opinions. He was 
discussing reality. 

The Apostle John was not arro-
gant when he presented Jesus as 
the Source of everlasting life to all 
who believe in Him (John 3:16; 
5:24; 11:25-27; 20:30-31). He was 
not expressing his convictions. He 
didn’t say, “I’m inclined to think...” 
or “I lean towards the position…” 
He presented absolute truth. 

We have a positive message, 
not a negative one. That God has 
given us the gift of certainty is a 
great thing. Without it we would 
go through life uncertain of 
everything, including our eternal 
destiny. We would not know where 
would spend eternity. But God 
wants His children to know they 
have everlasting life (John 5:24; 
6:35; 11:25-27; 1 John 5:9-13). 

Douglas Groothius says,
Postmoderns fret mightily about 
arrogance and dogmatism, but 
to avoid them they typically 
rebound into the equal and 
opposite errors of cheap 
tolerance and relativism. 
However, a belief in the 
objectivity of truth and its 
importance for all of life does 
not entail an arrogant attitude 
or an unbending, irrational 
dogmatism (Truth Decay: 
Defending Christianity Against 
the Challenge of Postmodernism 
[Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2000]
p. 12).

Let’s say you are certain that 
John Kerry is Secretary of State and 
that John Boehner is Speaker of the 
House. Does that certainty make 
you arrogant? Of course not. 
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To be sure of God’s existence, of 
the Trinity, of having everlasting 
life by faith in Christ, and of our 
guaranteed home in Christ’s king-
dom forever is not arrogance. It is 
faith. It is taking God at His Word. 

Read Christian Books 
That Extol Certainty

There are a number of books you 
can read if you have an interest in 
learning more about certainty as 
opposed to doubt.

David Wells wrote a great book 
entitled No Place for Truth: Or 
Whatever Happened to Evangeli-
cal Theology? (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans, 1993).

Wells notes that tolerance is 
considered by many Evangelicals 
today to be the greatest virtue 
in Christianity and in Christian 
education. Intolerance is viewed as 
the greatest vice. Wells shows this 
is backwards.

Believers should be intolerant of 
heresy. Tolerance is fine, but only 
within the boundaries of truth. 
We cannot tolerate heresy and call 
it truth. There must be a place for 
truth. 

Certainty: A Place to Stand is 
a fine book by Grant Richison 
(Ontario, Canada: Castle Quay 
Books, 2010). He says, 

Faith always rests on certainty, 
not on a suggestion of 
probability. Otherwise, chance 
is final and probability is empty. 
The very idea of probability 
precludes certainty and 
places chance at the core of a 
system…God’s self-attesting 
Word transcends all probable 
approaches to truth (p. 259). 

Richison adds, “We have cer-
tainty that comes from God. The 
Bible stands in polar opposition to 

the prevailing and dominant view 
of man today” (p. 267).

Famed Christian philosopher 
Gordon Clark wrote Faith and 
Saving Faith (Jefferson, MD: The 
Trinity Foundation, 1983). While 
not an easy read, Clark’s point 
is made clearly and repeatedly. 
Faith is not an emotion, a feeling, 
or a personal encounter. Faith is 
being persuaded of the truth of a 
proposition. 

Douglas Groothius wrote Truth 
Decay: Defending Christianity 
Against the Challenge of Postmod-
ernism. He argues that God’s truth 
is absolute, certain, and knowable 
(pp. 60-72). 

Share What You Know, 
Not What You Doubt

One of the benefits of a culture in 
which doubt is so prevalent is that 
the person with certainty stands 
out. 

If you can tell someone you are 
sure you have everlasting life, and 
why, then your message stands out 
as radically different. People are 
most familiar with evangelists who 
are not sure of their own eternal 
destiny and whose aim is to help 
you share their doubts. No wonder 
much of what passes for good news 
today is not perceived that way by 
the listener.

The world longs for someone 
who is certain of something, espe-
cially someone who is sure of the 
most important question in life, 
where will I spend eternity?

The message of John 3:16 and 
John 5:24 is a message of certainty. 
We know that whoever simply 
believes in Jesus has everlasting 
life, shall not come into judgment, 
but has already passed from death 
into life. That is truly good news.

What could be a more positive 
and uplifting message? We do not 
find our assurance in our works, 
our feelings, or our promises. We 
find our assurance in His works 
and His promises to the believer.  

Of course, sanctification truth 
is certain as well. That is why the 
promise of eternal rewards for 
believers who are found faithful 
is such a highly motivating truth. 
We don’t think there will be eternal 
rewards if we endure. We know 
there will be (2 Tim 2:12). 

All of Christianity, from the 
new birth to sanctification truth, 
depends on God’s ability to com-
municate in His Word. Since He 
can and does communicate, we can 
be certain. I’m so glad that God has 
given us His Word and has made 
it clear.

Bob Wilkin is Executive Director of 
Grace Evangelical Society. His latest book 
is A Gospel of Doubt: The Legacy of John 
MacArthur’s The Gospel According to 
Jesus.

“It is not arrogant 
to believe what God 
said. Indeed, some 
might consider it 
arrogant to doubt 

what God has said.”
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During the first year of 
their marriage, my par-
ents lived on the third 

floor of Dad’s parents’ three-
story farmhouse in Raritan, 
New Jersey. My paternal grand-
father gave them a portion of 
his land on which to build their 
first house. Dad did most of the 
construction himself. He would 
come home after a long day at 
work and then spend hours each 
evening building a home for him 
and Mom. 

Mom told me recently that it 
actually took him a whole year 
to complete the project. She said 
she did not know where he got 
the blueprint from, but that he 
followed it meticulously. It wasn’t 
too long after they moved into 
that house that I came along. 
Although we moved about fifteen 
miles away before I turned four, 
I can still remember—more than 
sixty years later—“the house that 
Pat built!”

We Are All Under 
Construction

In 2 Pet 1:2-11, the Apostle 
Peter makes it very clear that 
every Christian is not only “under 

construction,” but is also a person 
who is working in the construc-
tion business.

Every believer is a builder.
Indeed, in this passage Peter 

explains how to build a life of 
quality that will make a difference 
for all eternity. 

The Apostle explains that by 
our dependence on His Divine 
resources (vv 3-4), and by our 
diligence in the human process 
(vv 5-9), we can build a spiritual 
house, a life of Christian char-
acter that will be effective and 
productive for God, and which 
will result in His bestowing 
and our receiving an abundant 
and extravagant eternal reward 
(vv 10-11).

But, how exactly can we do it?
One thing is certain: we defi-

nitely need a good blueprint.
We also need to be sure we have 

all of the necessary resources to 
complete this construction project 
according to its Biblical specifica-
tions. That is why verses 2-3 are so 
encouraging:

Grace and peace be multiplied 
to you in the knowledge of 
God and of Jesus our Lord, as 
His divine power has given 
to us all things that pertain 

The Biblical 
Blueprint

By Joe Lombardi
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to life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of Him who 
called us by glory and virtue, 
by which have been given to us 
exceedingly great and precious 
promises, that through these 
you may be partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption that is in the 
world through lust (2 Pet 1:2-3).

Here is some really good news: 
God has already made generous 
provision for everything we need 
for life and godliness.

We have everything we need for 
spiritual vitality and personal piety.

We have everything we need 
to live for Him and to behave like 
Him.

These provisions are readily 
available to us from Him, through 
our knowledge of Him.

In other words, the more we 
know about Who He is and what 
He does, the more Divine power 
we have at our disposal to build 
the super-structure of Christ-like 
character into our lives. 

Knowledge Is Power
Why is this truth so important? 

Have you ever heard the saying 
that “knowledge is power?”

You know, there is a sense in 
which that is true—at least in the 
spiritual realm of life. For you see, 
when it comes to your knowledge 
of Jesus Christ, the greater your 

spiritual enlightenment, the greater 
your spiritual enablement.

Your knowledge of Him is the 
source of your Divine power from 
Him. A power upon which you 
must depend if you are going to 
build the kind of life that will 
bring glory to Him along with an 
abundant and extravagant reward 
for you.

Furthermore, the text informs us 
that we not only have the Divine 
resource of the personal power 
of His incarnated Word, but we 
also have the Divine resources of 
the “exceeding great and precious 
promises.”

The Greek term that is translated 
“precious” (timia) is one of Peter’s 

12
3R
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favorite words. In fact, he often 
used it in his letters with reference 
to Jesus Christ—the incarnated 
Word of God (1 Pet 2:4, 7). In the 
incarnated Word of God we find a 
precious Person. Then, in 2 Pet 1:4, 
Peter adds that in the written 
Word of God we also find precious 
promises. For example, we have the 
precious promise that we can share 
in His excellence in this life—here 
and now. “…That through these 
you may be partakers of the divine 
nature” (2 Pet 1:4b). 

What does it mean to “be par-
takers of the divine nature?” We 
partake of the divine nature in that 
when we are saved by the Son of 
God, we are immediately sealed by 
the Spirit of God. He dwells within 
us (cf. John 14:16; 1 Cor 6:19).

It is His filling that enables us to 
“escape the corruption that is in 
this world through lust” (2 Pet 1:4).

So, yes, we have this precious 
promise that we can share in 
His excellence in this life. Fur-
thermore, we have the precious 
promise that we will share in His 
excellence in the life to come. 
“Nevertheless we, according to His 
promise, look for new heavens and 
a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells” (2 Pet 3:13).

Talk about a precious promise!
So, when it comes to the super-

structure of Christian character 
that you and I must build, in order 
to be used by God and thus receive 
a rich reward, we have the heav-
enly resources of His Divine power 
and His precious promises at our 
disposal. 

How to Build
This leads us to consider the 

human process that we must all be 
diligent in.

“But also, for this very reason, 
giving all diligence, add to your 
faith…” (2 Pet 1:5).

In this verse Peter tells us first 
how to build. We need to work at 
it!

You see, in order for this build-
ing program to be successfully 
completed, it will require every 
ounce of energy you can muster. 
This project demands diligence, 
and patience, and perseverance, 
and endurance.

The verb in the phrase “add to 
your faith” (epichore„ge„sate) in 

verse 5 is in the imperative mood 
not the indicative mood. In other 
words, this statement is not an 
elective. It is not optional. On the 
contrary: it is essential if we are 
to please the Lord and win His 
approval. We cannot afford to be 
casual or lackadaisical about our 
Christian life. But, rather, we must 
be intentional in our work.

Our Building Materials
Now, having instructed us on 

how to build—by making every 
effort to add to our faith—Peter 
then proceeds to inform us as to 
what we will need to use to build 
this superstructure of Christ-like 
character.

The Biblical blueprint specifies 
seven special building blocks—
virtue, knowledge, self-control, 
perseverance, godliness, brotherly 
kindness, and love.

In later articles, I hope to treat 
these in detail. In this article, I only 
want to make a general observation 
or two. 

First, if this house that we are to 
build is going to stand, then it must 
be built on the foundation of faith 
in Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul 
said it like this in 1 Cor 3:11, “For 
no one can lay a foundation other 
than the one already laid, which is 
Jesus Christ” (NIV). So, you must 
be able to say, in the words of an 
old gospel song, “On Christ the 
solid rock I stand, all other ground 
is sinking sand.”

If you try to build any one or 
more of these traits into your life, 
apart from a personal faith in Jesus 
Christ, it just won’t work, and what 
you build will not last.

However, once you have a foun-
dation of faith resting on the solid 
footing of Jesus Christ, then you 
can and must think about fram-
ing the rest of the super-structure 
of Christ-like character, beginning 
with the flooring of virtue (or, 
moral excellence) and capping it off 
with the roofing of love.

These are the building blocks 
that are to be used in the framing 
and fashioning of Christians in and 
under construction. They describe 
the very nature and character of 
Jesus Himself.

According to 2 Pet 1:8, these 
qualities must be ever increasing, 
because this kind of steady growth 
is what keeps you from becoming 
useless and fruitless. And that’s 
important, because on that day 
when at last you stand before the 
Judgment Seat of Christ, the degree 

“We cannot afford 
to be casual or 

lackadaisical about 
our Christian life. 

But, rather, we must 
be intentional in our 

work.”
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to which you are rewarded will be 
determined by your usefulness and 
fruitfulness in this life.

Don’t Be Shortsighted
Peter warns in verse 9, “For he 

who lacks these things is short-
sighted, even to blindness.”

The Greek word that is trans-
lated “shortsighted” is myo„pazo„n, 
from which we derive our Eng-
lish word “myopia,” which is 
defined as short-sightedness or 
near-sightedness. 

Now, if a person is near-sighted, 
then it means that his close vision 
is normal, but his distant vision is 
blurred. Therefore, to be spiritually 
myopic is to be short-sighted. It is 
to be so focused on the temporal 
that we lose sight of the eternal. It 
is to be so engrossed in the here 
and now, that the then and there 
becomes rather fuzzy and hazy. 
And so it is to fail to live in the 
words of another old gospel song, 
with “eternity’s values in view.” 

The word myo„pazo„n was also 
used, by the way, to refer to the 
blinking or shutting of the eyes.

Peter seems to imply that that is 
what some of us intentionally do. 
We willfully shut our eyes to the 
truth that we no longer belong to 
ourselves and we must not live just 
for ourselves because we have been 
bought at a price. And so, in that 
sense we become blind to the fact 
that we are to live for the glory of 
God (1 Cor 6:19-20) and should 
make it our goal to please Him 
(2 Cor 5:9). If I may paraphrase 
the saying—we become so earthly-
minded that we are of no heavenly 
good.

And you had better believe that 
kind of living will have a bearing 
on one’s future reward. 

For you see, there is coming a 
day when every Christian will have 
his life work open for inspection. 
For the Apostle Paul reminds us 
all in Rom 14:10 and 12, “For we 
shall all stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ” and “each of us shall 
give an account of himself to God.” 

Peter is also thinking of the 
Judgment Seat of Christ when he 
adds, “Therefore, brethren, be even 
more diligent to make your call 
and election sure” (2 Pet 1:10).

Now, please do not misunder-
stand: Peter did not mean to imply 

that some of those to whom he 
wrote might not have been saved. 
They were indeed saved. In fact, 
he said in verse 1 of chapter 1, that 
they had indeed “obtained a like 
precious faith” Then he reminded 
them in verse 9 that they had 
indeed been “cleansed from old 
sins.”

He was not calling their justifica-
tion into question. But he did want 
them to verify it.

That’s what the verb “make sure” 
in verse 10 literally means. He 
wanted them to “confirm” their 
salvation.1

But that begs the question, to 
verify it for whom? For themselves? 
No. He wanted them to verify it for 
others. As Peter said, “Live such 

good lives among the pagans that, 
though they accuse you of doing 
wrong, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day 
he visits us” (1 Pet 2:12 NIV).

You see, there is a sense in which 
our lives are open for inspection 
here and now by the world. And, 
believe me, there is nothing they 
would love more than to see you 
and me trip up spiritually and 
fall down morally. But we won’t, 
so long as these qualities are ours 
and are increasing. For the Apostle 
Peter adds in verse 10, “For if you 
do these things you will never 
stumble” (NIV). If you make the 
time and take the time to become 
more and more like Christ, then 
you won’t even wobble, let alone 
stumble.

However, if you don’t do these 
things, you may very well stumble. 
You may indeed trip up spiritually 
and fall down morally. And when 
that happens, what do those in the 
world think? They cannot help but 
wonder, “What kind of a Christian 
is this?”

There is a sense in which our 
lives are open for inspection by 
the world in the here and now. But 
there is also a sense in which our 
lives will be open for inspection 
by the Lord in the then and there, 
when we stand at last before the 
Judgment Seat of Christ. If you and 
I have built upon the foundation of 
our faith so that we will be effective 
and productive in our work for the 
Savior, then, as Peter concludes in 
verse 11, “an entrance will be sup-
plied to you abundantly into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.”

The words “for so an entrance 
will be supplied to you abun-
dantly” in the NKJV are translated 
“you will receive a rich welcome” 

“To be spiritually 
myopic is to be short-

sighted. It is to be 
so focused on the 

temporal, that we lose 
sight of the eternal.” 



in the NIV.  Peter used the same 
word, epichore„geo„, that we 
found earlier in the command 
to “add to your faith” (2 Pet 
1:5 NIV). However, this time 
it is in the passive voice. A rich 
entrance will be supplied or 
added by God for the believer 
who added to his faith the char-
acter qualities Peter outlines. 
What he is suggesting is that if 
you are lavish in how you build 
your life for Him, then He will 
be extravagant in the reward He 
gives to you. 

Homecoming
My Dad went home to be 

with Jesus on March 24, 2013. 
He was 86 years old.

Shortly before the second 
anniversary of his “gradua-
tion to glory,” I called my mom 
and reminisced a bit. It took 
her by surprise when I steered 
our conversation to “the house 
that Pat built” during their first 
year of marriage. She could not 
believe that I even remembered 
it. I was still pretty much a tod-
dler when we moved a couple 
of years later about fifteen miles 
away to North Plainfield, NJ, 
where I eventually graduated 
from high school.

We talked about the profes-
sional—almost phenomenal—
quality of my dad’s work. He 
took it seriously, just as he did 
his faith in Christ.

He was not at all ineffective 
or unproductive as a Christian 
man, husband, father, business 
man, and church worker. He 
stuck to the Divine blueprint, 
and relied on Divine power as 
he built upon the foundation of 
his faith in Jesus Christ.

When he is summoned to 
the Bema, and his life work will 
be tested, I suspect that he will 
bask in the applause of cruci-
fied hands, and revel in a lavish 
reward accompanied by the 
divine accolade, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant.” And 
I will cheer for him.

Joe Lombardi is a pastor without 
charge in Lincoln, NE.

1 Editor’s note: Another option is 
that “make your call and election sure” 
concerns not showing others that 
you are born again, but confirming 
to yourself and others that you will 
be chosen to rule with Christ and to 
have the abundant entrance reserved 
for believers who overcome. In his 
commentary on 2 Peter Zane Hodges 
says, “Peter wishes his readership to 
produce in their lifestyle appropriate 
verification that they are “royal” people, 
destined for high honor in the coming 
kingdom of God…They shall prove 
themselves ‘chosen’ for divine reward” 
(Second Peter: Shunning Error in Light 
of the Savior’s Return, p. 31). 

CAN YOUR 
CHURCH HOST 
A REGIONAL 

GRACE 
CONFERENCE?

IN A CULTURE dominated 
by the message of salvation 
by works, people are 
hungry for God’s Free 
Grace. They want to learn 
about the promise of eternal 
life and eternal rewards.

Other Free Grace 
believers feel burned 
out. Many people don't 
have a grace church near 
them. They need the 
encouragement of meeting 
like-minded believers.

Many people find 
encouragment by attending 
GES’s national conference. 
But not everyone can afford 
to go. What can be done?

Please consider hosting 
a weekend regional 
conference in your local 
church. A GES speaker 
could fly in, and in 
cooperation with church 
leaders, teach a Saturday to 
Sunday seminar on grace-
related topics. It would not 
only build up your local 
body, but draw in believers 
from around your region.

 
For more information please 

email bethany@faithalone.org
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By Bob Wilkin

Pastor Geoff Stevens of Wilderness Baptist 
Church has been asking us to come to his 
beautiful state for over a year. He thought 
we’d have a great conference that 
would appeal to lots of people. 

He was right. Wyoming is a great 
place for a summer regional.

Dubois (pronounced Doo Boys) 
is the most remote city in the 
lower 48 states. That means it is 
further from an interstate than 
any other city. 

Fifty people came to this con-
ference from all over the U.S.: 
California, Washington, Idaho, 
Colorado, Virginia, Texas, South 
Carolina, North Carolina, Minne-
sota, and Wyoming. 

There were sixteen plenary messages and 
fifteen breakout messages. We plan to put the entire 
conference on You Tube and on our website. We also 
hope to have an mp3 available for purchase. 

I gave messages on how the following passages 
contradict Calvinism: the Promise of Eternal Life 
(John 3:16), the Parable of the Four Soils (Luke 8:4-18), 
the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev 20:11-15), and 
Israel’s rejection of Jesus (Matt 23:37-39).

Ken Yates gave messages entitled, “Cornelius Dis-
proves Calvinism,” “What Is Sandamanianism and 
Why Don’t Calvinists Like It?,” “Limited Atonement 

Is Just Plain Wrong,” “Perseverance Is Commanded, 
But Not Guaranteed,” and “Is Election to Eternal Life 
or to Service?”

There were outstanding messages by Steve Lewis, 
John Niemelä, Tony Badger, Geoff Stevens, Dan 
Hauge, and Rice Hall. 

In addition to having four sessions together 
each morning and evening, we also 

enjoyed Yellowstone, hiking, fly fish-
ing (Ken and I caught very tiny 

fish), viewing Petroglyphs, and 
watching Greg Beecham, a world-
renowned wildlife painter, paint 
a fantastic mountain lion. 

We plan to have this confer-
ence again next year, July 17-22, 

2016. The theme has already 
been selected: “How to Interpret 

God’s Word: The Science and Art of 
Hermeneutics.”

Here are some of the comments from the 
conferees:

“Outstanding messages.”
“Loved the fellowship.”
“Great facility.”
“Loved that baby-sitting was available.”
“Practical messages (esp. Hauge, Yates).”
“Loved extra activities outside church.”
“Great location.”

Bob Wilkin is Executive Director of Grace Evangelical Society 
and a world-class fisherman.

Wyoming Regional 
Conference

Dubois, Wyoming, July 19-24



Are you uncertain of 
your soul’s salvation? 

Then just take God at His 
Word and say, “Thank 

You, Lord, for giving me 
everlasting life through 
your Son. I take your 

bona fide offer that ‘who-
soever believeth in him 
should not perish, but 
have everlasting life’ 

(John 3:16).”

~Don Gossett

E. W. Kenyon and Don Gossett, 
Speak Life: Words That Work Wonders 

(New Kensington, PA: Whitacker House, 59

Quotable
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One result of 
compromising 
with our 

evolutionary culture 
is the view of creation 
called the “day-age” 

theory or “progressive 
creation.” This view, 
while not a new one, 
has received wide 
publicity in the past 
several years.

What’s Wrong 
with Progressive 
Creation?*

By Ken Ham and 
Terry Mortenson
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Much of this publicity is due 
to the publications and lectures 
of astronomer Dr. Hugh Ross 
— probably the world’s leading 
progressive creationist. Dr. Ross’s 
views on how to interpret the Book 
of Genesis won early endorsements 
from many well-known Christian 
leaders, churches, seminaries, and 
Christian colleges. The teachings of 
Dr. Ross seemingly allowed Chris-
tians to use the term “creation-
ist” but still gave them supposed 
academic respectability in the eyes 
of the world by rejecting six literal 
days of creation and maintain-
ing billions of years. However, 
after his views became more 
fully understood, many who had 
previously embraced progressive 
creation realized how bankrupt 
those views are and removed their 
endorsement.

In this chapter (ch. 12, The New 
Answers Book 2, Master Books, 
2008), some of the teachings of 
progressive creation will be exam-
ined in light of Scripture and good 
science.1

In Summary, 
Progressive 
Creation Teaches:

• The big-bang origin of the 
universe occurred about 
13–15 billion years ago.

• The days of creation were 
overlapping periods of mil-
lions and billions of years.

• Over millions of years, God 
created new species as others 
kept going extinct.

• The record of nature is just as 
reliable as the Word of God.

• Death, bloodshed, and 
disease existed before Adam 
and Eve.

• Manlike creatures that 
looked and behaved much 

like us (and painted on cave 
walls) existed before Adam 
and Eve but did not have a 
spirit that was made in the 
image of God, and thus had 
no hope of salvation.

• The Genesis Flood was a 
local event.

The Big Bang Origin 
of the Universe

Progressive creation teaches that 
the modern big-bang theory of 
the origin of the universe is true 
and has been proven by scientific 
inquiry and observation. For Hugh 
Ross and others like him, big-bang 

cosmology becomes the basis by 
which the Bible is interpreted. This 
includes belief that the universe 
and the earth are billions of years 
old. Dr. Ross even goes so far as to 
state that life would not be possible 
on earth without billions of years 
of earth history:

It only works in a cosmos of a 
hundred-billion trillion stars 
that’s precisely sixteen-billion-
years old. This is the narrow 
window of time in which life is 
possible.2

Life is only possible when the 
universe is between 12 and 17 
billion years.3

This, of course, ignores the fact 
that God is omnipotent—He could 
make a fully functional uni-
verse ready for life right from the 

beginning, for with God nothing is 
impossible (Matt 19:26).4

The Days of Creation 
in Genesis 1

Progressive creationists claim 
that the days of creation in Genesis 
1 represent long periods of time. In 
fact, Dr. Ross believes day 3 of cre-
ation week lasted more than 3 bil-
lion years!5 This assertion is made 
in order to allow for the billions 
of years that evolutionists claim 
are represented in the rock layers 
of earth. This position, however, 
has problems, both biblically and 
scientifically.

The text of Genesis 1 clearly 
states that God supernaturally 
created all that is in six actual days. 
If we are prepared to let the words 
of the text speak to us in accord 
with the context and their normal 
definitions, without influence 
from outside ideas, then the word 
for “day” in Genesis 1 obviously 
means an ordinary day of about 24 
hours. It is qualified by a number, 
the phrase “evening and morning,” 
and for day 1, the words “light and 
darkness.”6

Dr. James Barr, Regius Professor 
of Hebrew at Oxford University, 
who himself does not believe Gen-
esis is true history, admitted the 
following, as far as the language of 
Genesis 1 is concerned:

So far as I know, there is no 
professor of Hebrew or Old 
Testament at any world-class 
university who does not believe 
that the writer(s) of Gen 
1–11 intended to convey to 
their readers the ideas that (a) 
creation took place in a series 
of six days which were the 
same as the days of 24 hours 
we now experience, (b) the 
figures contained in the Genesis 
genealogies provided by simple 

“The text of Genesis 
1 clearly states that 
God supernaturally 
created all that is in 

six actual days.” 
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addition a chronology from 
the beginning of the world up 
to later stages in the biblical 
story, (c) Noah’s Flood was 
understood to be world-wide 
and extinguish all human and 
animal life except for those in 
the ark.7

Besides the textual problems, 
progressive creationists have 
scientific dilemmas as well. They 
accept modern scientific measure-
ments for the age of the earth, even 
though these measurements are 
based on evolutionary, atheistic 
assumptions. Dr. Ross often speaks 
of the “facts of nature” and the 
“facts of science” when referring to 
the big bang and billions of years. 
This demonstrates his fundamental 
misunderstanding of evidence. The 
scientific “facts” that evolutionists 
claim as proof of millions of years 
are really interpretations of selected 
observations that have been made 
with antibiblical and usually 

atheistic, philosophical assump-
tions. We all have the same facts: 
the same living creatures, the same 
DNA molecules, the same fossils, 
the same rock layers, the same 
Grand Canyon, the same moon, 
the same planets, the same star-
light from distant stars and galax-
ies, etc. These are the facts; how old 
they are and how they formed are 
the interpretations of the facts. And 
what one believes about history 
will affect how one interprets these 
facts. History is littered with so-
called “scientific facts” that suppos-
edly had proven the Bible wrong, 
but which were shown years or 
decades later to be not facts but 
erroneously interpreted observa-
tions because of the antibiblical 
assumptions used.8

The Order of Creation
As their name indicates, progres-

sive creationists believe that God 

progressively created species on 
earth over billions of years, with 
new species replacing extinct ones, 
starting with simple organisms 
and culminating in the creation 
of Adam and Eve. They accept the 
evolutionary order for the develop-
ment of life on earth, even though 
this contradicts the order given 
in the Genesis account of cre-
ation.9 Evolutionary theory holds 
that the first life forms were marine 
organisms, while the Bible says that 
God created land plants first. Rep-
tiles are supposed to have predated 
birds, while Genesis says that birds 
came first. Evolutionists believe 
that land mammals came before 
whales, while the Bible teaches that 
God created whales first.

Dr. Davis Young, emeritus 
geology professor at Calvin Col-
lege, recognized this dilemma and 
abandoned the “day-age” theory. 
Here is part of his explanation as to 
why he discarded it:



The biblical text, for example, 
has vegetation appearing on the 
third day and animals on the 
fifth day. Geology, however, had 
long realized that invertebrate 
animals were swarming in the 
seas long before vegetation 
gained a foothold on the land…
Worse yet, the text states that on 
the fourth day God made the 
heavenly bodies after the earth 
was already in existence. Here 
is a blatant confrontation with 
science. Astronomy insists that 
the sun is older than the earth.10

The Sixty-Seventh 
Book of the Bible

Dr. Ross has stated that he 
believes nature to be “just as per-
fect” as the Bible. Here is the full 
quote:

Not everyone has been exposed 
to the sixty-six books of the 
Bible, but everyone on planet 
Earth has been exposed to the 
sixty seventh book—the book 
that God has written upon the 
heavens for everyone to read.

And the Bible tells us it’s 
impossible for God to lie, so 
the record of nature must be 
just as perfect, and reliable 
and truthful as the sixty-six 
books of the Bible that is part 
of the Word of God…And so 
when astronomers tell us [their 
attempts to measure distance 
in space]…it’s part of the truth 
that God has revealed to us. It 
actually encompasses part of the 
Word of God. 

Dr. Ross is right that God 
cannot lie, and God tells us 
in Rom 8:22 that “the whole 
creation groans and labors with 
birth pangs” because of sin. 
And not only was the universe 
cursed, but man himself has been 
affected by the Fall. So how can 
sinful, fallible human beings in a 

sin-cursed universe say that their 
interpretation of the evidence is as 
perfect as God’s written revelation? 
Scientific assertions must use fal-
lible assumptions and fallen rea-
soning—how can this be the Word 
of God?

The respected systematic theolo-
gian Louis Berkhof said:

Since the entrance of sin into 
the world, man can gather true 
knowledge about God from 
His general revelation only 
if he studies it in the light of 
Scripture, in which the elements 
of God’s original self-revelation, 
which were obscured and 
perverted by the blight of sin, 
are republished, corrected, 
and interpreted. . . . Some are 
inclined to speak of God’s 
general revelation as a second 
source; but this is hardly correct 
in view of the fact that nature 
can come into consideration 
here only as interpreted in the 
light of Scripture.11

In other words, Christians 
should build their thinking on the 
Bible, not on fallible interpreta-
tions of scientific observations 
about the past.

Death and Disease 
before Adam

Progressive creationists believe 
the fossil record was formed from 
the millions of animals that lived 
and died before Adam and Eve 
were created. They accept the idea 
that there was death, bloodshed, 
and disease (including cancer) 
before sin, which goes directly 
against the teaching of the Bible 
and dishonors the character of 
God.

God created a perfect world 
at the beginning. When He was 
finished, God stated that His 
creation was “very good.” The Bible 
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makes it clear that man and all the 
animals were vegetarians before 
the Fall (Gen 1:29-30). Plants were 
given to them for food (plants do 
not have a nephesh [life spirit] 
as man and animals do and thus 
eating them would not constitute 
“death” in the biblical sense12).

Concerning the entrance of sin 
into the world, Dr. Ross writes, 
“The groaning of creation in 
anticipation of release from sin 
has lasted fifteen billion years and 
affected a hundred billion trillion 
stars.”13

However, the Bible teaches some-
thing quite different. In the con-
text of human death, the apostle 
Paul states, “Through one man 
sin entered the world, and death 
through sin” (Rom 5:12). It is clear 
that there was no sin in the world 
before Adam sinned, and thus no 
death.

God killed the first animal in the 
Garden and shed blood because of 
sin. If there were death, bloodshed, 
disease, and suffering before sin, 
then the basis for the atonement 
is destroyed. Christ suffered death 
because death was the penalty for 
sin. There will be no death or suf-
fering in the perfect “restoration”—
so why can’t we accept the same 
in a perfect (“very good”) creation 
before sin?

God must be quite incompetent 
and cruel to make things in the 
way that evolutionists imagine the 
universe and earth to have evolved, 
as most creatures that ever existed 
died cruel deaths. Progressive cre-
ation denigrates the wisdom and 
goodness of God by suggesting that 
this was God’s method of creation. 
This view attacks His truthfulness 
as well. If God really created over 
the course of billions of years, then 
He has misled most believers for 

4,000 years into believing that He 
did it in six days.14

Spiritless Hominids 
before Adam

Since evolutionary radiometric 
dating methods have dated certain 
humanlike fossils as older than 
Ross’s date for modern humans 
(approx. 40,000 years), he and 
other progressive creationists insist 
that these are fossils of pre-Adamic 
creatures that had no spirit, and 
thus no salvation.

Dr. Ross accepts and defends 
these evolutionary dating methods, 
so he must redefine all evidence of 
humans (descendants of Noah) if 

they are given evolutionary dates 
of more than about 40,000 years 
(e.g., the Neanderthal cave sites) 
as related to spiritless “hominids,” 
which the Bible does not mention. 
However, these same methods have 
been used to “date” the Australian 
Aborigines back at least 60,000 
years (some have claimed much 
older) and fossils of “anatomically 
modern humans” to over 100,000 
years.15 By Ross’s reasoning, none 
of these (including the Australian 
Aborigines) could be descendants 
of Adam and Eve. However, Acts 
17:26 says, “And He has made from 
one blood every nation of men to 

dwell on all the face of the earth, 
and has determined their pre-
appointed times and the boundar-
ies of their dwellings” (NKJV). All 
people on earth are descendants of 
Adam.

In addition, the fossil record 
cannot, by its very nature, con-
clusively reveal if a creature had a 
spirit or not, since spirits are not 
fossilized. But there is clear evi-
dence that creatures, which Ross 
(following the evolutionists) places 
before Adam, had art and clever 
technology and that they buried 
their dead in a way that many of 
Adam’s descendants have.16 There-
fore, we have strong reason to 
believe that they were fully human 
and actually descendants of Adam, 
and that they lived only a few thou-
sand years ago.

The Genesis Flood
One important tenet of progres-

sive creation is that the Flood of 
Noah’s day was a local flood, lim-
ited to the Mesopotamian region. 
Progressive creationists believe that 
the rock layers and fossils found 
around the world are the result of 
billions of years of evolutionary 
earth history, rather than from the 
biblical Flood.

Dr. Ross often says that he 
believes in a “universal” or “world-
wide” flood, but in reality he does 
not believe that the Flood covered 
the whole earth. He argues that the 
text of Genesis 7 doesn’t really say 
that the Flood covered the whole 
earth. But read it for yourself:

19 They [the flood waters] rose 
greatly on the earth, and all the 
high mountains under 
the entire heavens were covered.

21 Every living thing that moved 
on the earth perished—birds, 
livestock, wild animals, all the 

“If there were death, 
bloodshed, disease, 
and suffering before 
sin, then the basis 
for the atonement 

is destroyed.”
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creatures that swarm over the 
earth, and all mankind.

22 Everything on dry land 
that had the breath of life in its 
nostrils died.

23 Every living thing on the face 
of the earth was wiped out; men 
and animals and the creatures 
that move along the ground and 
the birds of the air were wiped 
from the earth. Only Noah was 
left, and those with him in the 
ark.

Also, many questions remain for 
those who teach that the Genesis 
flood was only local:

• If the Flood was local, why 
did Noah have to build an 
ark? He could have walked to 
the other side of the moun-
tains and missed it.

• If the Flood was local, why 
did God send the animals 
to the ark so they could 
escape death? There would 
have been other animals to 
reproduce that kind if these 
particular ones had died.

• If the Flood was local, why 
was the ark big enough to 
hold all the different kinds of 
vertebrate land animals? If 
only Mesopotamian animals 
were aboard, the ark could 
have been much smaller.17

• If the Flood was local, why 
would birds have been sent 
on board? These could 
simply have winged across to 
a nearby mountain range.

• If the Flood was local, how 
could the waters rise to 15 
cubits (8 meters) above the 
mountains (Gen 7:20)? Water 
seeks its own level. It couldn’t 
rise to cover the local moun-
tains while leaving the rest of 
the world untouched.

• If the Flood was local, people 
who did not happen to be 
living in the vicinity would 
not be affected by it. They 
would have escaped God’s 
judgment on sin. If this had 
happened, what did Christ 
mean when He likened the 
coming judgment of all men 
to the judgment of “all” 
men in the days of Noah 
(Matt 24:37–39)? A partial 
judgment in Noah’s day 
means a partial judgment to 
come.

• If the Flood was local, God 
would have repeatedly 
broken His promise never to 
send such a flood again.

Conclusion
It is true that whether one 

believes in six literal days does not 
ultimately affect one’s salvation, if 
one is truly born again. However, 
we need to stand back and look at 
the “big picture.” In many nations, 
the Word of God was once widely 
respected and taken seriously. But 
once the door of compromise is 
unlocked and Christian leaders 
concede that we shouldn’t take the 
Bible as written in Genesis, why 
should the world take heed of it 
in any area? Because the Church 
has told the world that one can 
use man’s interpretation of the 
world (such as billions of years) to 
reinterpret the Bible, it is seen as 
an outdated, scientifically incorrect 
“holy book,” not intended to be 
taken seriously.

As each subsequent generation 
has pushed this door of compro-
mise open farther and farther, 
increasingly they are not accepting 
the morality or salvation of the 
Bible either. After all, if the history 
in Genesis is not correct as written, 

how can one be sure the rest can 
be taken as written? Jesus said, 
“If I have told you earthly things 
and you do not believe, how will 
you believe if I tell you heavenly 
things?” (John 3:12; NKJV).

It would not be exaggerating to 
claim that the majority of Chris-
tian leaders and laypeople within 
the church today do not believe 
in six literal days. Sadly, being 
influenced by the world has led to 
the Church no longer powerfully 
influencing the world.

The “war of the worldviews” is 
not ultimately one of young earth 
versus old earth, or billions of 
years versus six days, or creation 
versus evolution—the real battle is 
the authority of the Word of God 
versus man’s fallible theories.

Belief in a historical Genesis is 
important because progressive 
creation and its belief in millions 
of years (1) contradicts the clear 
teaching of Scripture, (2) assaults 
the character of God, (3) severely 
damages and distorts the Bible’s 
teaching on death, and (4) under-
mines the gospel by undermin-
ing the clear teaching of Genesis, 
which gives the whole basis for 
Christ’s atonement and our need 
for a Redeemer. So ultimately, the 
issue of a literal Genesis is about 
the authority of the Word of God 
versus the authority of the words of 
sinful men.

Why do Christians believe in 
the bodily resurrection of Jesus 
Christ? Because of the words 
of Scripture (“according to the 
Scriptures”).

And why should Christians 
believe in six literal days of cre-
ation? Because of the words of 
Scripture (“In six days the Lord 
made…”).



The real issue is one of author-
ity—let us unashamedly stand 
upon God’s Word as our sole 
authority!

Ken Ham is the president, CEO, and 
founder of Answers in Genesis. Terry 
Mortenson is a Lecturer/Researcher for 
Answers in Genesis.
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By Bill Fiess

While everlasting life is a free gift received by faith alone in 
Christ alone, that does not mean believing that message is 
easy.

On the contrary, coming to faith is often a struggle. In fact, the New 
Testament often describes faith in terms of a fight.

The verb agonizomai, from which we get the idea of agonizing, and 
the cognate noun ago„n, from which we get the idea of agony, appears 
fourteen times in the NT, most famously as commands to believers 
to fight the good fight (1 Tim 6:12; 2 Tim 4:8)—where both the noun 
and verb are used in the same verse in each case. 

In 1 Cor 9:25 Paul uses a participle to speak of “everyone who 
competes.” Believers are to compete “for an imperishable crown” 
which is ruling with Christ in His kingdom. See also Col 1:29; 2:1; 
4:12; 1 Thess 2:2; Heb 12:1.

Perseverance and victory in the Christian life are not automatic. 
Effort is needed. We must fight against the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. 

Those words are also used of Jesus’ suffering in the Garden of 
Gethsemane (“being in agony,” Luke 22:44). 

There is also one use of agonizomai directed to unbelievers: 
“Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, 
will seek to enter and will not be able” (Luke 13:24). Most of the 
Jewish listeners were trapped in a legalistic tradition that taught 
works salvation. For them to come to faith in Christ might well 
involve striving, struggling, and fighting against their precon-
ceived notions and traditions.

Likewise, many today find it difficult to believe in the 
freeness of God’s grace because it just doesn’t seem hard 
enough. The promise of life seems too easy. That is why 
people come up with pejorative labels like easy believism 
and cheap grace.

So faith can be a fight for both unbelievers and 
believers.

Unbelievers should fight until they hear and believe 
the only message that will save, the message of John 
3:16.

Believers should fight each day to do their best for 
Christ so that one day soon He will grant us authority 
to rule with Him and thereby glorify Him more fully.

So whoever you are, fight! 

Bill Fiess teaches math in Virginia.

The Fight of Faith
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Judas & 
Matthias
(Acts 1:15-26)

by Zane C. Hodges
Reminder That Jesus’ Betrayal 
Was Prophesied (Acts 1:15-20)

1:15-17. Prayer results in an understanding of God’s 
will because it leads to an understanding of God’s 
Word. It is not a fuzzy or unexplainable feeling that 
results in the comprehension of God’s mind. Rather, 
the Spirit illuminates the mind of Peter as to the Word 
of God concerning Judas (vv 16 and 20). 

In particular, Peter’s mind is turned to the Psalms. 
Verse 20 combines two references from the Old Testa-
ment (Pss 69:25 and 109:8). The latter verse comes into 
Peter’s quotation exactly as it is in the Old Testament, 
but the quotation from Psalm 69 changes the plural 
reference of “their habitation” to “his habitation,” and 
the words “in their tents” become simply “in it.” The 
word epaulis (= “farm,” “homestead,” “residence”) is 
the LXX rendering of the Hebrew mirah ( = encamp-
ment, BDB p. 377b) which in a poetical sense refers to 
a habitation and is a poetic equivalent of epaulis.

Psalm 69:20-21 are clearly the pre-recorded words 
of our Lord, so verses 22-25 refer to His enemies. But 
if they refer to His enemies, then surely Judas, who 
guided them to Jesus (Acts 1:16), is included. Thus the 
Psalm rightly may be applied to him. 

Psalm 109:1-5 prefigures the exercises of the Lord’s 
heart. Verse 4 virtually places us in the garden of 
Gethsemane as, with the adversaries on their way 
there and our Lord conscious of His love for sinful 
man, He gives Himself to prayer.

Note in Ps 109:4 that the word yismenuni (= 
“they are adversaries to me”) is a cognate of saman, 
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meaning adversary or Satan (BDB p. 966 c). 
It is deeply appropriate to that garden scene, 
for Satan had entered into Judas. Verse 5 is 
especially true of Judas and so suddenly the 
singular begins to prevail from verses 6-8 and 
following. All of the enemies are now seen, so 
to speak, personified in Judas. 

Perhaps Peter was thinking of Judas’s field 
and the Spirit led his mind to Ps 69:25. A 
fulfillment of this could be clearly seen in that 
desolate field which became a graveyard (cf. 
Matt 27:7). It followed from this that if such a 
prediction had to be fulfilled (edei plerothe-
nai), then of course Ps 109:8 likewise had to be 
(dei, Acts 1:21). Thus the will of God was clear.

It would seem that Peter remembered these 
two verses as though they were but a single 
Scripture (te„n graphe„n taute„n, Acts 1:16) as 
indeed on a spiritual plane, in reference to 
Judas, they are.

Moreover, he may not have been aware of his 
verbal variation from Ps 69:25. Peter remem-
bered the Scriptures this way because in this 
way the Spirit desired them to be remembered. 
Thus we see the work of the Spirit in guiding 
us through the Word. He not only brings to 
remembrance (cf. John 14:26) but He inter-
prets and guides into truth (cf. John 14:13). The 
passage from Ps 69:25 comes to Peter’s mind 
interpretatively; Ps 109:8 comes to his mind 
exactly; and both come to his mind connec-
tively. Thus he remembers and understands at 
one instant. 

So the Spirit of God is ever in our hearts as 
a reminder and an interpreter of God’s Word 
that we might know God’s will. But we must 
be acquainted with Scripture to benefit from 
such divine leading (Ps 119:11). 

 1:18-19. These verses are an explanatory 
parenthesis by Luke. The purchase of the 
field (ekte„sato) may actually have been in 
Judas’s name. But whether or not this was 
so, that is what he “got” (ktaomai) with the 
blood money. The field seems to have been 
named both with a view to his bloody death 
and also because it was obtained with blood 
money (Matt 27:6-8). The priests, acting with 
the false scruples noted in Matt 27:6-7, may 
have regarded the money as belonging still to 
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Judas, hence the field as his. Acts 
does not state that Judas’s death 
was in his field, but only that the 
field received its name from his 
death. Of course, Matt 27:5 may 
telescope events that were stretched 
out. Perhaps Judas lived to see the 
field become his and went there 
to commit suicide. The “falling 
headlong” probably refers to the 
rope breaking under the weight of 
his body. 

Whereas such a field might have 
been a homestead (epaulis), its 
reputation guaranteed it not being 
so used. No Jew would want to be 
buried there. Only foreigners were 
interred in it. Thus the field was 
marked by desolation. The field 
became a picture of Judas’s life 
and death. Whereas that life might 
have been a fruitful “field” for God 
and the blessing of souls—whereas 
it might have furnished many with 
everlasting habitations—it actu-
ally came to speak only of a ruin in 
which no man desired to share in 
death. 

Judas might have been in the 
upper room, awaiting the prom-
ised coming of the Spirit, instead 
he was in the lowest hell (“his own 
place,” ton topon ton idion v 25). 
The poreuthe„nai expresses the 
longest moral journey downward 
in human history from the highest 
possible privilege—apostleship—to 
the greatest possible ignominy 
and woe. Better he had never been 
born. 

As he had no pity or love—no 
bowels of kindness—in life toward 
the Lord (until too late), so God’s 
judgment is that he have no pity 
in death. His greatest sin was an 
unfeeling rejection of the Sav-
ior’s love (Ps 107:4-5). His kiss of 
betrayal was without compassion. 

Two Candidates 
Chosen Based 
on Qualifications 
(Acts 1:21-26)

1:21-23. Acting on this insight 
from the Scriptures, men with 
the needed qualification for the 
Apostleship are now singled out. It 
must be noted here that the term 
martyra (v 22) is a virtual equiva-
lent of “apostle.” Apparently only 
two men, out of the 120 people 
assembled, meet the stipulations.

1:24-25. The disciples—utterly 
deceived by Judas even to the point 
of trusting him with their money—
do not here trust their knowledge 
of the human heart. They appeal to 
the Lord’s knowledge of the heart 
to make this choice. God alone 
can place men in His service, for 
He alone knows their heart (cf. 
1 Tim 1:12). 

1:26. The casting of lots is 
elsewhere sanctioned in Scrip-
ture (cf. the division of land, Josh 
18:8; the scapegoat, Lev 16:8; the 
distribution of the duties of the 
sons of Aaron, 1 Chr 24:5-19; 
and especially Prov 16:33; 18:18). 
It is engaged in here under these 
circumstances: 

1. To make a decision which it was 
known from the Word of God 
needed to be made (v 20-21). 

2. To make a decision that must 
be made without delay. They 
knew not when the Spirit would 
come, soon no doubt (1:5), and 
then the period of witness 
would begin (1:8). A new wit-
ness was needed at once. 

3. To make a decision in which the 
determining facts were beyond 
any possibility of human 
knowledge, i.e., knowledge of 
the heart. 

It is probably best to view this 
situation as unique, especially 
since lots were used in Scripture to 
distinguish between persons in the 
assigning of roles, portions, duties, 
and offices. No method of deter-
mining God’s will is valid if it is a 
substitute for knowing God’s Word 
(cf. Ps 119:105 and 2 Tim 3:16-17). 
Here it arose out of knowledge of 
God’s Word and only ignorance 
of the human heart. But its Old 
Testament character should warn 
us against seeing a normative New 
Testament principle in the precise 
mode employed. 

For Matthias it was a potentially 
great comfort to know, by this 
procedure, that he was an Apostle 
by divine choice, not by the human 
choice of the others (no elec-
tion was held). So he shared with 
them their knowledge of divine 
appointment.

Zane C. Hodges taught NT Greek and 
Exegesis at Dallas Theological Seminary. 
He went to be with the Lord in 2008. 
This is adapted from his forthcoming 
commentary on Acts, tentatively titled, 
The Acts of the Risen Christ.

“The Spirit of God is 
ever in our hearts as 
a reminder and an 
interpreter of God’s 
Word that we might 

know God’s will.”
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By Ken Yates

Teambuilding

As a sports fan, my favorite time of the year is the 
end of March. That is when the college basket-
ball tournament, known as March Madness, 

takes place. Probably the major reason I enjoy it so 
much is it brings back to me memories of when I played 
on a high school basketball team.

Everyone likes being part of a team. I remember when 
I joined the Army my first assignment was with a para-
chute unit. Everything about that unit screamed that you 
were part of a team. We had the attitude that it was us 
against everybody else. Other people did not jump out of 
planes. Other people thought we were crazy. We called 
other people, those who were not part of our team, by 
the derogatory term “leg” (I still don’t know what that 
term means).

There were no women in the unit, so one could call it 
a men’s club. When a man joined he had to do certain 
things. First, he had to go to parachute school. Since 
the physical standards were higher than in other Army 
units, he had to maintain a certain level of physical 
fitness. There was also an initiation process the new 
members went through. It included a day of harassment, 
hazing, and physical exertion known as a “prop blast” (I 
have been told that this tradition has been forbidden in 
today’s Army).

Once a man became part of the team, there were 
certain things that identified him as being an Airborne 
soldier or paratrooper. He got to wear a special beret. 

12
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Colossians 1:10, 13
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There were certain things on his uniform that distin-
guished him as well. In addition, he wore his boots in 
a different way than “average” soldiers. In his wallet he 
carried a “prop blast” card, which verified to anybody 
who asked that he was a member of this team.

To a civilian, much of this sounds silly, or even 
childish. But I can testify that it felt good being a part 
of this group. We shared common hardships and 
experiences. In addition, we shared a long history with 
the paratroopers that went before us. We all knew the 
stories of heroes throughout the history of the unit. 
Sergeant Alvin York had been a part of the unit. Other 
heroes had jumped into combat and fought in places 
like Sicily, Salerno, the Netherlands, and Normandy. 

To put it simply, there was sense of pride being a part 
of such a team.

Not surprisingly, we all heard many speeches about 
how privileged we were to be a paratrooper. We were 
told we had the best leaders in the Army. We were 
to conduct ourselves in such a way that would never 
bring discredit to our organization. Everyone knew 
who we were by our uniforms so we had a responsibil-
ity to conduct ourselves in a certain way. 

You’re Part of a Team
All of this is an illustration of what has happened to 

the believer in Jesus Christ.



SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2015     37   

“God has promised us that 
every believer in Him has 
eternal life. They will live 
with Him forever in the 
kingdom of God. They 

cannot lose their eternal 
salvation.” 

When a person believes in Jesus Christ for eternal 
life, he knows he has this gift because Christ promises 
him that that is the case. As a result, he has passed out 
of death into life (John 5:24). In a very real sense, he 
has become part of a “team.” He now belongs to the 
“team” of those who have eternal life.

Paul says a very similar thing in Col 1:13. Speaking 
of all believers, he says that God has, “delivered us 
from the power of darkness, and has translated us into 
the kingdom of his dear Son.”

Many people think of eternal life, or “going to 
heaven,” as something that only happens in the future. 
However, Paul says that for the believer something 
has already happened. The 
believer in Jesus Christ has 
already been transferred into 
the kingdom of Christ. The 
believer already has eternal 
life. The believer has already 
been transferred out of Satan’s 
domain of darkness and death 
and now belongs to Christ. 
To put it in another way, the 
believer has already become a 
member of Christ’s team.

Of course, the New Testa-
ment is full of this teaching. 
The one who has believed in 
Jesus Christ for eternal life is now part of the body 
of Christ (1 Cor 12:13). The believer now has been 
justified before God and has peace with Him (Rom 
5:1). The believer has been born into the family of God 
(John 3:7; Jas 1:18).

What glorious truths! What privileges the believer 
has! And, just like my experiences in the Army, Paul 
says that our lives should reflect who we are as part of 
Christ’s “team.” In the same context as 1:13, Paul prays 
that the believers he is writing to, “might walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every 

good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God” 
(Col 1:10).  

This only makes sense. God has done so many 
wonderful things for the believer. These things are 
the result of His grace and can never be undone or 
taken away. The believer should desire to live a life of 
gratitude and praise for what God has done. Believ-
ers do not wear a special hat, or boots, or carry a 
card to show that they belong to Christ. However, 
we should desire to live our lives in such a way that 
others see Him in us and that others know what 
“team” we are on.

No Trades, No 
Transfers

I have used my time in the 
military as an illustration of 
what belonging to Christ is 
like. However, illustrations 
have limitations. The same is 
true in this case.

As much as I enjoyed being 
a part of the Airborne tradi-
tion and that team, I must 
confess it was temporary. 
After a few years, I moved 
on to non-Airborne units. I 

was no longer part of that team. Today, if I visited that 
unit, I would probably be called a “leg” by those that 
saw me.

Our “membership” with Christ, however, is com-
pletely different. For the believer, he will always be 
a part of Christ. There are no trades. There are no 
transfers. The believer will live forever with Him. Our 
leader, Jesus Christ, will never let us down. Whatever 
teams we may belong to in this life, the greatest of all 
is our union with the risen Son of God.

Ken Yates is Editor of the Journal of the Grace Evangelical 
Society and GES’s East Coast regional speaker. 
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Stay on the path! 
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By Shawn Lazar

The last time Abby and I went hiking, we nearly died.
We went for a weekend getaway to Beavers Bend State 

Park in Oklahoma and decided to hike a trail called the 
“Skyline,” which, at seven miles, was the longest one on 
the map. “Easy,” we thought. Abby ran marathons. I often 
walked six to ten miles on the weekend. Walking seven 

miles would be a good workout. We’d leave early and be back in time for 
lunch.

It never occurred to us that walking in the mountains would be a teensy 
bit harder than we were used to.

I don’t remember when the panic first set in.
By the first mile I was out of trail mix, but still enjoying the hike.
By the second mile I was out of Abby’s trail mix and running low on 

water. To our surprise, it was already lunchtime. I began to worry.
By the third mile we were lost. I remember one long stretch of forest 

where the ground was completely covered in leaves with no discernible 
path. Where were we?

I looked at the hand-drawn photocopied map we were given at the park 
office. Nothing made sense. “Is this creek this squiggly line here? If so, 
then maybe the dashed line is just over there and it’ll take us right to this 
symbol of a horse trapped in a box.”

As the sun began its descent behind the mountains, I silently began 
making funeral plans. Abby would probably be the first to die and I 
would valiantly carry her body as far as I could before succumbing to 
dehydration. Or I could just leave her. I imagined that years from now a 
park ranger would find our corpses lying in a gully, shriveled up like old 
mummies. I began to panic…

Then we heard something. Children laughing!
We picked up our pace and came upon a big river. We saw a group of 

young canoers. Then we hit a trail with a sign that read, “Parking Lot, 0.5 
miles.”

We found the path! And we stuck to it.
I cried tears of joy as we stumbled upon a snow-cone stand by the 

parking lot. Sour apple never tasted so sweet.
The fifth and final warning in Hebrews is all about the dangers of 

straying from the Christian path, stumbling back into Judaism, and 
missing the blessings of the eternal kingdom. 
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Renew Your Strength
The author urged the Hebrews to treat the Christian 

life like an endurance race and to persevere until the 
end (Heb 12:1-2; cf. Ps 19:5). Otherwise, if they gave up 
the race, abandoned Christ, and returned to Judaism, 
they risked losing their inheritance of ruling with 
Christ. The author didn’t want to see that happen.

The Hebrews also needed to know the difficulties 
they faced had a purpose as part of God’s discipline, 
born out of love for His children. Believers should 
accept that discipline, and profit from it, even if we 
don’t appreciate it at the time (Heb 12:3-11).

12:12-13. Therefore, instead of being like run-
ners who were about to give up—hands hanging, 
knees buckling—the author urged the Hebrews to 
strengthen their hands which hang down, and 
strengthen their feeble knees, and finish the race. 
They needed spiritual reinvigoration!

Instead of stumbling down the crooked path to 
Judaism, they should make straight paths for their 
feet (cf. Prov 4:25-26) and single-mindedly pursue 
faith in Christ. Otherwise, if they changed course 
and left for Judaism they might influence the weaker 
brethren (the lame), who could follow them into 
apostasy.

However, if the Hebrews stayed the course and kept 
the faith, persevering through trail and temptation, 
those weaker brethren would see their good example, 
grow stronger in their own faith (be healed), and 
avoid spiritual harm (become dislocated).

We Must Pursue Holiness
The fact is, people are watching you. You have an 

influence. So while we are all individually responsible 
to God for how we have lived, we are also responsible 
for how our lives have influenced others. That’s a 
lesson every parent understands. Like it or not, every-
day we’re setting an example for our kids to follow. 
Will it be good or bad? It is the same in the life of 
faith. We set an example for others and have an influ-
ence over them.

12:14. Hence, it is important for believers to pursue 
peace with all people (including believers, the 
weaker brethren, and non-believers). We must be like 
Melchizedek “the king of peace” (Heb 7:2) and like 
“the God of peace” (Heb 13:30). Peace leads people to 
Christ.

We should also pursue holiness, of which there are 
three types.

First, there is positional holiness. We receive posi-
tional holiness the moment we believe in Jesus for 
eternal life (cf. 1 Cor 1:30). It is not something we 
can pursue by works. However, we can pursue it in 
the sense of having our minds renewed by that truth 
(Rom 12:1-2) and by having that truth abide in us 
(John 15:7).

Second, there is practical holiness. Believers should 
be progressively sanctified in this life, becoming 
increasingly free from servitude to sin. Practical 
holiness is not automatic. It depends on following 
Paul’s advice in Romans 5–8. Not all believers become 
equally holy in this sense, hence, it must be pursued.

Third, there is eschatological holiness. This holiness 
is related to the Messianic kingdom, where overcom-
ing Christians will be specially garbed in white robes, 
representing their practical holiness (Matt 22:1-14; cf. 
Rev 19:8).

When the author says that without holiness no one 
will see the Lord, he might mean that if believers are 
not pursuing peace and holiness no one will see the 
Lord in them. As Jesus told the apostles, if they loved 
one another, “all will know that you are My disciples” 
(John 13:35).

Alternatively, this seeing might refer to a privileged 
meeting with the Lord in the kingdom, such as the 
one described in the Parable of the Wedding Feast, 
where some believers are “chosen” to have a special 
audience with the King (Matt 22:1-14; cf. Rev 19:8).

Falling Short
12:15-17. The Hebrews needed to finish their race 

lest anyone fall short of the grace of God. In the New 
Covenant, the Hebrews were given grace in the form 
of unlimited spiritual resources to enable them to live 
abundant lives for Christ. But they could fail to take 
advantage of those resources.

Indeed, the author was worried the Hebrews would 
become like bitter roots [root of bitterness] that 
poison the drinking water, defiling many (cf. Deut 
29:18). Their behavior could make the wider believing 
community spiritually sick. In which case, they would 
lose their Millennial blessings. If they were unfaithful 
and broke their covenant bonds to Jesus, they would 
be like fornicator[s] who would have no inheritance in 
the kingdom (cf. 1 Cor 6:9-11). They would suffer the 
fate of profane people like Esau, who for one morsel 
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of food sold his birthright. To be profane means to 
treat sacred things in an irreverent way, just as Esau 
reckoned God’s blessings to be less valuable than stew. 
Would the Hebrews be as foolish and treat the New 
Covenant blessings as worthless? Would they sell their 
Millennial birthright for temporal comforts too? If 
so, there would be a serious consequence. For you 
know that afterward, when Esau wanted to inherit 
the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place 
for repentance, though he sought it diligently with 
tears. Esau regretted what he did. He even repented of 
it. But it was too late. His repentance was rejected. The 
consequences of his rebellion were irrevocable. He lost 
his inheritance forever.

The Hebrews would lose theirs too, if they profaned 
the Messiah’s New Covenant.

Two Covenants, Two Motivations
12:18-24. The author once again drew a famil-

iar contrast between the Old and New Covenants, 
between the wilderness generation and the Hebrews. 
The Hebrews were attracted to Judaism, so the author 
wanted to remind them of how terrifying it was.

The Old Covenant was accompanied by visible 
manifestations that were downright frightening: For 
you have not come to the mountain (Sinai) that may 
be touched and that burned with fire, and to black-
ness and darkness and tempest, and the sound of a 

trumpet and the voice of words, so that those who 
heard it begged that the word should not be spoken 
to them anymore. This is not a welcoming scene. This 
is not a scene to fill you with joy, but with dread. As 
Paul said, the Law was a ministry of death, condem-
nation, curses, and wrath (2 Cor 3:7, 9; Gal 3:10; Rom 
4:15). It was such a heavy yoke the Israelites could not 
endure what was commanded.

Is that what the Hebrews wanted to return to? Did 
they really want to return to something so terrifying 
that even Moses, the great example of the faith, was 
“exceedingly afraid and trembling”?

By contrast, Jesus gave us a more glorious Covenant 
and a better hope (Heb 7:19; 2 Cor 3:9). It was not 
one based on shadowy types and promises, but on 
their fulfillment in Jesus Christ, the Messiah. Instead 
of coming to Sinai, they had come to Mount Zion 
(where Messiah would return), to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly (not merely the earthly) Jerusalem. 
Here was the reality of what was long promised! At 
Sinai, Israel had only seen the mountain shrouded in 
dark clouds, but these believers would soon see a cloud 
of witness, such as innumerable company of angels, 
the general assembly and church of the firstborn 
who are registered in heaven (a reference to overcom-
ers?), and God the Judge of all.
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“Strengthen the 
hands which 

hang down, and 
the feeble knees” 

(Heb 12:12).
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That great heavenly company will also include the 
spirits of just men who were not yet resurrected, but 
made perfect by the blood of sprinkling.

And most of all, the Hebrews had come to Jesus the 
Mediator who’s blood speaks better things than that 
of Abel. Abel was murdered by his brother. His blood 
called out for justice (Gen 4:10). By contrast, even 
though Christ was murdered by His brethren, His 
blood called out for mercy to all who believe. It was 
that mercy, and love, and grace, that lay at the heart of 
the New Covenant.

If Sinai inspired terror, Zion should inspire joy. 
Instead of cowering, or running back to Judaism, the 
believers should want to approach that company of 
blessings in haste!

The Passing of Heaven and Earth
12:25-29. Since in the last days God was speaking 

by His Son (Heb 1:1-2), the Hebrews dared not refuse 
Him who speaks.

The author reminded them of the consequences 
Israel faced when they failed to heed God’s Word and 
rebelled against Moses: For if they did not escape 
who refused Him who spoke on earth, during the 
time of Moses’ leadership, much more shall we not 
escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from 
heaven. Rebelling against the Messiah would be even 
worse, especially given how the Messianic kingdom 
was at stake.

The Hebrews needed to be reminded that the Mes-
siah would come back soon to establish His kingdom, 
and when He did, He would return in judgment. 
“Yet once more I shake not only the earth, but also 
heaven.”

In previous articles, I noted how the warnings pas-
sages in Hebrews could be very severe. They point to a 
punishment beyond normal temporal discipline. The 
author had a catastrophe in mind. That is evident here 
too. The author warned about the removal of those 
things that are being shaken, as of things that are 
made, that the things which cannot be shaken may 
remain. This is a quote from Haggai, which speaks 
about the Tribulation before the end of time. As 
Arnold Fruchtenbaum explains,

[T]he shaking on Mount Sinai was symbolic of the 
future, final shaking of the heavens and earth. There 
was a shaking in history whose voice then shook 
the earth…but there will also be a future shaking. 
He then quoted Haggai 2:6, which deals with that 

final shaking by referring to the shaking that will 
occur before the Second Coming. This final shaking 
consists of the judgments of the Great Tribulation 
that precede the establishment of the Messianic 
Kingdom. In Jewish apocalyptic literature, this 
verse was interpreted as speaking of the final 
eschatological earthquake involving the entire 
cosmos. In the past, God shook only the earth but, 
in the future, God plans to shake both the heavens 
and the earth. This will occur in conjunction with the 
Second Coming. From Haggai 2:6 he draws a present 
application because there is a shaking, which is 
soon to come. This shaking will destroy Jerusalem 
and the Temple. It is the shaking of A.D. 70.1

As Peter said, one day the earth will not only be 
shaken, but will burn away (2 Pet 3:10). Nothing of the 
old creation will remain. It will be time for the new 
creation, when believers will receive a kingdom which 
cannot be shaken, a permanent order that will never 
pass away. The Messianic kingdom will be eternal.

Given that, the author urged the Hebrews to have 
grace, and take advantage of the spiritual resources 
available from their High Priest (cf. 4:14-16). Then 
we may serve God, according to the Melchizedekian 
priesthood, not according to the Levitical one. If the 
Hebrews were attracted to the rituals of the Temple, 
they should know that Christian worship, though less 
outwardly glorious, should still be marked by rever-
ence and godly fear. After all, the same God who used 
to reside in the Temple, and was now worshipped in 
the New Covenant, was still a consuming fire.  His 
very presence melts the hills like wax, and burns up 
useless deeds like fire burns hay, wood, and stubble. 
Moses twice reminded Israel that God was a consum-
ing fire. He told them that fire would consume Israel’s 
enemies (Deut 9:3). But he also warned Israel herself 
would be subject to it, if they turned to idolatry (Deut 
4:23-25). The warning applied to the Hebrews too.

However, if the Hebrews obeyed God, stayed true to 
Christ, and stayed on the New Covenant path, all that 
they suffered, all the temptations they resisted, would 
turn out for their good. The Messiah would come with 
His reward. He would be choosing companions to rule 
with Him. Would the Hebrews be found worthy? Will 
we? As Paul said, “If we endure, we shall also reign 
with Him” (2 Tim 2:12a).

Shawn Lazar is Director of Publications for Grace Evangelical 
Society.

1 Emphasis added. Arnold Fruchtenbaum, The Messianic Jewish 
Epistles (San Antonio, TX: Ariel Ministries, 2005), p. 185.
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Old Testament Saints 
and Rulership

Q Why don’t Old Testament saints get to rule 
in the New Israel? I find it interesting that out 
of all the Old Testament greats—and there 

were some great spiritual leaders of the Old Testa-
ment—none of them will rule over the twelve tribes of 
Israel in the future, but the twelve apostles will. 

A  They do!
Well, that is somewhat right.
There are 42 references to “the prince” in 

Ezekiel. David is specifically called “the prince” in 
Ezek 34:24. Ezekiel 37:25 says, “My servant David 
shall be their prince forever.” Evidently David will rule 
directly under Jesus over the nation of Israel.

My guess is that David will be over the twelve 
apostles. They will report to him, I think. Even if they 
report directly to the Lord, none of the apostles will be 
“the prince.” 

It is likely that men like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Joseph, Elijah, Moses, and Elisha will all rule within 
Israel since they all endured in faith and good works 
until their deaths.

Possibly they will be in the King’s cabinet (secretary 
of state, chief of staff, secretary of the treasury, etc.) 
or in some other capacity like judges (supreme court, 
district court, local court), rulers (over states, counties, 
and cities), or other officials (transportation, housing, 
food, monetary policy, etc.). 

There will be a lot more than twelve rulers in all of 
Israel. 

~Bob

The Trinity

QJehovah’s Witnesses came to my house and 
said they believe in Jesus and that He is their 
savior, but they don’t believe He is God. They 

showed me several verses where Jesus seems to speak 
as if He and God were two separate beings. If they 
are separate, how can Jesus be God?

By Staff

AND ANSWERS
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AGood question! It’s the 
type of question that pas-
tors learn in seminary, but 

never teach to normal people.
In twenty-five years of listening 

to sermons, I’ve only heard one on 
the Trinity, and I was the one who 
preached it.

For the JWs (as well as for 
Muslims and Mormons) whenever 
Jesus distinguishes himself from 
the Father (by talking to or about 
the Father), they take it as evidence 
that God must be one thing and 
Jesus another. Therefore, they 
reason, if they are two different 
things, then God is not Jesus, and 
Jesus is not God. Period. There’s no 
mystery here.

In a sense, they’re right. There is 
a difference. Jesus and the Father 
are two distinct persons. So is the 
Holy Spirit. But the Bible also sug-
gests there is an important unity 
between the three.

That’s what the JW’s don’t talk 
about: the unity.

There’s a reason why the entire 
Christian tradition—even nor-
mally antagonistic traditions like 
Catholics, Orthodox, Anglicans, 
Baptists, Mennonites, and Char-
ismatics—believe in the Trinity. 
Despite our other differences, we 
all agree the Bible has hints, clues, 
and patterns that strongly suggest 
Father, Son, and Spirit are united 
in a unique way.

What hints, clues, and patterns 
am I talking about?

Unity of Action
The Bible often seems to mention 

Father, Son, and Spirit performing 
the same actions. 

For example, who raised Jesus 
from the dead? Was it the Son 
(John 2:19-22; 10:17-18), the Holy 
Spirit (Rom 8:11), or God (Acts 

13:30; 17:30-31; Rom 6:4; 1 Thess 
1:10; Heb 13:20)? 

 Or who created the world? Was it 
the Son (John 1:3; Col 1:16-17), the 
Holy Spirit (Gen 1:2; Ps 104:30), or 
God (Gen 1:1; Heb 11:3)?

 And who justifies man? The Son 
(Rom 5:9; 2 Cor 5:1-21), the Holy 
Spirit (1 Cor 6:11; Gal 5:5), or God 
(Exod 31:13; 2 Cor 5:19, 21)?

The Bible says the same actions 
were performed by three different 
Persons. This suggests the Father, 
Son, and Spirit act in unison. That 
unity in action needs explaining.

Casual References 
to the Trinity

The New Testament writers 
almost casually mention Father, 
Son, and Spirit in the same breathe, 
so often, and so naturally,  that 
it’s hard not to see a pattern here. 
When the New Testament writ-
ers thought of God, their thoughts 
were Trinitarian.

Let me give you just 20 examples 
of the kinds of references I mean (I 
can think of at least 60). The verses 
are color coded to help you distin-
guish where the author references 
Father, Son, and Spirit. Blue is for 
Jesus, green is for the Holy Spirit, 
and red is for the Father. Notice 
how often they appear together:

Matt 3:16-17: When He had 
been baptized, Jesus came up 
immediately from the water; and 
behold, the heavens were opened 
to Him, and He saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and 
alighting upon Him. And suddenly 
a voice came from heaven, saying, 
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.” 

Matt 28:19: “baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

Luke 1:35: “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of 
the Highest will overshadow you; 
therefore, also, that Holy One who 
is to be born will be called the Son 
of God.” 

John 14:16: “And I will pray 
the Father, and He will give you 
another Helper, that He may abide 
with you forever.” 

John 20:21-22: “So Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace to you! As 
the Father has sent Me, I also send 
you.” And when He had said this, 
He breathed on them, and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

Acts 1:7-8: And He said to them, 
“It is not for you to know times or 
seasons which the Father has put 
in His own authority. But you shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall 
be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth.” 

Acts 2:33: Therefore being 
exalted to the right hand of God, 
and having received from the 
Father the promise of the Holy 
Spirit, He poured out this which 
you now see and hear.

Acts 2:38-39: “Repent, and let 
every one of you be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remis-
sion of sins; and you shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. For 
the promise is to you and to your 
children, and to all who are afar 
off, as many as the Lord our God 
will call.” 

Acts 5:30-32: “The God of our 
fathers raised up Jesus whom you 
murdered by hanging on a tree. 
Him God has exalted to His right 
hand to be Prince and Savior, 
to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins. And we are His 
witnesses to these things, and so 
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also is the Holy Spirit whom God 
has given to those who obey Him.” 

Acts 7:55: “But he, being full of 
the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven 
and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God.” 

Acts 10:38: “how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit...”

Acts 11:15-17: “And as I began 
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon 
them, as upon us at the beginning. 
Then I remembered the word of the 
Lord, how He said, ‘John indeed 
baptized with water, but you shall 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If 
therefore God gave them the same 
gift as He gave us when we believed 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I 
that I could withstand God?” 

Acts 15:8-11: “So God, who 
knows the heart, acknowledged 
them by giving them the Holy 
Spirit, just as He did to us, and 
made no distinction between us 
and them, purifying their hearts by 
faith. Now therefore, why do you 
test God by putting a yoke on the 
neck of the disciples which neither 
our fathers nor we were able to 
bear? But we believe that through 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
we shall be saved in the same 
manner as they.” 

Acts 20:27-28: “For I have not 
shunned to declare to you the 
whole counsel of God. Therefore 
take heed to yourselves and to all 
the flock, among which the Holy 
Spirit has made you overseers, 
to shepherd the church of God 
which He purchased with His own 
blood.” 

Rom 1:1-4: Paul, a bondservant 
of Jesus Christ, called to be an 
apostle, separated to the gospel of 
God which He promised before 
through His prophets in the Holy 

Scriptures, concerning His Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who was 
born of the seed of David accord-
ing to the flesh, and declared to be 
the Son of God with power accord-
ing to the Spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead. 

Rom 5:5-6: Now hope does not 
disappoint, because the love of God 
has been poured out in our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit who was given to 
us. For when we were still without 
strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungodly. 

Rom 15:16: that I might be a 
minister of Jesus Christ to the 
Gentiles, ministering the gospel of 
God, that the offering of the Gen-
tiles might be acceptable, sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit.

Rom 15:30: Now I beg you, 
brethren, through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and through the love of the 
Spirit, that you strive together with 
me in prayers to God for me. 

1 Cor 6:10-11: nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revil-
ers, nor extortioners will inherit 
the kingdom of God. And such 
were some of you. But you were 
washed, but you were sanctified, 
but you were justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit 
of our God. 

2 Cor 1:21-22: “Now He who 
establishes us with you in Christ 
and has anointed us is God, who 
also has sealed us and given us the 
Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.”  

Can you see that something is 
going on here?

These verses do not say that God 
is a Trinity. But the Father, Son, 
and Spirit are constantly men-
tioned together. This wealth of 
evidence calls for an explanation! 

Clearly, the three are distinct. 
But it is also just as clear that there 

is a mysterious unity between 
them. Why would monotheistic 
Jews speak about the Father, Son, 
and Spirit in this way? What’s the 
explanation?

The Christian Solution
The early Christians proposed 

a very simple solution for under-
standing this problem: God is 
tres personae, una substantia. 
That’s Latin for three persons, one 
substance.

God is one substance. This means 
there is one divine nature. That 
nature is uncreated and eternal. It 
has existed forever.

God is three persons. Father, Son, 
and Spirit are all divine, meaning 
they are all uncreated and eternal. 
But they are also distinct persons. 

Theologians have debated what 
it means to be a “person,” and 
the definition has changed over 
time. Gordon H. Clark offered this 
definition: “Since…the Persons 
do not have precisely the same 
set of thoughts, they are not one 
Person, but three” (The Trinity, 
pp. 106-107). For example, the 
Father thinks, “This is my beloved 
Son,” and the Son thinks, “I am 
the Father’s beloved Son,” and the 
Spirit thinks, “He is His beloved 
Son.” Three different sets of 
thoughts, three different persons.

But all three persons have 
the same uncreated and eternal 
nature, and they exist in perfect 
union. Their wills are united. Their 
thoughts are united. Their divine 
powers—omniscience, omnipo-
tence, omnipresence—are exer-
cised in unison, like a symphony.

Three persons, but one deity, one 
“Godhead” (Rom 1:20; Col 2:9, 
NKJV).

So when JWs point to verses that 
distinguish between Jesus and the 
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Father, we can heartily agree that 
there is a difference. But they still 
need to explain the unity between 
them. Christians have done that. 
JWs have not.

This probably raises more ques-
tions than it answers. There is 
nothing deeper than Trinitarian 
theology.

Thankfully, there are many 
resources online to help you study 
and understand the Trinity. I hope 
you will seek those out. 

~Shawn

John 14:12

QCould you explain what 
John 14:12 (“Most assur-
edly, I say to you, he who 

believes in Me, the works that I do 
he will do also; and greater works 
than these he will do, because I 
go to My Father”) means? I know 
that our works have nothing to 
do with our salvation. It is a gift 
bought by Christ’s once for all 
payment on the cross. But this 
verse sounds like an automatic 
thing. Many evangelists say that 
we are saved by grace but if you 
are not doing good works then 
you are not saved. I don’t know 
how to explain this verse.

AGreat question. The Lord 
was speaking here only 
to the eleven born again 

disciples. Judas had left earlier 
(John 13:30). 

When the Lord says “he who 
believes in Me” in this context 
He is speaking specifically of the 
eleven. The apostles were promised 
by the Lord that they would do 
greater works than even He did. 
This is not some general promise 
to all believers, though it is pos-
sible that some believers other than 
apostles have done greater works 

than the Lord. But obviously not 
all believers do works that exceed 
those of the Lord. But we still have 
the question how even the apostles 
could do these greater works.

The answer is not given, but we 
can speculate that their ministry 
was greater in terms of extent, not 
kind. Obviously no believer can 
match the work of redemption on 

the cross. No believer can give us 
Scripture, train apostles, send the 
Holy Spirit, etc. But in terms of 
extent, the apostles did exceed the 
Lord. 

The Lord led about 500 people to 
faith in Him over 3.5 years of min-
istry. On the day of Pentecost alone 
the Apostle Peter led over 3,000 to 
faith in Him (Acts 2:41). 

The Lord did not plant any 
churches. The apostles planted 
many churches each. 

While the Lord laid down His 
life for us, the apostles also laid 
down their lives and their deaths 

too were very difficult. Tradition 
says, for example, that Peter died 
by being crucified upside down. 

They also ministered for more 
than 3.5 years. They had time to do 
more works. 

Most believers have never lead 
anywhere near 500 people to faith 
in Christ. Most have not planted 
multiple churches and laid down 
their lives as martyrs for Christ. 

However, any believer who serves 
Christ faithfully for more than 3.5 
years has done greater works than 
the Lord Jesus at least in terms of 
his length of ministry. In that sense 
all believers who live at least 3.5 
years after they come to faith have 
a chance to do greater works. 

In any case, this is not some 
promise that if you are born again 
your works will automatically 
exceed those of our Lord and 
Savior. Look at the two epistles 
to the believers in Corinth. Their 
works did not exceed the Lord’s 
works and some of them had 
already died under God’s judgment 
(1 Cor 11:30). Even Lordship Salva-
tion people rarely cite this view to 
support their view since it speaks 
of doing works greater than our 
Lord did.

I hope this helps. 
~Bob

Send all your easy questions (OK, the 
hard ones too) to ges@faithalone.org

 

“Obviously no 
believer can 

match the work 
of redemption 

on the cross. No 
believer can give 

us Scripture, train 
apostles, send the 

Holy Spirit, etc. But 
in terms of extent, 

the apostles did 
exceed the Lord.” 
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